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De 2 ven the nus onſers draw salt 
| breaſt ; they — ſuelt 10 their 
* young ones, Lam. 4. 3 

 Tknow well wy dear Chil- 
dren) that it is the Fathers 
w duty 80 lay wp for bis poſterity, 
| Lee.) Nor am Fognoranty! or in; 

es of chat heavy ceuſure, If any | 
not” 4 bis omm, for thoſe "of, hires 
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but ſuch 4 1 — I give you, AQ. 3.6. I have | 
ever eſteemed you the ſpecial belag which , 
God hath given me upbm eath, and deſire i 
| or ſee you, rather bleſſed than — For R 
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hau er 
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gelte — overflowing — for no other 
end, but that they may bathe, and fwimm inf 
a full tide of happineſs. 
The great Lady which I deſire to confer pb 
upon you is that which my dying Tae oy 
bequeathed unto mo, and from him (thre 
Gods groe) deſcend ed upon me, W 1 
and parting words were theſe; 4 . 21 
felldved: be cyutſe/ of) this world, und mou; 
cithtr; Baut givin; ar talen bribe: 
(irppdh:): have. amade gau riß, n * 
leavalyon rothing. bud ou where 00 10 
. TEEN 


Thus he entred into peace, and ſlept in 
bürgt ; lenving behind the fragrant perfum 
ba good name, to all his acquaintance len- 
ag to us a prevulent example of an holy con- 
erfation, and that goodly 2 where: the 
ines ave fallen to ws in pleaſant places, (Pal. 
16. 6.) and leaving us to his protection, who 
hath never failed us. This l deſire, and (4s 

am able) endeavour to bequesth unto 
O. , 43668 
When the men of this World have bar- 

rd Heaven for Earth, and with loſs of their 
pretious ſouls have gained falſe, and fading 
erf teaſures, they can but point to their full. 
erpoffers, and deliver their keyes to their Chil- 
lren, they can give them neither wiſdom to 

fe, nor providence to keep them. Iu de 
Firſt Iam no whit ſhort of them; I can poiae 
put to you the place where thoſe infinitely 

Wetter riches are ſtored up for you. I can 
Mirect you in 950 wherein you ſnall ſind 
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22 


ie@hem ; And in the ſecond place (further than 
hey) I can (through Gods grace) ſet you 
own a courſe; which if you take, you ſhall 
farely unlock and enjoy them, and be ever 
Mieſſed in thefruition of them. TY 
eng If I could bequeath you mountains of 
nqatrth)]y treaſures,” were you Vain, 2 . 
24iÞfs, bow ſoob would they melt to Mole-lnlls, 
Ind vaniſh like a morning cloud inte as 
ha B 2 thing? 21 


A Fair's Ehe, Cay 
thing? If then earthly thi , and eriſhir 
enn neither be got, —ç — — mu 
labour, and carefulneſs, oh think not 
_ -of any pains, or diligence i in the ſearch « 
that Heavenly portion, which will certain 
be found, when it is rightly ſought, an 
«when it is once found, can never be loſ 
A it tarry, be not wear wy of ſeeking, for 
will ſurely come, and will not terry, Hab. 3. 
Shameſul is it to faint in that labour, whic 10 
-will _— infallible ſucceſs, and eternal rg*” 
— My God leading me, 1 wil leg 
the good, and right way, ( 4 Sam. 12.23 5 
Follom, that ye may apprebend, (Phil. 3. 12 
- Fe ye Je follewerrof we (ſo far) — ofcuri ® 
5 Cor. 11. 1. Al treaſures are hid up in hi 
(Col. 2.3.) whom if ye follow, you ſhall ſur It 
” bave tredſares.in_ heaven, Luk. 18. 22. Fi ＋ 
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3 „ | wh 


CA. II. gre 


0 


1116 


a 


1 "TRE, or good of man lies not in * 


e of 8. or all creatures. 
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| — He lexengyt — * and wiſe Phil 
£1. phers,: — toyl'd, tired, 
5 ed their ſharp its in cleaving « 
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Cap2. OA Father Teſtament. 

in chat knotted Queſtion concerning that Ed, 
Hor Good of. man, in which bis perfection, ar 
Inappineſs hnſiſted. Neither ſhould I-leſs- 

ver my ſelf, or you; if I ſhould but reckon 

ul up their numberieſs groſs erroursand Jangling 
differences concerning that matter. A 
their ſear was but as that of the Sodomiter, 
Kgroping for the daor in a night of blindneſs. | 

For (as the 4poſile) what man knows the 


- $#bings of man, ſave the ſpirit of man which dwells 


in him ? Much more the things of God know- 
Neth no man but the Spirit of God, or they 
to whom that' Spirit revealeth them, 1 Cor. 
2. 11. we can eaſily diſcern the works of 
men; their end, or intention in thoſe works 
Ive cannot know, till they ſome way declare 
it. How then ſhould any creature findoutthe 
Eud of that great Creator in his ſpecial work 
(Aas) if himſelf by his own Spirit (in his 
word) had not clearly revealed it? For elſe 
who hath known the mind of the Lord,or wha, 


been his Coumſeller? Rom. 1 1.34. Therefore our 


gracious Lord hath plainly diſcovered unto us 

what is that End, for which he made us, and 

| conſequently what is our Good, and Happinepe. 

And becauſe hewell knew how eaſily our 

dimm eyes are deluded with colourable 

1 | ſhews, and painted ſhadows, hence he fully 

diſplayes unto us as well (negatively) what 
Iis not (and yet we n our bleſledne 
3 


ther valid, and fru 


Ina m_ * 


45 alſo ( oſitiyely what 38 (though fey 
believe it the ele happineſs & man. 


Firſt therefore iu general be teacheth u 
that the Creature is no part of our Portion 


Me are not, nor can be bleſſed by enjoyir 
earth, no nor Heaven, nor Heaven with eartl 


Dor any created thing, or all things in, o 


bet wirt both; we may have all theſe, ar 
* be miſerable, want them all, and be bleſſed 
'Th TM rath the Hol, Gboſt ſtrongly proves, 
| nent elſewhere, ſo ſpecially in th 
ce es, which that infinite i 

back his Secretary cauſed purpoſel 
t Ye Urnen of this Subject, where firſt h 
(evidently, and frequently teacheth us, tha 
"eV ir vanity, vanity of vanitics, and wexatii 
'of ſpirit, Eccleſ. I. 2. and 12.8, and 2. 11 
"True it is that no creature is fimply vain, bu 
49 po % (Gen. 1. 31.) conducing/as well t 
12 £20088 end, (Gods glory) as to their pat 
Lieu r ends for which they were made: 

the Sun to rale the day, the Moon the zigh 
8 16, Ce.) But that _ to ſome ene 
work is very go 00d; and uſeful, is to ane 
ſttate. The earth apt t 

Field ood, altogether vain to give lig 

bit Coo wiſe Creatour aſſigned to every cres 

| proper work, and end, but made n 
| 200 Fig 8 all to bleſs; but to ſerve mat 
8 Fencrix.i that a5 e their own' ends they ai 
ver 
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I ticure maus bleſſedgeſs ) they are whole! 
xl uſcleſs, a 9d they t 


ri, ( Pſal. 39. 5.) an 


very profitable, ſo for this. (namely to con- 


uneffectual, and therefore (ip that 
reſpect ) ſheer yanity. And when a man 


will wring, and wreſt the creatures to a 


wrong end, and thinks to make up his bleſ- 
ſedneſs in them, it is but as wringing bis neſe, 
which brings forth, blood, Prov. 30. 3 3+ they 


do but grieve his Spirit, and fill it with yex- 


ation and anguiſh. N 
Thus while Solomon was riflipg the crea- 
tures (riches, pleaſurcs, &c,) o find auf the 
good of man, he (olemnly proteſteth to all the 
World, that in all his ſearch he faund no- 


thing but vanity, and vexstion of ſpirit, 


Eccd. 2.3, J 1. In which reſpect ſo vain ate the 
creatures, that he wha evjgyes them at this 
full, may not only be weary of them, but 
even hate his life for the vanity, and vexation 
he finds in them, Eccleſ. 2. 17. How then 
ſhould that (in the fulneſs of it) make gur 
life bleſſed, which by emptineſs, and for- 
ment makes it bitter, and loathſome? whic 
when we haye in all abundance, and ſoper: 
fluity, yet our ſelves may be e 4 

4 lighter than ann, 


ng in man 


Pfal. 62. 9. 
2. Secondly there is ſomethi 


which ſavours of Iuſſniteneſt; fomething 
which cannot be ſatisfied, or reſt in ary, | 


B 4 thiog 


AF . 2 2. 
ing Which ee 5 is not ſatisfied 
iþ ſeeing, nor the ear with bearing, Eccleſ. 
I 5 bk into the heart of man Silver as} 
duſt heap op p Gold into mountains, yet He 
het loveth Silver # not ſatisfied with Silver, 
7 be that loveth abundance, with increaſe, 
1 -$. 10. Advance an ambitious man to 
3 5: honours, ſee him in the Throne. load 
| head with many Diadems, fill both hands $i 
1 Scepters; let him drink down all the 
:doms of the Earth, he will ſtill be as þ 
2 chit y as that Macedonian Monarch. Now Wi 
evety Nature longs for things of like na- 
cure with it ſelf 5 hence this Ixfiniteneß in 
man cannot reſt till i it have ſound out ſome- 
zhat which ſuits. with it ſelf, ſome infinite 
Fed, which may ſatiate the longing ſpirit. 
Bur neither any one, nor all Creatures can 
'EXRLDIT an 72ſmife good even the moſt ex- 
1 ae all (in all their excellency) con- 
8 oft le their limits, and ſtints of good- 
nels 5. F 2 5 245 the Taſte in diverſity of diſh- Ib. 

run . many, but ſtayes only upon Im 

hat which fu) y aggrates the Pallate, fo the (: 
Ii it of man finding defects in every crea- H 

ture, cannot ſettle, nor reſt upon any. to 
„. Thirdly, as we call not that ly hy 
| healthy which is obe day in good temper, 0 
but many day es ſick ; or that Steward ( 
e who n a rich office for a year, 


at 


cody c BIAS | -— 
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t che years end is turned out into 28 
ſ. Þeggaty ; ſo cannog, we eſteem him bleſſed 
ho enjoying ſome Momentany pomforty, yet 
imfelf, with them; ſoon periſheth in an ever - 
aſting curſe, and miſery. Happineſi if ie 
aſt not, is the more unhappy. Now all the 
bings of the world are tranſitory, and pe- 
iſh with the uſing, but the ſoul of man is an 
Immortal ſubſtance. And this ſpirit not only 
e ſurvives, but re- aſſumes the body, ſo that 
s after the moment of this preſent life is vas 
iſhed, another enſues without end, or 
hange. The ſpirit of 4 beaft indeed goes 
downward, but the ſpirit of a man ward, 
Eccl. 3. 21. It returns 10 God that geve it, 
ccl.12.7.Theſe things therefore which can - 
not hold way with us, but leave us in the 
midſt, nay indeed in the firſt ſtep of our 
- journey, how can they be our inheritance, 
- Jor make us bleſſed? 2 
- 3 4: Fourthly, it is not poſſible a man ſhould 
be happy in enjoying thoſe things, which the 
n more he enjoyes, the leſs he:efteems':' for - 
e (as excellently that moſt learned Father 
He cannot be called bleſſed who hath not what | 
oder, whatſoever it be, or he, who hath what 
y | he loves, if it be evil which he hath, or who 
„ | lover not what be hath, be it never ſo good, 
d I (Auguſt. De morib. eccl. I. I. K. 2.) And who is 
, fo ignorant but knoweth that thus it TR 
It the 


we enjoy them, bow dearly, how highly do 


we prize: them ? whatScfuſe we to do, 
or ſuffer 2 may gain them? we 


long. we pine for them; .we ride, we run tor 
them; ſweat, and toyl fox them; venter limb, 
and life for them; but no ſoaner we obtain, 
3 emptineſs, our heart goes 
off from them to ſome other object, at leaſt 
nauſeating what we poſſeſs, we burn in defire 
of what we ſuppoſe is wanting. It is with 
us in theſe adulterous luſts, as with inceſtu-? 
ou Au,, whoſe heart being inflamed with 
the beauty of Tawer, before enjoying could 
think of no other heaven hut her eyes, and 
,arms ; but in cooler blood he more loathy 
than Ag ray 4 he loved, as was not be 
fore ſo ſick for her, as aſter ſick of her, 
2 Jam. 13. OY 
J. Fifthly, the Creatures were ever ipfc-! 
riourto us. In cur firſt Covenant they were 
given to us as ſervants, and we to them aj 
ords (Ger. 1.26. Pſal. $, 6.) In the ſecond, 
pur dominion enlarged rather than any whit 
empaired. AU things are ours: thewarld, life; 
deni, things preſent, and to come, all are our: 
1 Cor. 3. 21,22. And when the Lord of alf 
the World in his wonderful love, and ſpecial 
favour choſe, and eſpouſed us to himſelf, he 
endowed us with all his goods, and gave x 


has . as a——— _ OX 


2ICap.D A Faber r Teſtament. 
77 his ſervants to wait upon us in ſeveral of- 
ces; ſome as Caterers, to provide our diet, 
0 ſome as Cooks, to dreſt it; ſome as Taylers, 
© Weavers, to cloath us ; ſome as Phyſians, to 
eure us; ſome as Muſicians to refreſh, and 
delight us ; the very Heavens, as Torch- 
bearers to light us; yea, even the moſt glo- 
Hei rious Angels of Heaven as our Guard to ſe- 
cure us. How then can the creature poſſibly 
advance us, whoſe advancement is to ſerve 
u. us? how ſnould that | ws the higheſt excel- 
WF lency (for ſo is bleſfedneſs) upon us, which 
11g) is ſo far inferiour to us? 
3 6. Laſtly the creature is made unto us as 
ad ;nſtruments, and means of action, and there- 
cha fore (in the abundance of 17 is not only 
*©{ burdenſome, but dangerous. It is like the 
er Spartan Iron - Money; as much as would buy 
one horſe, would load three; As a great ſayl 
to a little boat in rough weather, and ſo is ei- 
ther cumberſome, and makes our way heavy, 
or dangerous, and unwarily ſinks us in de- 
ſtruction. Thus Hamans preferment ad- 
vanced him to the Gallows, 4hitophels wiſ⸗ 
dome Weaved a nooſe for his own Neck: 
That Rulers wealth in his paſſage to Heaven 
2% laadsand ſinks him, 2ark,10. Nayio reſpet 
ia of bleſſedneſs they are ſo needleſs, that we 
are never ſo bleſſed as when we have leaſt 
of thew, and leaſt need them. It is our 
higheſt 


A Father's Teſtament ament. Cap. 2! 0 
higheſt happineſs in Heaven, that we ſhallff , 
neither need, nor poſſeſs food, apparel} , 
wives, huſbands, land, money, Sun, Moon, s 
but God ſbal be aff in al, 1 Cor. 15. 28. 
Rev. 21. 5. . 
a 
ö 
l 
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ObjeF. But do not the creatures conferr 
ſomething, and help forward our happi- 
neſs? Who can (at leaſt comfortably ) be 
without them ? | 
Auſw. There is a poſſibility (even in this 
life) of conſiſting (being, and well-being)} 
without them. AMoſer was never here more 
bleſſed, than when enjoying the preſence of 
God in the Mount, he neither bad, or want- 
ed food, & c. when the Apoſtles had nothing, 
neither money, ſhooes, nor ſcrip, they man- 
ed nothing, Luk. 22. 35. Man lives not by bread 
but by every word of God: a leſſon long fifce | 
taught Gods people, when in the Wilderneſs } 
Boy neither had nor wanted Corn, Wine, 
'Oyle, or any ſupply of cloathing , ©. | 
Dent. 8. 3. | | 5 
2. Though in this life we cannot (in an 
ordinary courſe ) be without them, yet do 
they not make up any part of our happineſs; 
ſeeing neither it, nor any part of it con- 
ſiſtetk either of this life, or any thing be- 
longing to it. Bleſſed are they (none more) | 
that dye in the Lord, Rev. 14. 13. 

3. Nothing in the Creature but only Gods 
word, 


) 


2 Cap.. A Father's Teftament. | 
1 word, and bleſſing upon them is that which 


A his ſervants (Pal. 119. . IG 7 
coming at his Word, (Luk, 7. 8.) They are 
all in his hand as inſtruments, which he en- 
ploy eth to good, or evil as he pleaſeth. (The 
Arias was but the Axe, or Staff. in bis 


and from gau to David, it goeth. 


ſterity from the face of the earth as _ $ 3 
3 


either fits them fox us, or us to them, and ſo 
gives us ſome comſort from them : as bei 


hand to chaſtiſe his rebellious: Subjects, {/e. 


10. 5, 15.) when we have it, it works not, 
moves not, but by his hand. Iſ he uſe nat 
the Axe, it cannot hew; if he lift not up 
the ſtaff, it cannot ſtirr. - 


In a wordit is with all Creatures ( even 


the greateſt rebells) as with that Zo/caw, 
Numb. 22. 20. God may ſay Go, but 


thas 
which I ſay, and will, that foals thou de. 
And therefore they are all ready to ſay un- 


to thee, as that Prophet to Bala. 


wouldft give me thy houſe full of Gold, 


Silver, I cannot go beyond the Word of. the 
Tord to do either good, or bad of nine own 


mind, Numb. 24. 13. Thy meat will tell thee, 
I cannot nouriſh thee ; thy cloaths, we can 
not warm thee if he command not. When 
the Lord (ayes to a Crown, Go to Saul head, 


adds, Go to Jeroboam, to Ahab, Sc. fill chem 
with trouble, ſweep them and all their po- 


AFahir' Teſtament. Cap.2. 
ſo it doth. * When he ſuyes; Go to Salomon, 
and — with : power, peace; honour, 
te fails not to de ft. When he ſayes to the 
Q, Go to theſe murthurers, cover their 
tables, nay- cover the ground two cubits 
wigb, go, and- fill their mouths, but not 
their beltzes, feed them not, ſo it comes to 
Paſs,' Numb. fr. 31, 32. And when he com- 
mande tbe Air, neither ſow, nor Reap, yet 
uin down bread upon my le, and nou - 
rin them fbrty years in the Wilderneſs, it 
enecutes His charge. 

Seeing then the creature is full of nothing 
af e, vanity, and 'vexation © un- 
— of ſhort . continuance ; leaſt 
\eftcemed,” where moſt enjoyed; far beneath 
as ; nnd even needleſs ; yea in their abun- 
"dance butchenſome, and dangerous, it ie im- 
; "poflible they Thould canſtitute any — of 
Wane happineſs. Now Religion, Reaſon, 
—— enſe will tell us 3 All this is in- 
Vllibly true, and therefore will conclude, 
hat it is irrehgious, unreaſonahle, ſenlleſs 
W teſt, or build upon che eresture. 
ud rherefore when in ſearching our 
hearts we find too much of this Haflotry 
wa them, tha let us correct, and direct 
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Wo | 8 
leir Fond Soul | is this 
bits Thy way to bliß ? 
not (Graſp both the Indies; let thy mighty find” 
to ſrne iron North, and'/gblden South rr 
. Tranſcend the Moon, | 
E Faſten thy Thront | 
7 bove the fixed ſtars: — 
bove thy thought enlarge thy nad polſſionry (3 
”J Fond ſoul ! all this 
n- Cannot make up thy bliſs. 
ſt | + BY 5 
th 11. . £7 
4 All theſt are vin, 
1 Full, but with pain: 


All Creatures have their end „ 
As Servants they may help, 15 I opprels thee. 


They vex ind 
Us'd, loſt with fretings. 


Can ſaver advance, adi Gl, dür ref give ref ? 
r That, which was cum d for thee, can'e make OO 
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Fond Soul ! thy birth 3 
Is not of Eartk? ee 
Or Hevn: thou Earth, dre ait it ſelf l 
Though horn in time, thou Goo dying time ek 
They fail, deceive thee, 
They age, dye, leave thee; 
— ps ſpirit, ind Pops fly 
— *n, or Toy 
He, he thy End, * Birth. 


- Now if in the f y of of all Croat 

man can find no pircel of his bleſſedneſi 

roy * leſe in mnt one ſiogle, creature 
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Image 3 — SP all the honour | the moſt 40 
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Cap. 3: A Father” s Teſtament. 2 N -W I 
vout Zelots give it cannot wring from it the, .  ! 
leaſt degree of happineſs. For firſt, it is a 
meer Idal. 1. An Image bath only a name, 

and appearance of what it imageth 5 Thus 

a Itheſe outward things are called, and to me 

eyed men ſeem to be riches, but are unrigl- 
teou Mammos, and at beſt (and with the 
eſt ) not true Riches, Lak 16. 11. Their 

ery being is no being, and when they are, 
Fhey are not, rev. 23.4. True riches are 
Hothing elſe but plenty of ſuch things as are 
ſeful to the perſon whom they enrich. But, 
F. The principal part of man (to which the 
Þody is but a ſervant) hath no uſe of them, 
urch benefit by them; neither of the natural, 
eſi meat, drink, c.) or artificial, (gold, fil. 
reFer, &c.). Nay, 2. Even to the body, while: 
F is in the ſhort Pilgrimage of this liſe 
where only they are current) they are 

Ather as a little ſpending money, than its 
Portion, or inheritance; For look as many 

art · loads of Laconiam money (that iron 
yn) could not enrich a Traveler, who: 
* riding Poſt through that Region to his 
rive Country, but were rather a burthen, 
Iden a furtherance to his journey: ſa the 
an dies of men flying through this mortal life 
ae immortaliry are father laden, than enrich - 
de by the-abundagce of theſe earthly thing, 
vouf which they (hall 2 have more need, 
| or 


Aa Tiftement.. . Cap.3;, 
or uſe after this momentary Pilgrim 
1 Images are dead, helpleſe things 3 they 
have mouths, but cannot ſpeak for us eyes, but 
cannot — for us; hands, but can do no- 
thing 


for us ; feet, but in our neceſſity 
cannot ſtir to help us, (Pſa, 115. 1, 6, 70. 
Such are riches : meer Images ; profit a no-& 
thing, Prov. 10. 2. Are we in trouble? vi- P 
fited with ſickneſs in body, with diſtreſs in 
ſpirit? &. They cannot relieve us. Ricberf/ 
profit not in the day of wrath, but rightcouſ-Y 
neſc delivers from death, Prov. 11. 4. They ſhall, 
caſt their filver in the ſireets,and their gold {0 
be rem; their filver and their gold ſhall noth,. 
be able to deliver them in the day of the wrath o 
the Lord, Ezek. 7. 19. Zeph. 1. 18. Are our 
Friends in danger 2 They cannot redeem g. 
brother, uor give « ramſome for him, Pſal. 49% 
6, 7. When we would ſerve our. felves off P 
them, they take them to their wings, and 
are gone, Prov. 23. g. would wefleep? The 
will not ſuffer us, ( Eecleſ. 5. 12.) and in 
ſtead of helping, hurt us „ Eechzſ. 3. Ire 
3. As Idols make their Worſhippers like ti 
themſelves, even Idols, ( Fal. 115. 8. e 
thus men idolizing riches become like tot 
their coyn, meer images of men: they havifh, 
neither mouths to eat, nor hands to enjoy, ut 
take part of then labour, Ecclef. 6. 2. — me 
4 "have. . 


#.. 


JGap.3 Af Teftame.. 7 
* ſhave: not ſo much reaſon or ſenſe: to defign 
Wome end of all their pains, or to diſcou 
wich themſelves, For whow do Ilaboar, und 
ereave wy ſoul. of good Eceleſ. 4. S. 
2. Secondly; whatſoever defect Cage: 
al) excluded the creatares from challeng- 
bg any part in mam happineſs, the ſame (in 
particular) barrs out riches. © 1. It is full 
1-Þf vanity and vexation , Zecleſ. a. 7, d, vr. 
all his dazes (the worldly rich) eateth: in 
darkneſs, and hath much wrath, and ſorrommiti 
i ſielveſi, Eceleſ. 5. 17. 2. Irfaticfies not 3 
Pay the more it is loved, the leſs it ſatisfies. 
= 5 'ege * 2 * „ — 4 
8. They ſpall not ſatisfie their ſouls, nor 
beir — Ezek. 7. — 2 that toveth: ſilver, 
Pall not be ſatisfied with ſilver, &c. Eeclef. 
$5.10. 3. They are not. durabie, they ure 
Sf no continuance ; :Kiches are not for ter, 
Prov. 29, 24.) They periſo' (Eccleſ. 5-14.) 
eve Eagles wings, Prov. 23. 4. 4. The more 
enjoy, the leſs we love them. The ſoul 
nz : dotes 3 utterly: off 
rom what it hath attained, and reacheth 
titer that which it would have, and yet hath 
Poe, and ſo indeed cleaves to that which is 
e tot, Prov. 23.4. 3. They are far below us 3 
Mrhey have no reaſon, ſenſe, life, neg 
out what we give them in our opinion, an 
ey, no ther end but to drudge for us: 
19 C 2 6. They 


A Father Teſtament. Cap3il 
6. They are not only. (in reſpe@ of happi · 
neſs)-needleſs, ſo that never any was (even 
un earth) ſo bleſſed, as he that had leaſt off 
them: (witneſs out moſt bleſſed Saviour Y. 
but ia their abundance a burthen, which ſiaks 
the body, and ſoul under them; and dange- 
tous 3 ſtopping the way to Heaven, and 
tring the entrance to our only happineſs, 
1 18.25. 
I will ſhut up this Chapter with a ſtory 
very true, and as pertinent. Some ten miles 
from Cambridge dwelt a man old, and poor 
who hid his hoar head under a very meat 
Cottage, with no other companion of hit 
age, than his (as aged) Wife: His meant 
roſe oaly from the flock of the Town (it 
which he lived, and) which he tended 
Foullowiog his ſheep, it chauced that he found 
a Fertimamieu full of treaſure. And almoſ 
diſtracted with joy, he bears it home, anc 
acquaiats his Conte rt with this happy adver 
ture. After deep gonſultation they cor 
cludedto digg an hole under their bed, ant 
there in a grave to:eonceal it. But in the 
niglit being now become very wakeful, the 
were ſuddenly frighted with. ſome noiſt 
(perhaps the ſerabliog of their Cat or Dog 
| e great perturbation, ſearched every 
mouſehole, and all the remainder of th⸗ 
night neither cloſed their eyes, nor put a ff 5, 
| 8 | thei 
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we 


'B A their hearts, ned eit macerated bodies, 


| — 


their candel. Earl as dey e 2 

_ further advice, and 2 2 then ever 

one of them (by turns) ſhould ane cer 
| priſoner, leſt happily he might break from 
them, and make an eſcape. This they pra- 
Qiſed ſo long, untill both of them (who be- 


if fore were well near worn up with age) were 


now with care, fear, and want of ſleep even 


| conſumed;-and pined. After more mature 


deliberation, * thought expedient to hire 
ſome poor neighbours; ; for now they muſter- 
| ed themſelyes not in ſo mean a rank). every 
night to guard their Palace, and centinel 


about them. Which when it was noiſed 


abroad in the Town, wrought divers ſtrange 
{ ſurmifes (though not any yet harped upon 
the right ftrivg, nor once dreamed what was 


che erue cauſe of all this buſineſs ;) ſome 


laughed, others pittied, fearing the old Cou- 


ple would end thei rdayes in Zedlam. About 


a month after _—_ — — who was 
the Owner of this money, and heard of 2 
competent reward offered to the finder, and 
reſtorer. And now being much more ve 
15 than greedy, 
2 offer, rendred up their one purchaft 
a Jayl Jlivery, ho up their cares, freed 


and diſtracted wits, and by parting with their 
money returned to their wonted peace, and 
Iquietneſc. C3 This 


„ they readily take hold k 


42 "A Father s Teſtament. mm Cap. 310 
This Ancient Couple, and our own rea 
"fon will aſſure us, that wg ſeldome 
-dwelleth with riches; never is pateht uy 


s of earth; hug 5/4 prove it 
it. Thus in Engliſh, 


Boetius. Zibr. 2. Metr. 2. 


17 ban empty all his baggs, to fiore 
"The greedy mind, (as Seas heep ſands on ſhore) 
If earth with Heaven vie Angels for her lovers, 
d evexy flar with golden Pieces covers: 
lenity, hills of wealth, and mountains heaps, 
And whatic largely gives, as ſaſely keeps; 
; The dropſie ſoul ill whines, ill chirſis, and pants 
For earth, and feels not what it has but wants, 
"When God the mouth, the throat, the akin hath cram 
With götd, che heart fill gapes, and gaſps as clam'd. 
Not'dhrth, nor ſees, nor heaven can quench this drouth 
yawn, tic're ſhuts the mouth, | | 
nt rpiv, what curb can bridle hafful Gees 5 
"And them in pace of juſt deſires 7 
WI alt ; gifes 1 which from free Heaven rams 
. Aro it as oj), and fuel to the flame. | 
1% Be never cap be full who ey” 
ieee who a W ad b 
oda; 
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Neither can Bleſſedneſs conſiſt in honour, and 
worldly advancement. 


Arthly Honour, and Greatneſs in the 
world is like a ponderousleaden weight 
in an earthly veſſel ; it breaks out the bot- 
tom : As too great a charge in a Muſket, 
either burſting the barrel, or reco ling up" 
on the diſcharger. Great Zabel hadſs own 
up, and bladdered the heart of great Nebx- 
ar, that ſwelling beyond. the de- 
| menfions of man, he burſt, His vaſt 
my thoughts ſhattered his brain-pan, ſo that not  - 
„only his Crown, but his ſenſes fell from his 
ch head. While he ſoars above the pitch of 
man unto a God, he falls beneath the loweſt 
degree of man into a beaſt, cats grſs the an 
Oxe, his Hairs metamorphoſed into Feathers 3 
and his Nails into Claws; (Dan. 4. 30, 3.0 
ſo he exempliſied that infallible truth (Which 
is therefore doubled by God) Aan that is jm 
j honour abideth not, but is like beaſts that pe» 
"1 i, Pfal. 49. 12, 20. Ge 
{| 2. Secondly, At it is with Riches, ſo win 
y - honour ; even when they are ours, they are 
Il £4 | C4 not 


= Ann Teſtament. Cap4 
I nog Ae rok No - «4 ours * in thefs 
„ than on- They arche 

avothers, (Luk. 16. 5 The ſtate in ano 
ther, in God and the benefit for others, ſor 

ur Brethren. Gad is the true Owner, 

Pfal. 24. T. The earth is the Lords, and ibe ſu 

fulneſs thereof ; the world, and they that dwell 

therein. Rich men are but his Stewards. 

He gives ſubſtance, and takes it away at 

his pleaſure (Jab 1. 21.) and we receiveſtt 

to give, and diſtribute. As God fills the 
clouds to empty them upon the earth, ſo he 
poures ip to the rich, to poure out to the 

poor, Eeclgſ. 11. 1, 2, 3. And therefore a 

-righteous Steward thus diſpenſeth them; 

He diſþerſetb and giveth to ibe pour, Pſal. 1 13.9. 
Even thus is it with honour. It is not our 
bon. It is in him that gives it, not in himY7 
tthat receives it: and we receive it not for 

our ſelyes, but for others. Fromotiom pro- 
eteds from God, Pſal. 7 5. 6, 7. and ends in his 


ws ſee 2 Cam. 5. 12. 1 King. 10. 9. h 
3 hen. 2.11, The root in another, the 
fruit for other. If then bot rowed money it 
cannot make rich, much leſs ean lent honour 
make bleſſed. 4 "17 109 $7 | 5543 21 
3. Thirdly, Iti is lyable. to all thoſe de- 
fects, and failings of other ercatures. 1. Fullif 
ol vanity, and vexation.. Even Selowonrp 
-greatnels was but vanity, Eegl. 2. 9, 1½ f 
„ A © | 7 92 
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thefsgotten (commonly) by wicked arts (flat- 1 
aregery, bribery, treachery) with grief, fear, 
10-frnvy-. And whenitis belt gotten, yet come 
for ve ito. it with much danger, hold it with 
er, nuch trouble, and cannot part from it but 
abe ith ruine. How many have ſwam to it in 
rell che blood of others, yes ſunk by it in their 
ds. wu? read, 1 King. 16. eg 80 
Look upon Devid, He roſe from following 
he Ewes with young, # feed Gods people, 
Pſal. 78. 71.) from. the ſheep-hook to the 
Scepter: Never any more truly honours- 
ple. He received it freely, when he ſought 
t not; it was caſt in to bi, 1 Sa. 16. E 
came to it innocently, and would not ſtain 
nis head with a bloody Crown, 1 8. 24. 
re 26. He managed it wiſely, juſtly, Pſa, 
im 7g. 72, He lived long, and dyed in it ripely: 
or yet the many, and great dangers throug! 
which he made toward it ; the perils, and rs 
rows (by reaſon of thoſe foul practices of 
his Son 4b/o/ow) in paſſing through its The 
roubles and tumults of Adoniab, diſturbing 
him in the farewell of it, will aſſure us, that 
here is much vanity in honour, no felicity; 
ad the Crown more heavy, than happy. 
Je- 2. There is no power in Honour to ſatif 
ull hie the; ambitious; beatt thirſting after it; 
hen he beth gathered to him all /Nations, and. 
\IefSeaped 10 him all people, bu: defire' is fill an 
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death, «nd bell, and cannot: be ſatisfied," 
2:5. He cannot reſt, or quiet his ſoul i * 
the very top of earth! -honour, and gloryſhhi 
coyets to aſcend above t heiphs of the clonds 
ſtayes not there, but will climb ap to beaven | 
neither are the Heavens high enough for hit 
he will exalt bis throne — the ſtars, am et 
be like the moſt high, Iſa. 14. 13, 14. Thi 
Prince of Tyre cannot ſtop his glorious boaſt 
ing in wiſer tha - Daniel, but ſess / 
heart as God, Ezek. 28.2; 3. And truly it i 
worthy of obſervation, that the * 5 
mag (even when it is moſt carnal, and muelſ e 
more when ſpiritual): cannot ſettle, or piecl 
upon any lower object than likeneſs to Goc 
But here lies the difference 5 the carn 
would be like him in an — ſoveraigr 
22 ſupream independancy, (Ger. 3.5. 
in humility, (hal. 113. 3, 6 
Matth. 2 29.) in holineſs, and purity, 1 Pe 
Io 15. 1 3 3. 
2:3. Neither is honour of any continuance 
Man in. honour abideth not ; bis glory ſball u 
deſcend after bim, Pſal. 49. 12, 17. How r 
gy out- live all their honour ? Thoſe d « 
born in the Kingdom become poor, Eccleſ.4.14 
They may live like Gods, and yet dye lik 
— 2. 6, 7. The life of _= ted 
flower, of ſhort continuance, and 
an, Cob 14: 1 2.) But the flower of 10 
no 


Na 
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of 
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'commonly?) buddslong after him, and 
our Cos 'before him · — — with 


him at his grave, and returns to ſome. other, 


zerhopphiy enemy. 
4. This glittering Idol of home i like 
glaring Image of Beauty. It harb ſtr 
cords ro draw a carnal: heart, but we 


Itbreds totye, and bind the affectiom whichit 
Tnatb drawn: ho is the ſoul enamoured- on 


thoſe dazeling, but falſe beams of h. 


t i net yet attained ? how ſoon it le 


and ſeatho what it hath gotten, -and-enjoy- 


vel ed? It ſparkles in our eyes, when we look 


 onit in diſtance ; but no ſooner is it worn, 


then ſoiled, and loſdthall the 2 beau- 


| That great Emperour cater 
| * ( Diochtian ) bow . did he 


A hunt after the Imperial Robe, and Diadem 


how eagerly followed it? But when he had 
a while worn it, was ſoon weaty, — off, 
and hid his head in a private dwell 

5. All earthly bonus is far.inferiour to 


that heavenly creature, which is { inci- 


pal part of man. . The. ſpirit of: man framed 
after tbe likeneſs of his Createur, * agen 


reſtored to that gloriaus im * 


tranſcendeth the vain, and h 
it can receive from mad. H nur cannot 


aſcend, but deſcends': cannat' the g iyen os 5 


an | loferiour to a Superiour. Nes we 
are 


ee the n God (oben, . 


never but then) we are truly bl 11 
Ifa- 43.4. *. 
6. ara Honour is not only | f 

no way forwarding dur happineſs, (and 
ſo — or cal honourable, as; who b 
men are: moſt deſpiſed, witveſs our mol 
dut very. d al W 
„ if not deadlys (topping: aur way id 
Ne oj glory; 24 eternal blefſedneſs H 
3.44. 612,43. Let . 
erte — n 1 Pn 


bleſſed. r Ia. 38-3. 


the on 


de, Like 4. Mer, 2. | 


. is Ld 


'  /Mounted on ſlarry thrones, - þ Veal 

Array d with Heaven (in.ſpangled blue) 
Guazged wich armen dan, 

. 4. 


| Storming with ch 


With chains withgyves, with tore, fees 
| Th Oppreliors Iye oppreſt. 

od in that ſhew, and Heay" a-like ſhell, 

: ' vou l gad che kernel bel. 
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. 
" Wrath, anger ſcar, and col: 
C Hate, Envy ſcourge with ſunky wreath ; 
- Gricks, prefling, ſqueeſe to death. 
of When then ſo many Tyrant Lords 
7 Reign in one fingle breſiʒ; 
Inos can it (bound wich ſelf-will'd cords) 
hi Do what it ſelf chinks beſt ? 
Inc that rules men, ſerves luſt, 's a thing, 
Much greater flave, than. King, 


If then our Happineſs denen nor 
patcht up b —_—_ Honours * much 
fie by Pleaſure 


— 


— 


Car. V. 


J Bodily pleaſure, oy, and mirth he 
ee edneſs. 2 


— 


Lenne is the Idol, and God: of & 
rures + like Childrens Babies, tri 

Ic — and trimm d with toyes, and | 

Igaude, but within u rotten ſtick · It hath a 

— obi ſubjec, eithet the body (Where 


properly 


2 n 
properly it is called plenaſure, and 1 


or the ſoul, where: we term it joy, — 
mirth. Neither of bath; if carnal, 
ly, can poſlibly — the bleſſed eſtar 1 
of man, but are rather. unreconcileable ad-. 
verſaries to our bleſſednefs. If we loobint 
well upon them, and thro e Ae 

their attendants, we ſhall find that cargalfe- 
joy, and mirth dwelf, live, and dye with , 

rief. Even is laughter the "Beart is a 0 

, and the end of that miri & beavinef, 
Prov. 14. 13. As we ſay of ſwine There & 
great cry, and little wu ; anch crackting offi 
thorns, and little heat, Eccleſe 7.6. whoſo- 
ever ſerves them, they" beſtow their live u 
upon them, 8 —_ — and c (They 
. heart of 4 foo e houſe of wirth ht 
Eccleſ. 7.4.) * will ſoon prefer them 
from-rhe”Hofpirat” ro” Bedtaw, T ſaid offf* 
langhter it is mad, Eccleſ.-2. 2. And wha 
is pleaſure to the body, but an itching x 
worm, which 8 it is clawed breaket hg 
ddt int fcb 5 a 12 rickling of ory 
till it end in an Hieknp ? br is common to af! 
beaſt, and exiſts only in that part of man,F" 
Which is bis belt, even fleſh, - »:.7 

And their fruits (commonly) ver rery'p per: 
nisious. Carnal joy tuns us out 
houſe : Per. 11. 15. J ranks us amongſt th 
molt lexvq asd wieked gerſons, ven God 


079 ſpirit 


ry ri poigtz out to un marked with the 
brand; who rejoice to ds evil, and + 
* Tee of the wicked, Prov. 2. 14. 
zaſure is to our eſtates here a 4 
a = a 
adi wich his curſe. 
14 4 poor mar, ard be that loverh Wine, and 
ich | gre —— 21. 17. It is a pal- 
to our bodies, unſinues them, and makes 
7 um (as an unſtringed Lute, or Voyal) fit 
or nothing. As we read of Hexribels ſoul- 
ö 4 ders, that when they entred Cc, they were 
ſo· ore then men, but diſſolved with — 4 
TyJures of that rich, and voluptuous 
They went out leſs than women. Tothe foul © 
wy tis a ſweet poiſon ; choakes it in the ſeed; 
nd birth, (Luk. 8, 14.) Souriſpes it to flangh+ 
"4 2 Jaw, 5. 5. To the whole — — 
uatſſumed grave : They that live in 
vg leed while they live, 1 Tim. 5. 6. de toGod, 
plead to men, dead to themſelves 3 the vary 
y e, foul dead in its life, coffin'd, and buried in 
he body. How impoſſibly then can a vo- 
a, uptuous man live happily, who is dead 
f ile be lives, — to an everlaſting, 
TH Ane Jenei-liviog death ? 
_ Laſtly lais wich chore ſubjec 10all ne 
defects, which before were mentioned; that 
e eker ed ar rene 


"5 * 8 
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ta make up our happineſs, or to help us i 
thepur auto ie, 1. It a We 
thing elſe but crackling of thorns under 
pot, Eccleſc7.6. 2. It ſatisfies not: witneſs th 
Epicnre, who proclaimed a reward to Iuveni 
ers of new pleaſures. 3. It laſts not, is but for? 
mowent(Jeb'20.5.)anddies in the very birth. 
4. It is not fo alluring before; as loathſom 
after enjoying: witneſs mnon, 2 Sam. 13.15 
5. It is far beneath us, as being common wit! 
us to beaſts. And 6. needleſs and dangerou 
oe to you that laugh vom, Luk. 6. 25. Thif 
apter let me conclude alſo with the ſamgÞ 
philoſophical poet. | * 
Boetius. Zibr. 3. Aietr. 7. 
All Pleaſures ride with ſpurs : they goar the heart, 
And drivcit firſt to run, ind then to ſmart. 
Pleaſures are Bees; Bees have their bag, and fling; . 
Thoſe drops ol fweer, theſe fircams of torment bring. 
The bag flies with the Ber; the ſling remains: | o 
Hoey flitting are our joyes F how lafting paius? e 
He that in honied Hive of Pleaſure dwells, ö 
Soon dies to Heav'n, lives to a thouſand hells. 
The happineſs of —— ſtands not 
in out things » They are leterqge· F 
nie (of another nature) and cannot piece, 
ar he united with us. They are without us, 
and we without them happy- * 3 
| Other 


. — Aale, Te, 

14 — n 
nour Beau reungth? in our 

— Do not theſe 

d bleſſed At leaſt do they not concurr 29 
neceſſary parts of our happineſs ? 
2 theſe rather follow an happy rake 
conſtitute our happineſs. 


wm T3 
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2 xi Qanalfh 
hig 
m leſſedneſs is not in any thin corporal,” of 


etl moral. 


T 4 UR Bodies are but the houſes of our 
ſpirits, and houſes of clay, Job 4. 19. 
. the houſe: of a Snail, it is mov . wy 
Jarried by the Iahabitant. And as 8 
8. ail-ſhells are ſome black, and duſty, ſome 
itteriog in divers colours, ſo is it with theſe 
Feil of our ſpirits: Some the hand of our 
Jotter ſeems to frame of finer earth, or at 
aſt tinſoyla them with more lovely paint- - 
s. ome formed of more courſe and. dirty 
Fetal. or ( being not leaded ) have not that 
Joſe, and glittering., As our houſes ſome” 
1 with plain leme, others e 
relith lime, and waſhed over, mn 
| D Now 
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Na as in our houſes we look firſt to thi 
materials, — to the form, (the oni 
1 e other beauty to o 
— 6) ntche Body ſtrength zand beat 
ſpecial 'xndowments of it. ' Beau 
— hg of graſt, CM Pet. 1. 24. 
not all out fo ſair, ſull out as fading; blaſter 
with the wind, ſeared with the Sun, ſmittet 
with every worm : and (it it had no 0 
ward enemy) rotting in the ripening, anc 
ever ſlubbered in theuſing. Sickneſs turny - 
it into duſt, death into dung, the one make 
It; ut blow; the other loathſome. Fg 
von (therefore) is deceitful, and beauty vai 
(Prov. 31. 30.) nay often dangerous: : 
it hath cords to draw a luſting affection, . 
hath it ares toin le us 15 'theſe cordi f 
It 5s n fire that may ſcorch-others. uad ec 
ſume eur Felyes? ow then ſhould Beau 

5 bappy, when many ene Cl 9 


n and his "he 7 iP 0 a 41 159 
beer! which more y, if helf UL 
ern beautiful. ; 197 


"37 Secondly, What is chere 15 boch in 
fir h (were it equal to Sum in t 
latitude, and in the Jovgirude to Caleb, Joi Ci 
14.165 11. what can che fulleſt dinien s 
of ſtrength bring with them/t6 . "Jl 
happy? By firength” fp x0 war 
7 Sam. 2.9, The -battel is 38 4 he fre , cv! 

| ec 
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is not worth a (mile; r. 
unbends, and Age bends the 
dence, dr ivesusto raſh attempts, fails us in 
the execution, and betrayes us to Yeltrue 
Gion. 1514 ft! $3, L 1 9 {' 137 22 2 

' Nay if we travel further into this leſſen 
world of nap, and ſearch into the bowels 
of it, we ſhall ind nothing im the Hu, or 
Hears City, which will help to build up on 
happineſs. True iodeed it ie dem en. 
celleth folly, 48 fur 4s light daplueſi, yet thought 


he wi wan eyes be im his Aided, he cannot 
; — 4 the event of fopls's what happans 
to 


e fool happens to the wiſe, ſ. 8. 
19, 14, 1 5. If it dwell with poverty, it is 
followed wich ſcorn, Ecclefe 9. 16. It is ever 


Harried to pain ; and ſorrowthe iſſue of tue 
4 wateb, and grows up with it, Eccigſ 1. 18. 
some fooliſhneſs is wiſer than it, and utter - 
I out- wits it; 1 Cor; 1. 23. And as our na- 


tural wiſdom moſt often perverts us, (Hl. 
#7740.) bladders, and ſwellsus(oft toburſt- 


di wp) J. 10. 13. 1 Cor. 8:x.: ſo when it 


sup ina caroal mind it turns fooliſhneſs 
1 Cor. 3. 19.) enmity to God (Hom. 8:7) 
ad deviliſh; Jari 3. 15. We ſee it ordina- 


6 4 rily chat choſe ſabtile heads which are tu- 


red in that Florentine: univerſity, ſoon 
4 Maſter": 
'Devils. 
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Deyik. And truly I think no wiſe man can 
diſcern how that can merit the name of wiſ- 
dome, which muſt neceſſarily firſt proceed fool, 
before it can be ibe grace 10 ge ont wiſe, 
1 Cor. 83. 18. 1100 | 
| But to help it a little, joyn with this natu- 
ral wiſdome moral boneſty, and ſtretch them 
both co the uttermoſt extent, yet will they 
till fall ſhort, and never teach to happineſs. 
They are like that Scribe who anſwered diſ- 
ereetly ; be was #01. far from: the Kingdow of 
- God, Mark. 12. 34. but ſtopping there was 
never in it. Morality in thoſe ethick Sages is 
like the rings and jewels of running cheat- 
ers; braſs but fairly gilded, fair ſtones, but þ 
counterfeit. -': They oft deceive,. never. en- 

rich the Owner: precious to the view, but ( 
bring them to the Touch, of no value. And: f © 
as ſome Plidias ſtatue exquiſitely formed : 
may ſeem to live, breath, Oc. yet is but af," 
ſtone; ſo lifeleſs is all their; morality : for 
be that hath the Son, hath life, and be that hath 
not the gon, hath ot life, 1 Joh. 5. 12. If ſome. 
old Image goawn with Rats, be trickt up 
again, with anew dreſs, and garniſhed with; 
choice colours, yet are colours indeed dead 
as the rotten ſtock. Such were thoſe old; 
heathen Philoſophers, Images of Virtue, or; 
rather (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks of Sacrifices ) 


3 ſhadows of good things, Heb. 10. 1. They - | 
__— . 2 | were 


: | he © . - * 5 1, © yy La 5 
| Cap.6. A Father Teſtament. 


were as all other, in nature dead in firs, end 
zreſpaſſes, Eph. 2. 5. And how ſhall the hand 
be living, when the heart is dead ? the 
fruit good, when the Tree is evil 2 The 
beſt of them profeſling themſelves wiſe; 
became fools, Rom. 1. 22. Neither the wiſ⸗ 
dom of Socrates , the juſtice of Ariſtidec, 
could in this life ſecure them from earth- 
ly calamities, death, baniſhment, &'c. How 
ould it help them in that other, with 
that Judge, where the Saints and the 
righteouſneſs ( not waſhed is the blood 
the Lamb, Rev. 7. 14.) are off as an un- 
clean thing, and as filthy raggs, Wa. 64. 6. 
7 ny ſpeaks, 5 fair —_— — 
( ſplenaida peccata iſterin : An 
truly ſin gliſtering A no leſs filthy, but - 
| more dangerous: braſs, (as all other) but 


I better poliſhed. All the former diſcourſe 


= let me ſhut up with another Poem of that 
10 Flatonick, Philoſophcr. : | 

— Boetius. Libr. 3. Aietr. 8. 

tk I When Ignorance leads fools (both blind) they firay. 


4 How ſhould they hitt, or mils their end, or way? 


aC 
le 


we ſeck not grapes on thorns, on thiftles figgs : 


ON A Who gathers pearls from Vines, or gold from ewiggs - 


1 that would feaſt his guefls with Lenten diſhes, 
ere Due; not dry Mountains, not thin Ayer fiſhes, 


D3 ae 


kane, Nine. PR | 


Hethat wich Ven'ſon would hispalace pleaſe, 
wins not his Hounds in Brooks; or hunts the Scat. 
Tethis black Cloſets (hid with fark deep floods) 
Man learch, know, rifle, ranſuck all her goods. 
Winne brighteſt Pearleſhehoords in Oyſter cells, 
Whitc Cotal grafts, here ſiotes ket purple (hell ; 
2 hade her Matkets, Fairs, where, when to buy 
of Fiſh ; where Cribs, where Lobſters lye 3 
c that tod, which takes man bleſſed yrs, 
Ty have nd cars to hear, to ſee, no eyes. 
4 canth fool hunt, which far tranſcends the poles : 
They tear, dig, delve, oh are they men, or moles ? 
| cork deferveſuch Bedlams ? blindſold wretches | 
Tiz'd let chem All purſue their honouss, riches, 


| And prefi with falſe goods, give. them eyes to view = 


The dot of falle, rp e 
20 4 4 


Un then in none of theſe, | 
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1: Cap. VII. N 
Where lies the Portion of Man? 


| HE Portion, or Inheritance of mas, 
which makes him bleſſed, lies not fo 

low as the higheſt creature. His Treaſure 
is not buried in earth, but bagg d up in 
| Heaven, LA 12.33. Heaven indeed is his 
* Store-houſe, but not his Portion. He that 
is infinitely higher than the Heavens, ( Heb. 
17.26.) he wbom the Heaven of Heavens cannot 
contain, (2 Chron. 6. 18.) he, and he alone is 

| mans Inberitance. Man is the great Favou- 
rite of Heaven, and of the Ring off Heaven © 

and though he were made a little lower thay 

the Angels, yet his Lord moſt highly advanced 
him, for the Crown upon his head, crowned 

him with glory, and honour ( Pſal. 8. 5; 6.) 
and gave him dominion over the works of his 
and. The gift was very great, but not 
I propottionable to the love, or perſon, of ' 
'pJ the Gier. Therefore our gracious Lord, 
After he had beſtowed all bis creatures upon 


us tobe our ſervants, gave us himſelf to be 
our Lord: (a gift fully, and only anſwer- . * 
D 4 able 
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able to his love) Some ſervice is more - 
| [nourable than ſome command: A greaterſti 
-- Cdignityto ſerve. the King, than to command iy 
_ Whoſoever hath taſted bow good this 
Tord ie, (Pſal. 34. 8.) counts all things dung fy 
and loſs in compariſon of his ſervice, Phil,» 
3. 8. They prefer his livery, and the mean; 
eft place in his houſe before their Princelyſ 
Robes, or any earthly honour ? P/al. 84. 10 
Even in our Creation, when he gave himſel 
to Adam, to be bis Lord, he took Adem-untoffol 
himſelf to be his Son, Lak. 3. 38. thereforeſui 
formed him after his own Image, Gen. 1. 26. w 
And to what higher dignity can the moſt yaſtffe> 
ambition of the Creature aſpire, than to beſt 
like his Creator, his Son, and Heir? 2 
Now that our gtacious Lord offers himſelfþo 
to be our Portion himſelf frequently teſtifies. 
He often takes upon himſelf this title, the 
Portion of his people, Jer. 10.16. & 51, 19. P 
their exceeding great Reward, Gen. 15. 1. 
And as frequently his people with glad heartyffor 
acknowledge, The Lord # the Portion of 1 
inheritance; The lines are fallen unto me inſſte 
pleaſant places, Pal, 16. 5, 6. Thave a good 
tage. Thou art my Fortion, oh Lord, P(alJth 
119. 37. Even inthe deeps of bitter afſſid 
on (when then are drynken with Murm- wood) 
this upholds, and ſtrongly props them updpr 
' The Tord is my Portion; ſaith my Soul fed 
<1 Shoei * L. 
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b. 3. 15, 24. A portion ſo ful, and ſa- 

fing, that (even here) the Saints utter 

I dþ LR all things in earth, or Heaven as. - 

oy way acceſſary, or needful. to make up 

ry part of their happineſs. how have I 

il, J Heaven but thee © and there is none in earth 


1 befedes thee. heart; and 
E . 33 is the ed ON — 
nd my Portion for ever, Plal. 75. 25, 26. 
el ia this Portion lies all the the bleſſedneſs 
4 pf man : which who can more fully aſſure 
ffus, than thoſe bleſſed Saints, hs (fled 
* _ hjs moſt bleſſed Spirit) out of their 
ence, and overflowing joy pour out 
befabundantly ſuch e — > Bleſſed is — 
man vl thou chuſch oh Lord, and cauſe EIT” 
elfe approach unto thee, that þe may. dwell in thy 
es. + we ſhall be ſatisfied with the goodnef of 
* houſe even of thine holy Temple, — 65. 4. 
190 22 are they that dwell in thy bo wſe 5 they 
I. Pil ever be praiſing thee, Pal. 84. 1. 5 
rts on] bleſſed, and all Nations bleſſed in 
vAPfal. 72. 17. Nay himſelf (our e 
3 excerh us. — is the mas - 
| FT: at my gates, an — at 
1 * — 7 ders 3 for who ſo findeth ave, 
ſe, Pr ov. 8. 34, 35. b 
Saints ſometime, when either they are 
pdiprefſed down with afflitions; or newly lift- 
led up from their carthly burthens, are _ 
m. 


3 ore the pe le wha. * 
„ (that is) whoſe 125 ” 
* ep, grounds . 99 a 
ing ine captivity, no complain vu 
y Pon recl laim the ae e ' th 
_ ts recant: yea, \opop be F 
de who | the Lord fer ry Ga, 4 A 
A TY chmare.clearly man 
This wi yet mu more clearly mani 
felted,..if we look upon Ged, firit as our fü, 
Hence, Secondly, agour ful reward, . Thy 
he Covenonts to be unto us, Gen. 15. 1. Pha 
841i, For the firſt, Cod 15 a full, and ei 
tire — to * thoſe who. are "Was ai 
Aida. They have indeed very mam, 
rae ron, and and ſubgile, (yet more malicif”* 
Enawies. ; ſame without, ſome withig#" 
— the Lord (their \Shield) bear eth off fro * 
ow all their, force, fruſtrateth all thei” 
ſpite, and turoeth all their miſchief to tl . 
furtherance of his people, and confuſion of ; 
8 Not an bair Sh them ful 


L, they. ſhall. 2 ” 

with thee bee ſhell eri 

TY We * — . that is. ** 4 
projper 3, and every tongue t 

ri . thee in judgement, thou , con 65 

en > # 


> "jj E. A Faber Fiſtinita, 43 
14 1 


. is the heritage of #he $trvants. of 
; I Lord; and their righteoujneft is of me ſaith 
5 B+ Lord, If. 4. 17 · See it in particalars, | - 
All Adverts ies exerciſe a double emmity,' 
el ither hoſtile in N or civil in c- 
71 Ming. Prizcipalities,, and Powers, wraſtle 
"YJeaoſt us in * rous conflict, armed with: 
dart, and therefore we ste charged 
fe 73 whole armour of God, E pheſ. 6. xx, 
ht? 2. They are —— Accu; 
Je 2 5 12. 9,16. Even when God himſelf 
d not onl — but ſo — 
ended his ſervant Job, that ſhame U Spiric —— 
2 not aſhamed to tax him ſor an H 
Pite that ſerved for hire, not love, Job 18; 
: 
„ 10. 2. The World is an unrecoacileable 
warring not only within us ( by 
2 150 luſts ) Jam. 4. . but without, per- 
1 7 cuting, oppreſſing, and conſuming, Fal. 
* 
| 7, 157, 161. 2. Acculing ail; 
leath og * by — 
45 2 5 * Plal. 119. 23, 
"I; TRY the Fleſh warreth againſt 
2 5 Du To, ( 1 Pet, a. 11. Rom. 7. 23. ) and 
ecuſeth (Nom. 2.15. ) Againſt all their af- 
Te all their weapons, and accuſations, the 
Lord is our full protection. 
7 In war there is a twofold defence, r. Nus 
7 2 „ in ſituation, as impaſſable Rocks, 
ountains, Rivers, Coverts, or Shelters. 
2, Artificial, 


} 


| | Cap 
2. Artifickal, made by hand ; and ſome moi.” 
diſtant, walls, towers, fortreſſes ; and foul; 
nearer, ſhields, and other armours. 1. 
Lord is alltheſe unto his ſervants, 1. Mou 
tains round about them, (P/al. 125.1, 2&1 
2. The only Rock (2 Sam. 2 2. 32.) 3:8r0a3: 
rivers, where no ſhip can paß, (Iſa 33.21. 
4. A Covert, or hiding Place, (Hal. 32... 
& 119. 114.) 5. A Fab, and that of fire, 


( Zech. 2.5.') 6. A Tower, (Prov.18. 10. 
7. A Fortreſs, ( Eſal. 18. 2.) 8. A Shield; 
(Prov. 30. 5.) a compaſſing ſhield, ( Pſa. 
5. 12.) like the Cherubiars. flaming ſword£e. 
curing every way for our protection 
9. Our Advocate (1 Job. 2. I.) to who, 


all the Saints confidently repair upon all, 
occafions to plead their cauſe, ( Eſal. 3 5. 11 
& 119.124.) 10. Neither is he only oui 
defenfive, but offenſive armour alſo, both. 
Shield, and Sword, Deut. 33.29. He bears don 
aur foes, and plagues them that hate us, Pſa. 89. 23. 
In a word he is our Foreward, he our Nere 
| med, (Isa. 5 . 12.) compaſling, and encloÞ;c 
ſing us with his Almighty arms, as with tw qi 
insincible Armies. . 
This is his promiſe, and the deed fully an. 

ſwers it. Look upon it in ſome inſtaunces I 
The Lord Covenants with Abrabam, Iſaac . 
and Jacob to be their ſhield. They were 
fee, Pilgrims in ſtrange, and Heathen Coun- 
E a 5 | a | tre ys. 


. What but this ane e 5 


1 S hand to . — 


1d bis banda, and lips alſo, Gem. 3 1.29. 
1 lle (nor without cauſe) 

d, the Lord made his enemies more 

er him, thanbe of bis enemies, Gem. 
g. 5. when he was to paſs by Eſan Co 
"they, God gave bim a royal convoy,: two 
1 2 of Angels to guard him, (Gen. 3 2. 1,2.) 
7 ted into tears bloody heart of his 
7Alicious Brother, Ger. 33. 4- In brief when 
| 2 4 very few in nuwber, and 
enger, when they went from one Nation 10 
not ber People, be ſuffered no mam io do them 
f g: yea he reproved Kings for their fakes, 

Jhl-105. 12, 13, 14. David was ſometime 
the paws of Bears, ſometime in the jaws 
Lions, encounters Goliab, but! is ſtill ſafe 

der Geds band, (1 Sam. 17.) Saul purſues 

Sn. bunts him (1 $4.26.18,20.) watches 
> Im st his houſe , (I Sa. 19. 11.) com- 

Itech him about, (1 Sex, 23. 26.) ſur- 
Tiſes him in a Cave, ( 1 Sam. 24. 3.) but 

| M hes ſafe a reg * 5 

Jountrey oppoſes 
Finces, Frieſti, People, one pope e Gaſt Ha im, 
it all cannot prevail: and what the-reaſon? 
mw with thee ſaith the Lord 10 deliver 
* 1-18, 19. They ſwite bim, put him. 5 


E: * 3 : hw 2 


1 28.3 
« 2 5 2 den . WY a 


_  — uber Gang; g. Aud liel 
1 $/(Jer.z® 1 . CREW 
ſtocles, i n prif on; th the da 
prey 22 — and he de 
ed KO __ 5 — ruckt Wen 


Ps. ny event 
Pops hve whe, by erils, · aud 275 


joyful, — 532 Cor. 1 . 7 
e ww Lien Don; as in 2 Raise 
—— * — in a burning Fur 
; ai dane 3. The eruch is, we: 
Rave — ges, but be thanges — 
2 


2VuAndbeouufe where ſo many, andiv era 


2 —K———————5 


Adverfatigo wulle abeut c devour, (I 7. | 


776.) — ing into all advantages wa 
upon al to deſtroy us, we weib 
e Sando) (ting us 3 
toſeelf (ets the watch, 12 141. 3 
— (in bis- own--per Go) wi 
Foc Wag — nor ſleeps, to Nucl 
ward abdut — (fal. 21; 2, 4. 9. and 


them in is" ea os 
x. che Bar * this ok with our ey 


5 all their undermi ni 8; ble b 
I 2 20 mpreguably fences o 


PCapiy/ ene Eee, Ip. 
ve fee them (in this World) ſubject not = 
«| ſto much evilʒ but 4 oy dent it 
1. Ktiow afluredly r "he 
e, and general 2255 V 4 — 5 5 
' F530 71. 10, AW — ö 
x Rom. a thing: 2 — ; and 
0 eousted evil by car men, n in 
„ cheir wiſtaking weakneſs, © on 4 
J 2 departure in the fl real 
85 to the elles, but they 


b 16. A 7. Feen 1 BAK L 
15 blubberd eyes are . cant a hi 


JE und Gods fuithſul vel Foe ep 
—— ert * — — 
ure, Pſa. 119. 71, s 
* e 2 where Gol hath given % 
eur Life. Death is 0wr?) 2 Cot) aki , 
'n 9 e 5 2 A 2 : 
Nek brit, 1 4. 4. deſire ves 
het zodly manner, (2 Cor: J., 4. "as — 
uc envied us by wicked ene 
El 23. to" ny 3 ies, ** 8 
heck. 2. Nay thip ard bor fo futioed' by 


| mop Shield, but that often * receive 
ey rgar. 


w fo dif f bears, —_— cap- 
. P Nom 7. 237" 
1 71. Tbese fe 498-5, 6 . ap? 


* 2 fo of friends, ſome of 'enemies ; ſome kill- 
© ho healing. A gungeon Will Wound, 
an 


WT Tenn, "Gal 


lanch 4 ſore 3 nay a Mother. The q 


ä who 


ſe wounds drainech our ſurrouudi 
and purgeth, our deadly, bell 
iſt i Peter's fall. broke the heart c 
l ee and the ſtiff neck of hit 
but he loſt not one Limb of the.new 
Therefore ebriſt called it Winnowing 
ing of heat, Luk. 22.31. The Cort 


to kill, but cured, him 
Lord our heavenly Phyſpcion en & ; ; 


the Floar, but is cleanſed looms ; 
chaff ad duet, and: ſo. made t for uſe | 
And it is much to be obſerved that none have 


been more .cleanſed,. than they who ha 


moſt ſinned. 4. This Captivity is but at 4 
e effion of Iſrael ; It forces to cry; 
deliver me? (Compare Juag. 4+ 3: 


. 7. 24.) this ery affects the foul 


= our; Saviaur, ( grieyed for the miſery o 


his. Iſrael Judg. 10, 16.) ſo God. ariſes | 


ſeatters our enemies, and we are more that 


onqnerours in bim. that loved ws, Ron 
37. 


4b Secondly; As be is a full defence ſaf 


exceeding * reward ; exceed i 


not only ſſibility 


vin gee ch tnermol reach o * . 


For as his love il 


Em 
aebi Eph, 3. 19 · fo his greatnel 
| unſearchable$ 


Ip. A Fuer: Teſtament, 


uy unſearchable, P/al. 145. 3. He is only good, - 
Matth. 9. 17. abundant in „ 
4. 6. For as he is the only Fountain diſtill- 
ing all good into all Creatures: ſo is he an 
5 Jovberflowing Ocean pouring out to men (not 
ia drops but) ſtreams his Rivers of living 
hid pleaſures, and goodneſs. See Pſal. 36.8, 9. 
PThey are abundantly ſatisfied with the fat- 
. of his houſe, he makes them drink of the 
ider of his pleaſures : for with him # the 
Fountain of life, and in his light we ſhall ſee 
e. Hence it is that his Servants wrapt, 
"od even ſwallowed up in this torrent with 
dmiration, and exclamation teſtifie,, 0h 
ow great ( bejond expreſſion, or compre- 
- _Menfion) # thy Me to them that fear thee, 
"1 Thich thou baſt wrought for them that truſt in 
hee, before the Sons of men? Pſal. 3 1. 19. Where 
Fan we, turn our ſelves but we ſhall hear 
„very Creature ready to joyn in conſort with 
Ie Saints, and to ſing ? Thon crowneſt the year 
th goodneſr, and thy ſteps drop fatneſs : they 
Vp pon the paſtures of the Wilderneſs, and 
e /ittle bills rejoice on every fide. The 
4 oſtures are cloathed with flocks, the Vallies 
deu ße covered with Corn, they ſhout for joy, 
5 alſo ſing, Pſil. 65. 11, 12, 13. How 
- Finumerable are the Creatures in the 
ne ren, Ayer, * Fer, 2 3 
F them proclaim bis goodneſs, being in 
able; F E K _— 


ave 
EKF 
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their Creation Very Good? Gen. 1. 28.) and 
daily by bis good Providence, feaſted, and 
filled with good ? Pſa. 104. 28. It is not 
in vain that Gods Spirit by the Pſalift com- 
pares our defence in God to a Shield, our 
reward to the Sun, Pſal. 84. 11. A Shield 
ſaves us by its own gaſhes ; we cannot be 
wounded till our ſhield be pierced. He is 
' offliGedin aur affliion, Iſa. 63. 9. when men 
tear the faithful (as Pſal. 35.15.) they 
ſcratch his eyes, Zech. 2. 8. He is perſecuted 
in his Members, A. 9.4. All the wrongs 
all the ſtripes, ſcoffs, deriſions, abuſes faſten- 
ed upon his people lite upon him. For he 
is the ſhield that bears off all. The Sun is 
the. fountain of light: and not the Ayer on- 
Is and every ſublunary creature, but even 
7 

T 


I 
0 
b 
b 


| Luminaries of Heaven have no other 
bo. but what they kindle at his fire. HowW IA 
freely, and plentifully doth that great Ligh 

ſhed his beams not only through the ſkies 
and ayer, but down to the earth, and everyſf*< 
earthly Creature; It gilds every weed, and ful 
dung-hill : and though it lends ſa bountifullyf* 
to all, yet it is ſelf ſtill as full as ever. Such 
a reward is our Tord unto us. Seeing thei 
ke is firſdinfinitely great and l Nations no 
atbing before him, aud to him leſs than nothing ® 
(Ifa. 49.17.) and (ſecondly)infinitely, anh 
incowprebenfibly good, abundantly ſur®d 
| roundieg 


Cap. 7. AFather's Teſtament. . J 
: rounding the moſt vaſt defires in his good - 
neſs, commanding us to open our mouths 
wide, that is, to enlarge our hearts in thirſt- 
ing, our mouths in aſking, and promiſes to 
fill them, (Pſal. 81.10.) certainly they can 
want nothing, to whom he is all things. And 
this is it which draws out the hearts of his 
ſervants to all thankfull acknowledgement : 
The Lord is my Shepheard, I ſhall not want 
Surely mercy, and goodneſs ſhall follow me aff 
dayes of my life, and I will dwell in the houſe 
of the Lord for ever, Pſal. 23. It is altogether 
Impoſſible for any Creature to think that 
God can be any ſuch thing, which can poſſi- 
bly be better d, or excell'd by any thing, as 
being a good without limits, which the more 
we know, and enjoy, the more we eſteem 
land affect: It cannot therefore be denyed 
hat the higheſt, and only happineſs of man 
Fonſiſts in the getting, and enjoying him. 
r Hearken then to that ſweet invitation of 
hat ſo often before mentioned Philoſopber, 


d poet. 


Boetius. Eibr. 3. Metr. 10. 
ine et , hither corne (poor Captives) you whoſe minds 
"With duſt (caft in your eyes) Luſt cheating blinds, 


ne 
. ur id to baſe earth with willing fetters binds: 


edis E 2 Come 
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Come weary ſouls, here reſt, here quiet bide, 

Come, anchor, here's your Port, here ſaſely ride: 
Your guilt in this cloſe Sanctuary hide. 


Nor Golden Tagu, nor bright Humus ſircams, 
Nor India's (cif, whoſe womb: Sols hotter beams 
Fill with rich ſecd, red, white, green glittering gern, 


No ſparkling Pearls your quenched ſnuff can tine: 
The more ye cleave to their deceitful ſhine, 
The more y are buried in their Dungeon mine. 


Their gliſtering rayes, which kindle fond deſire, 
Are earthly, and beget but fatuous fire; 
Shine but in night : they riſe, and ſet in mire. 


But this Eternal Sun (whoſe ſplendour bright | 
Rules, quickens all, gives you both life, and light) f 
The eye that wiſily views with fixed fight, p 
Will ſwear the Starrs, the Moon, the Sun it (elf is night . c 


But you will ſay, How ſhall we poſſiblyſ g 
meet? God is in Heaven we os earth, Ecclel.f oi 
5. 2. he of purer eyes than to behold evil, thai 7 
cannot look upon iniquity (Hab. 1. 13.) We al 31 
an unclean thing, and our righteouſneſs a filthy in 
rag, Iſa. 64.6. He higher than the Heavens b 
Heb. 7.26, we «s low as Hell. Obſervq th 
therefore, : Pr; 

>: Car 
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— 


or ; 


6 VIII. 


How we attain this Portion. \ 


Uch is the high favour which we (poor 


| x )duſt) have found in the eyes of our glori- 


ous Creatour, that he hath not only ſet us out 
our Portion in himſelf, but tyed himſelf to 


us, and us to himſelf in the fure bond of an 


everlaſting Covenant, in which he hath paſſed 
himſelf to us, and purchaſt us to himſelf: 
he ours, (as before) and we his Portion, 


Deut. 32. 9. Zech. 2. 12. He our King, 


(Ho. 13. 10.) we his Kingdom (Exod. 19, 


3, 6.) He tous a Father, (2 Cor. 6. 18,) in 


love, and providence, ( Hol. 14. 4. Matth. 
6. 26.) we to him Children, in love, and 


Jobedience, Deut. 10. 12. Jer. 7. 28. | 


This his Covenant he hath frequently en 
groſſed for us (that we might have it ever in 
our eyes) not only in his word (Gen. 17. 7. 
Fer. 3 1. 31, &c.) but in our hearts alſo, Jer. 
31. 33. As Jonathan, becayſe he delighted 


fl i! David ( 1 Sam. 19. 22 and loved bim as 


his own Soul, regarded not the diſparity of 
their condition, but diveſted himſelf of his 
Princely robes, to adorn his ſervant, and 

E 3 having 


having given, and tyed his heart to him be- 
fore, now gives his hand, and binds himſelf 
to him in a ſure knat of a friendly Cove- 
nant, (I Sam. 18. 1, 2, 3.) ſo our moſt gra- 
cious Lord, having his delights with the Sons of 
mem (Prov. 8.31.) loving ws beyond know- 
ledge, (Epheſ. 3. 19.) fo far deſcended (in 
the depth of his love) from the height of 
his 444jeſiy, that he even bound himſelf to the 
elay of his hands. Perhaps the learned Hea- 
then might have ſome dimm fight of this 
great Myſtcrie, and veiled it under the Fable 
of Pygmalior ;. who having framed a curious 
Katue in the form of a Woman, fell into love 
with it, and when he had gotten it enliven- 
ed, married it. Love even deſires union 
and communion with the beloved. This in- 
comprehevſible goodneſs of God, and great 
| Kpſterie of Godlineſs will be beſt opened un- 
to us by way of Queſtion,” and Anſwer. 
Breft, 1. Hath God never made more Cove- 
hams with man than one? Anuſw. God hath 
made divers Covenarts; (as Gen. . 9, Oc. ) 
but ſpecially two, the Old, and New, (Jer. 
31. 31.) or the fri, and ſecond Covenant, 
Geb. & 7.) Queſt. 2. Wyuh whom did God 
make theſe Con unte? Anſuw. With the two 
Adams the firſt with the ft Adam, and his 
ſeed: the ſecond with the ſecond Adam, and his 
feed > the firſt made with a ſervant, * 

ore 
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fore a Covenant of works, in this tenure, Do 
this and live, (Gal. 3. 12.) The ſecond mide 
with the Son, and therefore a Covenunt 

Grace, wherein God giveth what he aſketh, 
and worketh, what he commandeth : bids 
us, Live, and ſo gives us life, (Exel 16. 6.) 
commands his Covenant, (Pſal. 111, 9.) and 
ſo writcs it in our hearts, Jer. 31. 33. Thus 
our new Covenant is made firſt, and immedi- 
ately with Chriſt our Redeemer, and mediately 
with us through him our Mediatour, 8d Iſa. 
59. 20, 21. Gal. 3. 16. Qyeſt. 3. Was then 
that. firſt Covenant broken? Anſw. By the firſt 
Adam it was utterly broken, (Gen. 3.) aud 
ſo by all mankind, (Jer. 31. 32.) And hence 
with the root dyed all the branches, (Rom. 
5. 12.) And certaialy never can we ſuffici- 
ently admire, or bleſs that miracle of Gods 
metcy, in which, after that by our treache- 
rous revolture, and rebellion, we had broken 
Covenant, and were utterly fallen into eter- 
nal death, and mifery, he hath taken advau- 
tage (by our breach of Covenant) to make 
a better Covenant with us, and by our fin, 
and rebellion to glorifie his grace, in doing 
us more good than ever: that ſeeivg we ſo 
waveringly fell in the firſt, we might invincis 
bly ſtand in the ſecond Adam; and having 
loſt our ſelves, and all our bleſſedneſs in the 
one, we might regain, and eternally retarn it 
in the other. E 4 Aud 


7 1 Father's Teftament. Cap. 8. 
And hence the firſt is called the ure of $ 


the ſecond Adam, (Rom. 5. 14.) becauſe as 
the firſt was the Head, and Root of our firſt 
Covenant, in whom we were all bleſſed if 
he ſtood, and curſed if he fell; ſo the ſe- 
cond is the Head of our ſecond Copenant, 


with whom (becauſe he cannot dye) eur liſe þ 
ir bid wp in God, (Col.3.3.) in whoſeeter- 
nal bleſſedneſs we are everlaſtipgly bleſ- & 


ſed. | 
est. 4. What is our new Copenart 2 and 
the matter of it? Anſw. In a word, as Chriſt 


Teſws is the Head, ſo is he allo the matter of þ 


our Covenant. For whatſoe ver God beſtows 


on us is in chriſt, and we receive it in 52 7 


and whatſoeyer he requireth af us, Chri 
doth it in us, and we perform it in him: fo 


| he 40 in all, Col. 3. 11. Hence he is often g 


called our Covenant, Iſa. 42. 6. & 49. 8. 
Obſerve it in ſome particulars : 1. He pro- 


miſeth to ſave us ſtom all gur enemies, (Luk, n. 


1. 74.) and gives Chriſt to be our Salvation, W1 
Act. 13. 47. He Covenants to make us blel- þ 
ſed, and gives him to be what he promiſeth þ 
to give, Gen. 22.18. 2. He ſees that we are 


filthy, (T. al. 14. 3.) and therefore demands P. 


of us that we waſh, (Jer. 4.14.) and he pure 
a be & pure, (Levit. I 1. 45.) He knows 
how unable we are to do it: For though we 


waſh us with »itre, and take much ſope, yet our Þ 


mniquily 


}f Gniquity i marked before bia, (Jer. 2. 22. 
f can the 3 change his 2 


ſt er the Leopard his ſpots, (Jer. 13. 23.) Him- 
i elf therefore undertakes it, and covenants 
e- to waſh and cleanſe ws from all our filthineſ,, 
t, Ezek. 36. 25. Hence he openeth 4 ſoumtain 


ſe o 1 (even in the fide of the Lord Jeſw) 
r- Fer ſim and for uncleamneſ, (Zech. 13,1.) 
(- Fives us Chriſt, aud Chris waſhes ws in his 

blood, Rev. 1. 5. 3. He knows our fooliſh- 
ad Ineſs. A people are fooliſh, ſottiſh children, 
iſt IC Jer: 4. 22. Tit. 3.3.) that we are beaſts, 
of Ind bruitiſh in our knowledge, (Jer. 10. 14.) 
ws Hund his infinite Wiſdom can take no pleaſure 
n ; in fools, (Eccleſ. 5. 4.) commands us there- 
if ore to be wiſe, (Pſa). 2. 10.) and often ex- 
ſo ſhorts us to it. 0h that they were wiſe, ¶ Deut. 
en B82, 29: Again, Te fools ! when will ye bemiſe ? 
8. N Pſal. 94. 10.) but knows It is out of our 
o- each, { Wiſdom is too high for a fool, Prov. 
ik; 4.7.) Himſelf therefore gives it liberally, and 
on, (braids not (Jam. 1. 5.) givesChriſt (be wif 
eſ- Nom, 1 Cor. 1.24.) to be our Wiſdom, (1 Cor. 
th H. 36.) 4. The Lord knows we are Captives 
are Satan, taken by bim at his will, (2 Tim. 
ids E. 26.) ſervants, or ſlaves to divers luſte, 
ure Tit.3. 3.) commands us to looſe our 
ws ſelves from our bonds (I/. 52. 2.) to deli-. 
er our ſelves, (Zech. 2, 7.) knows we can 
Heyer be free till the Sen makes #7 ſtee, (Joh, 


8:36:) 


. ese. Araber: Teſtament. © 
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8. 36.) Himſelf therefore proffers to be ou 
Redeemer, (Iſa. 4 1. 14.) and gives the 
Jeſu to be our Redemption, (1 Cor. 1. 30. 
In a word ; we are dead, and he our Th 
we hunger · ſtarved, and he our food, ( Jol 
5. 35.) we naked, and poor, he our cloath 
ing, and riches (Rev. 3. 17, 18. Gal. 3. 27. 
we blind, and even darkneſs, (Eph. 5. 8. 
he our ligöt, (Joh. 8. 12.) we excluded from 
the Kingdom of Heaven, he the Door to et 
ter us, (Job. 10. 9.) we ſtraying, loft ſbe ep 
he our way, (Joh. 14. 6.) and Shepherd tq 
conduct us, ( 1 Pet. 2. 25.) we dull, he tht 
Dnickening Spirit, (1 Cor. 15. 45.) we wealth 
and can do nothing, (Jh. 15. 5. ) he out. 
ſtrength, through whom we can do all things 
(Phil. 4. 13.) we altogether empty, 20 gos 
thing in our fleſh, (Rom. 7. 18.) he our forn 
tain and fulneſs of grace, Joh. 1. 16. 
Queſt. 5. What ſpecial benefit de wer 
ceive by him, being now made the Head, ane 
matter of our Covenant? Anſw. Infinite, an 
fpecially that fulneſs (even now) in hit 
which we cannot yet have in our ſelv 
and that perfection whereby our weak perf: 
ſons, and failing actions are accepted in him 
Thus the righteouſneſs of the Law is fulfilled 
zn , (though not yet by us) Rom. 8. 3, 
for he is the end, or perfiction (H) of th 
law for righteonſneſs unto every believer, Rout 
10. 


p.Cap.8. A Father's Teſtament. 
2.4. we are in him unblameable, in hin accepted, 
Epheſ. 1. 4,6. To which end he is made fore 
r %, (who knew mo ſin) that we might be 
ade the righteouſneſs of God in him, 2 Cor. 
5. 21. | 
Secondly we receive in him a ſure, and 
.Bmmoveable eſtate : 4 Kingdom which cannot 
Je moved, Heb. 12. 28. a life, that cannot 
ronfiye : for being grafted in him, we cannot 
but live: becaxſe he lives, we ſhall live alſo, 
oh. 14. 19. He dyeth uo more, death hath 
ho more dominion over him and (ile) In the 
me manner are we dead unto fin, but alive 
0 God in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Rom. 6. 
. 11. And as grafts which are implanted 
ingiſa any ſtock, receive continual ſap from 
googhe- root, and by it live, and grow, and as 
onnhey increaſe in bulk, increaſe alſo in the 
nouriſhment, which is ſupplyed continually 
into them through their ſtock, till they 
Tome to their fulneſs 3 ſo the branches of this 
re Vine make increaſe, (Epheſ. 4. 16.) hav- 
; nouriſhment mini ſtred, they increaſe with 
be. increaſing of God, (Col. 32. 19.) till we 
rome to a perfect man, to the meaſure of the 
in lneß of the ſtature of Chriſt, Eph. 4. 13. 
| This is that great Prerogative of the ſecond 
overart, made with the ſecond Adam, in 
hich the Saints rejoice, triumph, and fing. 
Non l al ſeparate ? &c. Rom, 8. 35. It was 
Os 4 granted 
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f 


granted io Adam ( ſaith Auguſt. de Correp. &} 


rat. c. 11.) that he might perſevere if he would 


2 not that he woula what he might ; but tall; 


#s , who are grafted into Chriſt, both aha 
we may, and will perſevere, And in the ne 
Chapter. There is now given to the Saint 
not only ſuch help as was given unto Adan 
but ſach as that perſeverance it ſelf is giv 
them : not only that without this gift they con 
not perſevere, but alſo that by this gift they ca 
not but perſevere. | 

This is that unſpeakable comfort to our 
drooping fouls, and ſo ſtrong a prop to ou 


# 
{ 
10 
D 
2 
P 
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weak faith, that being grounded on this 


Rock we cannot be overthrown. Ther 
fore that holy Father writing upon tho 


words of the 88 Pſalm, I will build up thi 
Throne to all Generations, ſets up this Trophy 


and breaks out into this Triumph: Chri/ 
(faith he) ſitteth in ws, reigneth in ws, and ſhi 


reige eternally in his Saints. This bath God 
promiſed, if that be not ſufficient, this bai 


God ſworn. Becauſe therefore the promiſe 
ſure, not according to our merits, but bi 
avercies, we awiſt not Preach that with fea 
which we muſt not think of with doubt. 


What an Heaven of joy, and conſolation 


floweth from this bleſſed eſtate? we inde 
in nature are bent to back:ſiding, (Hoſ.11.7, 
and therefore he undertakes 0 heal our bac 


ſliding! : 
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dealings, (Jer. 3. 22. Hoſ. 14. 4.)Inusthere 
ua, * — * unbelief ready to depart from 
t lhe living God, ( Heb. 3. 12.) therefore he 
ba Covenants to hold our hearts by his fear, 
ae t we ſhall not depart from bim (Jer. 3 2.40.) 
nnilys are gadding, and changing our wayes, Jer. 
2. 36. but he changeth not, and therefore we 
are not conſumed, Mal. 3. 6. It is a ſpecial 
oniinart of his Royal ſtile, Keeping Covenant, 
"I(Neh. 1.5. Dan. 9. 4. Pſal. 111.5: The 
Covenant conſiſts of Promiſes and Duties: 
but thoſe duties promiſed, for whatſoever 
Duty God demands of us, he promiſeth to 
sive, and whatſoever he promiſeth, he fure- 
y, and fully performeth, and exhibiteth 3 
brift ; ſo worketh all in us, and for us, 
N. 26, 12.) much more perfectly, and ac- 

Neeptably than we can, 

Object. But if Chriſt be given us, as our 
Mountain, and we repleniſhed from his ful- 
"Sneſs, how then are we ſo empty, when he 
So full, and overflowing ? how are we full 
pf nothing but wants, when he ſo abun- 
Mdantly repleniſhed with an unexhauſted 
plenty? 4-ſw.1. There are ſome nouriſh- 

Fig, ſome ſtarving wants : want of meat, 
vithout ſenſe of want: pines the body: 
ants breeding hunger drive to food, and 
20d yields ſtrength, and growth ; were our 

wants without feeling, we could not _ 
or 
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far the Lord Jeſus, and his righteouſneſs, | 
we are ſenſible of them, and therefore hun 
ger, and thirſt for Chriſt 3 we are bleſſed) 
and ſhall certainly be ſatisfied, Matth. 5. « 
when therefore we ſind thirſt and hunger 
why ſhould we fear to repair with all aſ 
rance to this full Fountain? What Well def B 
nies us water ? how freely doth light lenc 
and give light 2 He that is the Sun d 
Righteonſneſs, and Fountain of living W 
ters invites thee to come, and when that 
camelt, gives freely, Rev. 22.17. He dray 
thee tohimſelf, (Joh. 12. 32.) poureth out 
his Spirit unto thee, (Prov. I. 23.) ſatiate 
the weary foul, (Jer. 31. 25.) and will 
ſurely make it to flow with Rivers off" 
living water, Joh. 7. 38. This paſſage 
alſo may we conclude with that excellent 
Poet, 


Boetius. Libr. 3. Aletr. 12. 


Thrice happy foul, that turns his Sphere of ſight 
To that great Sun, and Fount of goodneſs bright; 
Thence fills tis waining Orb with true, eternal light. 


h 
Happy ! 
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of Happy! ' who loofing his clogg'd feet, and hands 


From preſſing earths, and hells oppreſſing bands, 
if] Mounts, ſoaring up to Heaven, and at that haven lands, 


Once Orpheus plaining at his Spouſes bier, 
Gave Rocks a weeping eye, and lifining ear; (hear. 
del Brooks ſtaid their haſty ſtream; woods leſt their roots to 
e 


Wa 
10! 


But when no Muſe his wounded heart could plaifier 
Songs fann'd his fires, and flames brake out the faſter, 
is verſes pleaſing all, but cafing not their Maler, 


Weary of life, to hell he deſperate flings, 
-nl There fits his ſweeteſt voice to ſweeter (irings, 
ind into pitty Lords of Shades, and darkneſs fings, 


There what his Mothers ſpring, there Uher his eyes; 
(Griefs double fountain Jwhat(which, both, out-vies) 
ft-longing love affords, he to ſtern Ghoſts applyes. 


Hells bauling Dog pricks up his thrice two cars, 
To houl, to bark, to ſnarl, to whine he fears : "3 
2885 fill their hiffing ſnakes 3 and Furies melt in tear: 


Then fir Ixion, and his wheel take reſt ; 

Tantale neglects his taſt, his ear to feaſt 3 

he Vulture, full of verſe, ſcorns Tinus loathed breſt. 
| Du 


$a — 
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Dis yields, and with this law reſtores his Love, 
Tilt hell be left, his fight back muſt not move. 


No paſt black Stix, near to the verge of Skies, 
roc d by deſire, turning kis longing eyes, 
Eeridice (at once) he ſaw, he loft, he dies. 


This Fable looks to thee, who tir d with night 
Der ii to draw thy foul to life, and light 
On that Eternal Sun ſet, faficn, fix thy light. 


If you turn back on helliſh Shades to pore, | 


Who gives Love laws 7 alas { Loves only law is love. 


Thou ever loſelt what chou wan lt before: (more f 


Thy ſoul more bar d from. Heav' o,in hell implunged 


Seeing then this Corenant 3s all our ſalvati 


on” and deſire,” (2 Sam. 23. 5.) in the next 1 
place Obſerve, | L 


ks v 7 
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Ines agel us to by enteral id 
* Cowan, NY 


18 by found, Iſa, 33. 6. 


or we are notorious 


Am esp 


it the principal thing, (Prov. 4. 7.) therefore 
hecomman sus that it ſhould be the firſt of 


our thoughts, Menn, Cel firſt the King. 


787557 god, and his righteonſneſr, Matth.6.33, 
hi we muͤſt walk in.it.. Sr 
go His r : . wy wh 255 7 1 25 | 


ſovght thee, ob let me not wander ff Fe 
avandments, Plal. 119.10. 
cious 'of th th vo ſtartin co they 
thts Cond yenabt, and a eiſched 
penalty of death to 4 
ell» Pp Lolo, deſfre, 4 Chron. 1 
D 8505 . Even balf LOT And ſuck 
T to ſhew of his Service but 
7 3 Ain Tirds. and that ſo worn, rorth 


. 


atid rf ead- Ire, that men may ſee thefr nt 
| rae} throug Ir, even theſe confeſs (ſome 
time 


ac the nece ty of it, and ig their man 
themſelves to this duty, and whe 

V5, (oh mercy 10 they loſe not all they 
bg. Thoſe hypocrites, whoſe bearer wa 
not upright with him, but flattered. lim wif 
they tongue, yet in their extremit ſough 


him, and enquired eat hy 75 God * jo be for 


bore them, and e 72755 ben not, Pal. 7 
il 137, 38. 5/0 A Ia Yhe Hg of 0 

jadah, (2 King, 12.3. * ad 1 7 1 

zime of Techarial (meer temporiſers,2 Chro | 
$6.5.) ſought the Lord and pi Pere. 
And truly there is. an abſo ute necefit 
whicl 


Cap. 9. AFater'sTeftament. 


which will enforce, and drive m to this 
_ with all diligence, For there aretwa 


= _ which compel! the moſt ſlothſul heart 
to labou 


t wich all induſtry, 1. The gms 


need of a thing, when he cannot ſubſiſt & 


out it. 2. The extream want, w 


bath nothing of it. Both here — 
ot in the higheſt degree. Firſt, We are, 


in our naturef wholly! without him.  #5th- 


fl cut CLrift, without God is the world, fir 


ene 
tothe Covenant of Promiſe, (and cherefore ) 
without hope; Epheſ. 2. 12. we have utte 
loſt him. As the Gileadites dealt wich eras 
(Judg. 11. 2.) we have driven him from 
vs, thruſt him out of our doors, ſhut _ 


gates upon him, and even defied him: 


they (Job 21. 14.) Depart from ws 5 . 


wy inthe Goſpel, We will not have this mau.rejgn 
wer , Luk. 19. 14. we have compelled hint 


cl by our fins to forſake us, and to ſepatate 


from us, Iſa. 59. 2. We baue broken hin 
with our whoriſh hearts in departing fon him, 
Ezek. 6. 9. and fo forced , to leave , 


5 Ia. 2.6. 2. Our need of him is palpable. 


5 we 4 have nothing, do nothing, be nothigg 


bim; for, in him we live, ove, and: 


7 a ts being, Act. 17; 28. Our wants are in- 


1 2 5 and be the only Fountain that 


8 


7 le 


them Our enemies alſo number · 


5 i Kong, ſubtile, malicious, and he our- 
% F 2 only 


5 
« 
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e 
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Af Fatber 4 Titans: Sms 
weakneſs noto- 


Fed? WOES 1. The heare 
the deſires, and longings of it. a. That 
1 8 and the whole man on work con- 

and to uſeall means where- 
what we may deſire, and 
root is inthe heart, that blades 


(mark 2 chr. 15. 12,13.) 
fruitful in the tions,, and 
GET How 7 


22 63. 1, _— 


— 
| > Saints (Ila. 2 O00) ae ap 
re h with their A (eek bias early in 
waiting for lin is the' way of 


Again, that which we ſeek muſtbe the end 
of our ſeeking : whatſoever we ſeek not for it 
ſelf, but for: ome orher, we ſeek not it in- 
deed, but that other, for which we deſire, 
aui ſerk it. God muſt be ee 
ſelf z we muſt —— ; hen — 
yt « 2 
the miracle, but — 2. — 
| were, we ſock at ans Ged,but ou be dd 


3 rr 8 


b 5. Ae, Titement. | ; ; 


Bit bat ate He wins herds we Bak; 
and find > The Lord tath Sven us bleſſed 
means, 125 — wey of bd 

”, I 


indgerwents - * — 
( See Ie. 26. 2, A pov 125 


and prevalent Interceſſ onr . 
God, and Man, 2 Jeſwn FEE 
only Door, (Joh. 10. 9. 345 2 
which we come to God 
btood hath ſcored out our 
2 4 wew, and living way t 
& fleſh, Heb. 10. 19, 20. 3- 
Rely applies both unto us. 
dinances not mingled with faith 
Heb. 4. 2» Prayer without faith 
counts howlize, Hol. 7.34. the word, men 
who have no faith count babbling, A. 17.18. 
Chrift is ours, and dwell; in our hearts by, 
Epheſ. 3, 17. but without faith we are 
derb for Gol, looks to chin every 
witeth for to C 
Ordinance, not to ſerve himſelf of but 
5 ha all faithfulneſs, this man 
Many there are which deceive themſelves, 
1 ind bf pole they are not now to begin 


e 
heart ? have they put awey 
| F3 . gy 


4 
| 


aui far jroe 2 do they ant tr wick- ; 
7 % in their Tabernacle; Job 11 
8 465 Ho ow: ſhould men ſeck, and find 
wane of ungodlineſs ? the righ- 
teous Lord in all unrighteouſneſs? Cap God 
be found in Atheiſm. ; In ſuch wayes they 
| God (as Balaam his Angel) with a 
2 in bis hand, not as a Father, but 
ue. aud Avenger. indeed if we rej oice to 
righteouſneſs, remember bim in bis wayes, 
de Wilken meet as in bis mercy, Iſa. 64.5. 
Bat if. we ſeek him after our own devices, 
and, thopgh we walk after the imagination of 
our-own. wicked hearts, yet dream pe ſhall bave 
peace (Deut. 29, 19.) he will meet an, not as 
man; ( Iſa. 47.3.) but as a Lion to tear 
us in pieces, where none can deliver, Plal. | 1 


pony yon 2 A . eee A. 


yet further Cthat we deceive not our 
ves in a matter of ſuch conſequence) we ( 
t know that this ſecking of God may |. 1 
2 ed indivers periods of it. 1. When L 
bei without God in the World we ſeck 3 fi 
be initiated into his ſervice (ſee 48.17. C; 
After ſome breach, when by our 22 

New ve have cauſed him to withdraw 
favours and to hide himſelf from us, as 
A5. g. hen we ate in peace, 
mir yr we m 1 ite bia ebene 
: Fre p ee 


* 


1 er 255 * —5 in 

1 1 100 5 I waiting wy b n | 

| Foo Ne fl. 105: ah! Sc pe my 
fy eeks us 


0 n. AN (faced 
nat 518 fore we ſeel kit 
5 5 5 00 7 loyeth dd it 


1 Jo I and be Bf is Jouve draws | 
Jer 15 io ing ite tovebe ines us hx 
u, (Joh; 16.) This be ſekks ud I 
Creatures, : that were ber 155 Gre a 
'2#k 15.8, fe lights up th e 
in with it that "gr eat big 45 * *H = 
him offers us grace, and tg e 
ſeeks, and finds us, ag Keepers their ſtrayed 
Deer; he ſends in Hunters, and they hunt us 
from every Mountain, and er Bog , and 
from holes of Rocks : he ſendsthoſe 
lical Fiſhers, and the W fpread their Ne 
( Ezek, 47. 10.) an fiſh them, Jer. 16. 
Till which tiwe we do 1 (bs _ blind 


An heart to in ri waxes, 
5 a, 2 F 4 ( Ezck. 


Oh Taw tis d, 1 faint, I Groon, I dye, 
Tau all the world to find » ſtation, 
Where weary ſouls may loſe, and happy e, 

$ ſearch for teſt, (exl hut vexation; 
REA 
Tad with wia ſwest, I wax old, toxcuew = 
My weary ie: Go ſpend, wad hate what L pur, 


- ? ; 
- 9 * : 
. © * id 
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| 

To Pleafares houſe I ful, and fake apriv'd 
Ii lookt for Joy, but found » Bedlam theye : oh 
| lo rich Mammona beg, and Cha © i'd 
But aw them fill'd with grief, with care, and 
| | The Crown was but 6 Skep, where ſwanmazge A 
_ | Of Ringing thoughts; it wears me \ | weer. 
Hes man no good? is'c loft ? or ? 
Who? who will point the way ? or dem u mind? 
Tokid what I ſhould fek, ro fek tha I ma fd? 


Look as th' induſtrious Bee from flown to Lowe 
jumps lighely, viſits all, hut dwells in noce 3 
Or as a fickly caſte tries ſwest, and fowne, 
Runs through a World of diſhes, finds not on 
To pleaſe his eutious Palate 1 has no hh 
To reliſh what it likes: his bit, chat bone | 
1 cba my unquiee bre 
den, ayer, Neav's veinly a . 
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LY, 


Can rivers ſeek, find reſi in refile(s Seas? 
Can Ayer in ſtormy ayers quiet lay e 

Can Heavens find in ſwiſtell raptures eaſe ? 
Has only man no Centre ? node $0 lay 

His weary foul to reft ? no place to caſe 


His boundleſs thoughts? Me thinks I ſee a ray, 


4 gloriobs break through Heav'ns Canopy; + 
Me thin 1 Hr a voice, Come Soul, and fee, 


err reſt in my word, * 


. V. 


” i | 
* 


| [t is thy lovely vdice, great Love, oh where, 


Where, Lord of lone, here ſhould I feck to find thee? T 


In every place I ſee thy ſootſteps cler, 


Yet find thee nat: what are the miſts that blind! me * ; 
Innow r cher her, f 


Nr great higher wich AY tc 


heater usinthis quelt is that. 
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Pee. A Father's Tiſtamont. = 


Ah. ad Lad 


Cap. X. 


We ſhall certainly find, when we 
rightly ſeck. 


F worldly andcarnal men * ee, 
and hotly purſue their earthl objects * 
lambitious ſtraining for bonour,till they crack 
Jtheir eſtates, and brains in reachiog after it, 
and yet. are often over-reached, and lofe 
their prize; z the covetous (as horſes) draws» 
ing iniquity with Cart- ropes of vanity, de- 

] having, N piercing their ſouls 
4 et often put all their 
#4 oye (Hg. L. 6.) or 
t, and 

| 1 25 out 1. — ins hone 
after pleaſures, till 
Jarre and dee to 228 
* . te either loſe their game, or 
| (CF ) Fe exten up by their 
-$; how 8 C 
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are at Gods right hand, and preſs hardtowarlf® 


— the prize of the high calling off | 
God in C 25 which Ewing he ſhall ſurehi{@# 


_ and having obtained ſhall nevaſſſhi 
Never did our gracious Lord commandjj ob 
his poor creatures, ye the Lord in vais 
Iſa. 49. 15. he hath paſt his word that ii and 
ſeeking him we ſhall certainly find, and i ll 
fading him ſhall be ever blefſed. His wolff th 
io tis Ge: whar ho oaks is done, what be er „ (a 


I 94 ny wile ro 
you ſes | lory, in on 


Hypoerites find Ak 
| with id, when th E 
much, and as far as they feeb}] li 
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enten pecedble re) the 808 of hi 
we, his on en, that we being de 
our ſelves, (Hoſe 13.9.) might 

hl r periſh 3 deadin 507 


road life in him, ( 
3: „ 16.0 emies in our TY we ond | 
Feeon Nom. 5. 10. 

- Thirdly, Ne is the l, Job, oy 6. He 

| th he promiſed. that if veled 

we mal . and faithful is he 

ho will alſo: do it, x Thel 

J. nur, and Truth trees bogetivet; 

5 * And tothis purpoſe are they 
wet, Tully to affure u of facceſi in ſeekie 

- 4- #3; to ide 32. Add obferve the 

When tot rebellion the Lord had ſcat 


tered Bis er people among the Hes 


then, dad — 4 2 to their whorith 
hearts, to: el Boos, y et even from 
tresce üer oy eek hs Lord, they 
— And what is the reaſon tha 
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after fuch bnter provotations he will be f 


Wund df thetd in liber deepeſt miſery? 
K. His mere -f6r16t Lpbd thy God is ee, 
* tber. 2. Histru 


forget the oben | Bd 
ualdthew,ver; 31) 1.30% 


or ſoul chat 
1 | Thou loveſf 


* 
' 


loreth thee t Uh 


© Thou 


* hs promife to mbtt thee? ( 
22515 eft to meet B, but” te 
t tbte, Luk. 15. 18, 20. | 


But that cunning, and lyi t 
255 hearts? SE 4 


own unbeli 
tr, and lay a notäble ae a 
bat Book concerning this truth. 
| t is not Only a 
„ wm not found the L c he 
4 1 he, but the, Lord Bimſelf 
tha t fr fe 5 
Is 24. 7 
5 their 2 ks to ſick the Aer 70 
16)find bim, Hol. 5. b. but we muſt know 
that as in other actions, ſo in this, that which 
is not right, indeed is not. Te may ſeem to 
be, but 15not what it ſeems 2: A lip-love is 
indeed no love (1 Job. 3.17, 18. ) A dead 
faith, no faith: ſo that ſceking which is not 
night is indeed no feeking. 
at then is that right ſeeking, 'towhich 


43 tath annexed this promiſe- 3. 
h Fe e requlr Tr 
Wy beat 1 Rt. He | 


8 ferks rmx "Thorns, or 
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cer. 5. 19. only wel pleaſed" in chrifÞ, Mit - 
] E In bim Bae accepted, pet.. "By 
e bade acceſs to God with 4 
Epheſ. 3. 12. bee cannot poſſibly come to 
2 a Father but by bim, Joh. 14. 6. In 
him adopted, Epheſ. 1. 5. In bia begotten to 
as incorruptible inberitance, ' x Pet. 1. ky 
Is him bleſſed with all ſpiritual bh 
heſ. 1. 3. 
ſh where ſhall we ſeck Chriſt ? who vio 
aſeend into heaven, to bring down the fruit 
of Chriſts reſurrection, and aſeention for 
life unto us? who ſhall go down to the deep 
toferch thence the death of the Lord Jeſas, 
and epply the vertue of it to our ſouls ? The 
ftleanſwers': The word is nigh unto thee in 
y month, and in thy heart, This # the Word 
of faith, which we Preach. For if thou confeſs 
with thy month, and believe in thy beart that 
God raiſed him from the dead, thou (halt be 
tſeved, Rom. 10. 6, 7, 8,9, Chriſt therefore 
pl Natred thee in the Ward, given by faith : 
che Word brings him to thee, thy faith re- 
coves him, holds him, leads him into the 
aber of thy heart, and there he dwells 
Nit thee, Epheſ. 3.17. As therefore" only 
— wy brings thee into favour with Gol, ſo 
Word brings Chriſt to thee, and faith 
off rafts thee into Chrzſt. 
= Bur although the _ Jeſws chr with his 
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own mouth, and his bleſſed Spirit, have fo 
frequently, and cleetly teſtihed, that the / 
Word Preached is the incotruptible ſeed, f| £ 
whereby we are bora again to this incorrupti- ( 
| ble. inheritance, (Luk. 8. 11. 1 Pet. 1.23. || tt 
Jam. 1. 18. ] and the food, ( firong meat, 

and milk) whereby we are nouxiſſied, and || at 
grow up into our Head in this life of God; lo 
yet what in the World is more deſpiſe, and m 
rejected? If you look to the judgement of | Jo 
ſame-( profeſſed, and in name) Chriſtians, Ci 
they account it (as thoſe Greeks) fooliſhweſe, are 
-( x Cor. I. 18, 23.) and therefore utterly I Le. 
deſpiſe it, Ac. 13. 41. They dare deride it 7 
even in the mouth of chriſt himſelf, ( Lak. I bre 
16. 14.) how. much more in the mouths of ing 
his poor meſſengers? If you look unto their $#e. 
wills, they are . reſolved againſt it, (Jer. fKne 
44. 6.) will not hear, but reje& it, (Jer. f[fbu: 
8. 9.) If. to their affeQions, they hate it 3 Pi 
hate the knowledge of it, (Prov. 1. 22, 29.0 
hate him, that brings it, (Amo: 5. 10.) yea put 
even him that ſends it, Jab. 15. 22, 23, 24. 
Indeed ii they would enquire of Chrift, and b. 
hearken unto him, teaching us where to find r, 
him, he would direct us: Go thy way, forth n ill 
the footſteps of the. flock , and feed thy, Goats by Sec 
the Tents. af the Shepherds, Cant. ö. 8. But f fe. 
proud fond men know not (as that Eanucb, e 
Act. 8. 31.) the need of a Guide: 1. od w 

: i f a St x 


Cap. io. APather's Teffament: - 
Fean better grope out their blind wayes, 
. 12. They rf after their own devices, 
(Jer. r8. 12.) and will have no other COout 
leller but their on mouth, Jer. 44. 17. 
Some again feek him at eaſe, on their bels, 
and ſo find him but in a dream, Can. 3. 1. 
ſome look for him in the broad wayes of a com 
mon profeſſion as thoſe Jews, Matth. 3. 9. 
Joh. 8. 33. They are chitdrer of Abrahath, 
Cirenmciſed, &c. fo many Chriſtians : Th 
are born in the Church, Baptiſed, call Lore, 
Lord, &c. but how ſhould they find the 
Ine way in the falſe, the narrow in the 
broad? There they ſhall hear him thunder- 
ag as a Judge I never knew you, Depart from 
p fe ge workers of iniquity, Matth. 7. 14, 23. 
Know afſuredly when the Spouſe her ſelf 
bus ſoughr, ſhe found him not. She ſought 
3 P' os ber bed but found bim not, ſought hin 
Yb» the ferrett, aud broad wayes, but found nos 
a pat when the enquired of the Watchmen, ſhe 
„%%% found him, Cant. 3. 1, 2, 3. Hear him 
dherefore in his word; Watch daily at his 
der, and wait on thepoſts of h# doors, and he 
by Fill make thee bleſſed, Prov. 8. 34. 
by} Secondly, what is the ſeaſon, or right time 
it H ſeeking? Gods time, not ours. There is 
„ eceptable time, (2 Cor, 6. 2.) 4 time wien 
jr will be found, Iſa. 5 5. 6. The longeſt ex- 
e reacheth no further than the limits of 
>.) G 2 this 
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A Father's Teſtament: Cap. 10, 


this. ſhort liſe. After death inſtantly fol- 
lows Judgement, Heb.9..27. where the tres 
«ls, it lies. 2. There is a time when the de- 
cree brings forth, Teph. 2.2. which if we pre- 
vent not, we periſh. .. As far as I can diſcern || 
by the word, God limits a ti me, and after the l 
Date is out, we are ſhut out (Heb. 4. 7. and; 
ſpecially,. LA, 13. 25.) A time when the; 
oor ſtands open to give us entrance, a time * 
when the door is nut, and we knock, beg, 
C 
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1 
i 
a 
1 4 
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and plead hard, but all in vain. For though 
God never excluded a repentant, humbled, 
and ſoftned heart, yet when men have deſpiſed | 
his eee and offers of grace, 5 
Qod may juſtly, and doth frequently give . 
men up to hardneſs, and leave them to their 5 
1mpenitency, to treaſure up wrath againſt the I fr. 
dey F wratb, Ezek. 24.13. Rom. 2. 4, 5. 2. 
3. There is .a. ſet time; the Lordi i. 
Day, or (as our Homilies call it) the chriſti- 26 
an Sabbath. And for mine own jadgement »: 
I am; perſwaded, that as a Sabbath is the 
bond, which holds the Church in the true Wor: io! 
ſhip: of:God, ſo the neglect, and contempt al jþ, 
that Ordinance is the bane of true nee for 
the root of all profaneneſs, and Atheiſm, andy -- 4 
the great breach whereia Superſtition, Er ;; ge 

rour, and Schiſm have overflown, sf then 

rounded the Chrift;ax Charches z In this matter God 
therefore conſider, and ponder theſe few obJ*: .* 

ſcrvations. 3 I. 


Cap. o. A Father's Teſtament $7 
1. A Sabbath is nothing elſe but 4 
day of reft, ſeparated from the labours 
dt our earthly, and conſecrated to; the 
labours of our Heavenly callings. This 
(take it) is apparent, Exod. 20. 10. 
where not only a ceſſation from our earth- 
ly. vocations is required, but the ſanGifſce- 
lion * keeping that day holy) is en- 

ined. 25 
* 2. A Sabbath inſtantly after the Creation 
was inſtituted; bleſſed, and ſanctiſied by 
|} God himfelf ; and therefore (as far as 1 can 
| diſcero) was born with the world, hath lived 
1] with it to this preſent, and ſhall never dye, 
» || bur be charge into that eternal Sabbath; 
ef yea evenour heavenly Father himſelf, thus far 
kept a Sabbath, that he reſted that day 
from all his works which he made, (Ges. 
| 2.2, ) and propounds his practice as 2 
. kind of precept to his Children, Exod. 
26.1]. EINE. 
3. By vertue of the Decalogue, (and that 
fourth commandment in it) a Sabbath is of 
1 moral obligation to the Jews, and bound 
them to a neceſſary, and religious obſerya- 
fon of it. 3 
u 4. A moral equity of the 4 Commaendaent 
I geverally by all confeſſed, obliging all 
ay men to a ſufficient, and convenient time far 
*y Gods Worſhip. Now that a Seventh-dayes 
og” G 3 Sabbath 
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this. ſhort liſe. After death inſtantly fol- 
lows Judgement, Heb.9..27. where the tres 
«bs, it lies. 2. There is a time when the de- || 
cree brings forth, Teph. 2. 2. which if we pre- | 
vent not, we periſh. .. As far as I can diſcern | | 
by the word, God limits a ti me, and after the. 
Date is out, we are ſhut out (Heb. 4. 7. and , 
ſpecially, L»k. 13. 25.) A time when the ; 
oor ſtands open to give us entrance, a time : 
when the door is ſhut, and we knock, beg, „ 
and plead hard, but all in vain. For though 5 
God never excluded a repentant, humbled, | 4 
and ſoftned heart, yet when men have deſpiſed f| & 
by 

. 

e 

fre 
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his patience, forbearance, and offers of grace, 
God may juſtly, and doth frequently give 
men up to bardneſs, and leave them to theit 
impenitency, to treaſure up wrath againſt the 
day ＋ wrath, Ezek. 24. 13. Rom. 2. 4, 5.2 
3. There is à ſet time; the Lord: kit 
Day, or (as our Homilies call it) the chriſti- 20 
an Sabbath. And for mine own jadgement »: : 
Lam perſwaded, that as a Sabbath is thefſ 
bond; which holds the Church in the true Mor. 
ſhip M God, ſo the neglect, and contempt oi her 
that Ordinance is the bane of true Religion fon 
the root of all profaneneſs, and Atheiſm, and 4 
the great breach wherein Superſtition, Er: is ge 
rour, and Schiſm have overfiown, and ſur} nen 
rounded the Chriſtiaz Churches; In this matter Gad 
therefore conſider, and ponder theſe few ob 
ſcrvations. . 1. A 


| Cap.1 oO. AFather's Teſtament. | : 
1. A Sabbath is nothing elſe but « 
day of reft, ſeparated from the +labours 
dt our earthly, and conſecrated to; the 
labours of our Heavenly callings. This 
(1 take it) is apparent, Exod. 20. 10. 
where not only a ceſſation from our earth- 
ly. vocations is required, but the ſanTifice- 
tion 8 keeping that day holy) is en- 

ined. oy 
* 2. A Sabbath inſtantly after the Creation 
was inſtituted, bleſſed, and ſanctiſied by 
God himſelf ; and therefore (as far as I can 


Q = vv ww: ew » IE 2 — 


diſcern) was born with the world, hath lived 
' with it to this preſent, and ſhall never dye, 
but be changed into that eternal Sabbath; 
ea evenour heavenly Father himſelf, thus far 
ept a Sabbath, that he Teſted that day 
from all his works which he made, (Ges. 
3 2.2,) and propounds his practice as a 
4 kind of precept to his Children, Exod. 
26. 11. fg po ĩ7˙m- 
ny "3. By vertuę of the Decalogue, (and that 
" fourth commandment in it) a Sabbath id of 


I moral obligation to the Jem, and bound 

them to a neceſſary, and religious obſerya- 
»y fion of it. . . 
4. A moral equity of the 4 Commendaent 
i generally by all confeſſed, obliging all 


wen to a ſufficient, and convenient time for 
l Gods Worſhip. Now that a Seventh-dayes 
* "WY Sabbath 
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5 Was (in the Jewiſh Church) this Wf- ; 


755 and convenient time I conceive will 


got be denyed, neither can any (IU think) 
yield any good reaſon, why a ſeventh day 


80 
thauld Bed eautity of the Sabbath (a time 


ficieat, and convenient) then, and now in- 


penieot. 
5. We nowhere bind this ſtatute of a ſe- 
venth dayes Sabbath abrogated by the Law - 


giver, (who then can repeal it ?) but only 


traullated to the firſt day of the week; 
Which thar it is done, is apparent, but whe- 
4 done by Chriſt himſelf in perſon, or 
55 is equivalent) by his Sirit in the 
1 Iles, appears not. And therefore that A 
tion of the Lords day uſed by the Spirit, 
cal. 1. 19.) is the fitteſt title which 
ans can give it. 3 " i 
But of all other ſeaſons the molt ſpecial 


and happy is that, when God draps verr, an 
. 5 himelf to be found, Ala. 55.6. when 
by big 67 in his word * N Jan por 
thai Nleepeſt, ariſe: from the dead, and Chri 
þ A thee % Eon 5. 14, When be 
eth us that gracious proffer, Turn ye. 
Teproof, behold T will poure out my Spiri 
1% per, Prov. t. 23. when (as that Ange 


dcals with Peter, AG. 12, Y he (mites {lee} 


ape ff owe ey, ſhakes us ytf gur drow 
ine, and by corrections offers himſelf as 4h & 
offers þ 10 


7 


ut SS 


Fry a. Sao 6 "V3 JT; er” EP REY 


£ ad 


CY Y & — _— cc Y 8 


re 20 8.3 ,.% 


D To CrMDanD. mn AQu. 


— 


B 


Cap. A Fatber's'Teſtament.. 
ther % wr, (Heb. 22-7. ) and ſo by bis 
quickning Spirit moves, and ſtir our ſecure, 
and {Juggrih(pirits. As when. the waters in 
that pool were troubled, es 
(Job. 5. 4.) ſo when the Meflengers of 
God have by his word ſtirred, and troubled 
us, if then we inſtantly ſtep in, and take hold 
of his grace, health, and ſalvation will cer» 
tainly follow. But take great heed of de : 
layes ( ſee Pſal. 119. 60.) If it be inhu- 
manity to ſay unte a neighbour, it is moſt 
impious to ſay unto Gd, Go, an come again 
to morrow, Prov. 3. 28; Saints ſeek early : 
(Ja. 26. 9.) and then the promiſes: meet 
them. They that jeck me early ſhall find me, 
Prov: 8; 17. ad 
ObjeF. But ſome may ſeek early, and not 
find, Prov. 1. 28. Anſw- There is Godaday, 
and our day. The Lord himſelf riſctbiearly, 
and calls, Jer. 7. 25. Then if we ſtirr up our 
ſelves to ſeek, we ſhall: find him, fal. 63. 
1, 5. but if we let pals bis day, and ſeek in 
our day, our early will prove too late. Ves 
be flewthem, they ſong bt him, andenyuired ea - 
by after God, Pſal. 78. 34. But then he bad 
ſworn in his | wrath that: they ſhould. nat en 
into bir reſt; Plal. 95. 11. They liyed long 
- after, but never entred. tt 
3. Laſtiy how, or after what manner muſt 
we ſeekꝰ 1. As famiſht perſons, with hun 
. | G 4 ger, 
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ger, and thirſt. . Ho every one that thirſteth, he 
tame 0 the waters, and Iſa. 55.1; 2. Thus Son 
we are conſtantly invited. Let bim that is fy 
athirſt. come, Rev. 22. 17. Thus accepted. ad 
J will give to bim that is athirſt of the fountain - 
of the mater of life freely,” Rev. 21. 6. Now fi 
anger, and thirſt are thoſe natural, and or- 
dinate affeQions of the body, rifing from a 
ſenſe, and grief of want, whereby it vehe- 
mently, and conſtantly defires the food n 
wherewith it is nouriſhed, and grows. But Sir 
as there is aninappetence, fo is there alſo an 
1nordinate deſire of meats and drinks, riſing 
from diſtemper; a diſeaſe 3 not hunger, but 8 
the hungry evil ; not thirſt, . but dropſie- Pes 
thirſt, coveting exceſs, devouring rather 
than eating, and then vomiting, but never 
ſatisſied: Thus is it with our ſpirits : The 
true hunger therefore includes, 1. Empti- 
neſs! 2. Longing. 3. A conſtancy ; that ud 
is ano dinate, and ſeaſonable return of this i 
deſire, rifing not from diſtemper, but empti- 
neſo and ſuch an emptineſs as proceeds from ro 
the right vſe of this food, well digeſted into 
the inward wan for growth. Some are full 0 
ed with laſts, and ſo loath this honey 
comb. 27.7. lome very empty, hut not at 
all hungry, as thoſe that are dead, or deadly 
ſick: 2 Thoſe | Laodireans were poor, emp, 
naked; but not hungry, as dreaming that 1hgy 


were 
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1 we rieb, and wanted nothing, Rev.'3. 9. 
Some are full of longing, but nothi p- 
$44 as that Ruler (Mark 10. 17, 23.) wo 
Had he been as empty of temporal living, as 
was greedy of eternal life, would have 
illingly accepted that eaſie condition to 
ve bartered earthly for heavenly trea- 
Jures. | 1 e 
When all theſe meet together in the heart, 
Sod make it hungry, they fail not to ſatisfie, 
Kod make us bleſſed, Afatib. 5.6. But when 
hey are ſevered, and ſingle, they prevail 
jothing. | 

— We maſt ſeek with the whole 
Pert, not divided, nor double: ſo if we ſeek, 
Sec ſhall ſurely find him, ( Dent. 4. 29.) And 
neſſedneſs with, and in him, Eſal. 119. 2. 
zut a divided heart ij ever faulty, Hof. 10. 2. 
d a double heart, (wavering betwixt God, 
od Marmon, 2 8 and Laſt) obtains no- 
Ning, Ja. I. 7,0. 43628) 2 f 4112151 
Thirdly, With a: #ſhed heart, purged 
From the love, and dominion of ſin: For as 

u Sacrifices (and even aur. prayers): are 
Joathſame, when they are preſented with 
Prlean heart ( Prov, 21.27.) fo: when we 
Fre waſhed, the moſt deep- died fins cannot 
inder our acceptance, /a. 1. 16, 17, 18. If 
e regard wickedneſs in our hearts, the Lord 
il mot hear , ( Pal, 66. 18.) but if we 
florſake 
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— our Gn, we ſhall gad mercy, 7 

2 13. ö 7 
Fourthly, when we have thus ſou ht, 

muſt wait upon G; The Lord ir good 10 th 

tbet weit. for him; to the ſoul ibat ſeeketh, Lam 

3. 25. The experience of Saints will ratidlan. 

this cruth. I waited paticxtly fur the Ln 

and be enclined vt me, and heard 1 Jo! 

cry, Plal. 10. 1. Our bleſſed God hath le 

waited: 'nyow A io be gracious unte 1 "3 

and to fiew ws mercy and bleſſed are they thi: 

wait 'apen; him to receive —_— y 

30. 18. 10 Jn 
Faben you ſeek your portion aright; i 
ou leck God in Chrif, Chriſt in his Wordf0: 
you ſeek him in due time, his ti me, 


5 s hiinſelf, and ſtirrs you 
* hearts 5-if you tot, but when Golf; 
rifcelt early to call you, * wake _ "0 


meet 2 5 if you ſeek with an hung 
iotire, waſhed heart, patiently w 2pe nd 
the poſts of his doors, he wil certainly ope 
the door; tet Nudes, give you life, a 
make you blefſed. : A 
- 1wittalſo finiſh this Chapter with 6ver St 
enden of thoſe te Lat 
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Cap.1o. A Fatber's Teftanput. N 
Avia Ocean of light, whoſe rayes ſarround 
ie Univerſe, who know'R nor ebb, por ſhare, 
ho lend'ſi the Suo his ſparkling drop, to flone 
ich overflowing beams Heav'n, ayer, ground, 
joſe depths beneath abe Centre nope can ſaund, 
; i joſe heights bove hear 'u, and thoughts ſo lofty fore 
2 a” - breadth no ſcet, no lines, no chaim no eyes ſurvey, 
* Whoſe ** no thoughts can reach, no worlds can 
1 { hound, 
| "What cloud can, mackthy ce ?. * 
1 * „re ? what night ee Bvonal Day? 


af Sens (a drop of thine) with arms difpread 
ugh all the carth he drunk the thirfly plains 3 
Or 3 (a ſpark of thine) dark ſhadows drains, 
wild: all the world, paints earth, revives the dead: 
JSeas (through earth pipes diſtill'd) in Cifterns ſhed, 
Aud power their livetl ſprings 4 in rer Eure 


by jy | Sup peeps 1 2 je yon ol 
| 114 Nuk 


* —. 10 eyes their light 5 ——_ 


; Shall dullard earth bury life-giving firearms ? 
e impound heav w ught N hel! quenth 
2211 deem ry 
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How miſs I then? in bed I ſought by nighe, ' ye 

But found not him in ref}, nor reſt without him. 
I ſought in Towns, in broadefi ſiteets I ought him, 1. 

But found not him where all are tolt': dull fight 5 
Thou canſi not Ice bim in hitnſeff: his lighe Icbe 

Is maskt in light: brightne(s his cloud about him. Ig.) 
Where, when, bow he! be found; there, then, thus ſte he 
12 22/10 Cn d | (thy love: dull 
Thy Lamb in flocks, thy Food with appetite, | him 
Thy Refi orrteſtivg dayes, thy Turtle Dove Ik 
Serb on is croſi ĩ there, then, thus Love ſtands nail'd } C 
: | C with love; 7 
ww 4 4} 0 
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For ſerely know that Eternal life, even 
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M Bleſſedneſ s found only in the Lord ter! 
afeſus Chriſt. 5 $7 | F 


HE whole Portion ob man, all tres 
ſures, aud true riches, which fill man = 
with true bleſſedneſs, are ſtored up in Cbrift; Fat 
Riches, and bonour are with bim, pes durabiiſ dta 
iel, and rigbteomſuęſt, Prov. 8. 18. In hi of 
7 your 
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% Cap.11, A Faber Teſtament. 93 
e bid all the treaſures of wiſdam, and um- 
\fkdee, Col. 2. 3. He is full of grace, and mh; 
F from bis fulneſs we all receive, and grace, 
for grace, Joh. 1. 14, 16. and ſo are we led 
Jonb the fulneſs ef God, Epheſ, 3. 19. It will 
I cherefore be not more needful, than delight-: 
Jul co take a further view of this glorious. 
inheritance; ſo to kindle, and inſlame our 
ei dull hearts with more love, and longing aſter 
Ihim, to drive us to ſeek, and quicken us in 
Icceking, that ſo we may find him. 3 
Of all the Artifices deviſed, and practiſed 
Iby that envious, and ſubtle Serpent this is 
che principal, to nw „ CO os 
\"Yexpreþ Image of Gods perſon 5 who. being. | 
| 85 ef 'of 15 glory, (Heb. 1. 3.) if we 
could behold with open eyes his Divine 
beauty, would wonderfully raviſh our 
Jenamour ed ſpirits, and fo attract, win, and 
bold our eyes, and hearts that he would ut- 
Fterly raze out all other vain loves and waſhy 
Jcolours, and cauſe us wholly to deſpiſe all 
Fthoſe painted flowers of counterfeit beau- - 
Jties, which grow not in his face, and ſhine 
not in his eyes. | 
As therefore that our heavenly Father: (the 
Father of lights) in his gracious wiſdom, to 
N draw us to Chriſt, commands hi light to ſbi 
, 4 75 darkzefs, and opens for ita window in 
our hearts, to give as knowledge of the glory 4 
| G 
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Godin (c ocher object Bur) the face Aa 
Een. (2 Cor. g..) ſo this pri 


& des all his Engines, with fer 
peace, twodſcure that light of the Godin. 
let ia it this Iwage of God ſhould ſhine ont f 


9 7 Cor: 4. 4. And as he by bis falfehucy 
Apofpler' E deceitful workers) labours to diſt 4 2 

the e lmeaments, and darken thyaq 
rant besuties of the Lord Jeſus - ſo oufſſore 
Godfers his ſet vants ofthe Miniſtry on work Ilat 
(Cetas Ind x eic) Gal. 3. 3. to limb oi om 
Gris all Ris love, aud excellency to us. aht 
New ie is he who hath committed tha N 


peneit of his Goffel into my weak hand. thn 


defire therefore, as I can, (a poor Appren- 
thee fa my trade) and as Thave learnt of think iſt 
te deſeribe him to you; you know well, ig 
asg cher Prinres, ſo this King of Kings woocthi 
bypigure.- He ſends here unto you drawnſker 
by''s rude hand his pourtrait, which (ah 


dbu u it is by reaſon of wy unskilfulneſs)hive 


is able ¶ through his working ) to enflame c 
your hearts with love, with ſickneſs of love, c 
witty ardent deſire, and reſtleſs lIongings af: yh 


ter him. 7 


Avinthe Creature there is a double quality 
which kindles affeQion, ' either ſimple, 
whereby it ſelf is perfect, or relative, « 
whereby others are bettered; ſo is there iu ly 
our Lord, and Creator a double excelleney, 

imply 


® 
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| Cap- vt. A Father's Teſtament. 5 


eply conſidered wherein himſelf is incon 
Mxebentibly bleſſed in his moſt glorious: per- 
ions „ relative in bis i-frite both 

Meſs, and folneſs to n 
Pos, and fill us wich bl „ 

For the firſt, becauſe our inſirm eyes 
would ag, — 2 rayes of 
na Sun 0 [ L (ui in Open lighe, 
Ted full dog - were preſented tous,)there- 
More the Lord is pleaſed to maſk the face ot 
Bhat glorious luſtre with ſhadows of earthly 
ompariſons, and to let us (here) ſee the 
aht of it as through a cloud. | 

Now — — conſiſts, 1. Of a 


omely feature, (when the whole body, and 


VFvery limb is caſt into a due frame, keepi 
T7, 4 and every one faſkioned.in 
I Fright mould, neither exceſſive, nor defe- 
Rive.) and 2.Of anamiable colour, diſpread 
Ufer the whole body, and every member's 
den each part is dreſſed, and tired in ſuck 
livery as moſt commends it ta the eye of the 
holder ; ſo alſo doth the ſpiritual : view 
© Fcurioully drawn, Cam. 5. from: the 10. ©; 
FÞ che end. There may you behold a be- 
Nea excellently pourtrayed by the handiof 
Von Spirit, as well in all his excellencies, 
ed, locks, eyes, cheeks, lippr, hands, I 
© conrienance, mouth, as alſa in bis moſt. 
in pely colours, white, and ruddy, Sc. The 
5 ky - | meaning 


meaning: is, Look as a perſon excellently} 
comely in all the lineaments, and proportion 5 
of every member, and exquiſitely fair in th 
. natural egpaliry of a pure complexion is 
moſt raviſhing object to an eye of fleſh; ſo inf} 7 
that ſecond Adam (the qnickaing Spirit ) could 
we lift up our eyes to take a full view off t. 
his dazeling | beauties (which now art b 
veiled from our impertect ſight, for my *< 
man can” ſee him and live) could we be © 
bold ( in their meaſures) thoſe his moſiff. 
glorious Attributes, and then clearly diſcery hc 
that infinite purity, ſhining; and ſparkling i dc 
every one of them, it would (as once lf” 
certainly ſhall) fill our ſpirits with heaven] 
ly: raptures, and raviſhing extaſies in co 
tewplation of thoſe divine beauties. 1 
Take a more particular, and diſtinct vie 
of theſe moſt glorious perfections. Lo 
what comelineß is in man, that in Chriſt is Ones 
nipotency, or ' A-ſufficiency. Comelineſi W 
nothing elſe but that form of body, her 
by every limb is ſo placed, grown, and pr 
portioned, that it is apted for its office, a 
for the uſe of the body: were the E 
(the Spy of the body) placed elſewhere th 
in the Watch-towre, were the hand, 
turned backward.; how ſhould the ee 


their office, and diſcharge their duties? 
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when the eye, the ear, and every a in 


. 1. A Father's Teſtament. 97 
J ſeated, and ſhaped, as that it is moſt fitted, 
© and beſt enabled for the work unto which 

t is deſigned, and no work of the body which. 
T fome part is not able to effect for it, then 
* it is ſeemly, and lovely : So what is that 
al 42-ufficiency, and Onmipotency in Chriſt, but 
chat infinite, and excellent meaſyre in all 
# bis divine Attributes, whereby he is able 
| to do, and doth all things in Heaven: and 
„earth? 
Look then Far the Lord Jeſus, ws be- 
10 hold in him. 1. His Almighty eye of Wiſ- 
A dom, and rie running to and fro 
4 through the whole earth, to ſhew himſelf ſtron 
is the behalf of them whoſe heart is perfe@# with 
i him, 2 Chron. 16. 9. Conſider that his Al- 
4 8 nighty ear of grace, and mercy, which hears 
eie the ends of the earth, (Pal, 61. 2.) and 
fo the belly of Hell, Jon. 2. 2. Behold that 
ane mouth, which ſpeaks, amd it is 

{ we, commands, and it ſtands faſt, Plal. 3 3.9. 

le a view of the Almighty arm of his 

q br ver, and hand of his juſtice, eſſectually 

ling, and equally diſtributing whatſo- 
fr, and howſoever he wills in Heaven, and 
rh, ſubduiog all things to himſelf, and 

| boling all events, and Creatures at his 
aſure. As therefore it is the Comelinef of 
a that all his limbs are fo ordered, and 

ned that he can with all facility, and 

H agility 
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A Father's Teſtament. Cap.11, | 
zgility do. every work which concerns the 
good of the body ; ſo that which ſets an 
excellentluſter upon Chriſt in the eye of aft 
Chriſtian. is that his Almightineſc, whereby le 
Cin all his Attributes) he is able perfectly f 
to work whatſoeyer is neceflary, or conve- þ 
nient for his Body, and Spouſe, and to dof þ 
whatſoever he will in all the world. Vi 

2. As all the limbs of the body are not af u 
little commended to the eye by the fairneſs] Bi 
of the ſkin, not dryed in the ſmoak of af ed 
burnt conſtitution, nor drowned in the pale. be 
nels: of a phlegmati ck complexion, but eve up 
ry part dreſt in thoſe colours of beauty (red lo 
and white) ſhining in their natural pureneſs;Þ ane 
ſo is there in Chriſt an excellence of ſpirituiſ ſon 
purity, far ſurmounting the expreſſion dffthe 
words, or comprehenſion of thoughts in ani him 
Creature. and 
This purity is nothing elſe but his boliftpy 
. #eſf; the beauty, and glory of all the reſiſ 4. & 
His wiſdom is an holy wiſdom, his mereſelea 
an holy mercy. His mouth, arm, hanfayer 
altogether; and infinitely holy. Whales]! 
comely proportions of body march und hurit 
thoſe, lovely colours of Beauties enfignlo/y 
how eaſily do they. make a breach in Mc 
eye? conquer, and lead captive the hear Ri h 
and ſwearit a willing ſervant to fleſhly loved t. 
But when the Lord Je ſus looketh forth of | hol 
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idem when be ſheweth bimeſelf (but) through 
) | elattiſe, (Cant. 2.) He wounds the hearts 
2 | of men, and Angels; he raviſhes the ſoul, 
f | captivates the underſtanding, fires: the af- 
J fetion with unquenched longings: no ſuck 
-| hell as to be eſtranged from him ; no ſuch 
of Heaven as union with · him. We have a pro- 
verb that love will tune a very harſn, and 
2Juaſtringed heart into poetry, and finging. 
But when the Creatures, though with cover- 
ed faces, (for who is able with open eye to 
behold the full blaze of his beauty ?) look 
ef upon the face of his Holizeſs, they are ſwal- 
ed lowed up in admiration of his excellence, 
{:8and fill their mouths, and the world with 
udJfongs of bis beauty. They call up one ano- 
cher in their Autiphones, or Verſes, to praiſe 
ia bim, Pſal. 30. 4. G97. 12. and 4 (men, 
and Angels) joyn in the Chor, chanting 
oli Holy, Holy, Holy Lord of hoſts, Iſa. 6. 3. Rev. 
eli. 8. Clean wayes how eaſie, and pleaſant? 
reſſelean linnen how ſweet, and ſightly ? pure 
atffayer how wholeſome ? pure metals (gold, 
'heſor filver) how precious? what then is that 
dpurity of the divine eſſence ? how gloriow in 
onflineſs? Exod. 15. 11. In this alone fee the 
| tifexcellency of it. It is a working — 
art kightily, almightily working on every ob- 
ove that looks upon it. How long may we 
f ebold the faireſt Virgin on Earth, and yet 
L H 2 our 
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dur ſelves be no whit the fairer? But when 
we faſten our eyes upon this 2 of chr, 
it leaves the impreſſion of the ſame glory, 
and excellency upon us. And as it is with 
that great Light, (the Sn) it guilds the 
Heaven, ſtatrs, earth, trees, and every Cres u 
ture with which it eonverſes, and paint] y 
them with his light, and luſter; fo that great x 
eſt, and uncreated Light, that Sun of Rigbia i 
onſneſs, when we behold him, ſtamps hi T 
divine nature, and glorious image upon us:] % 
If Aaſes do but ſee his back only, his face} h. 
ſhines; and glitters, ſo that his Brother Arm 
feared to approach him, Exod. 3 4. 30. 1 
Chriſtin his humanity converſes with his F 
tjber, not only his face ſparkles, as the Sun wi 
(Matth. 17. 2.) but his very rayment ſhiue He 
and glitters in pure whiteneſs (Mar. 9.34 (1 
'Tak:9.29. ) and hence is it that when we noi 
ſhall ſee him as he is, we ſhall. be as be if bas 
'T'Joh. 3. 2. eter 
- *: Secondly, Look to that relative excelleneſ pin 
wherein we communicate with him ; v-ſeli 
muſt know that whatſoever is his, is oui he 
ale (by participation) when he is ours, ang. 
we are his. He endo ws us with all his goodiſ 14. 
not only with theſe outward things, (Palſ.meſ7 
Apollor, cephas, the. World, life, death, thinffihe « 
Preſent, future all are ours, 1 Cor. 3. 23jowe: 
*bilt 'withall thoſe excellencies 3 i 4 
| 100'ellf - 
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'J himſelf: His arm of power, his hand of 
nf juſtice, his ear of mercy, his eye of Provi- 


i | dence, all is ours: he with. holds nothigg 


| from us, not his glory: he will have us to lee 
bJ it, and by ſeeing to have it, Jh. 17. 22, 14 
ef Nay he ſo far is pleaſed to deſcend uũto 
us, that he not only gives. himlelf for us, but 
th} will himſelf be to us whatſoever we want. We 
t are excluded, ſhut out from God, without God 
r inthe World (Epheſ. 2. 12.) he becomes a 
is} Door to let us in Fob. 10.9. we were firazed 
5:8 ſheep wandring in our loſt paths, (J. 53.6.) 
ce} he is the Vay to bring us back to the Hea- 
of venly flocks, and folds, Joh. 14. 6. when we 
If were darkneſs (Epheſ. 5.8.) he would be 
"44 our Light, Joh. 8. 12. we were harbonrleſs, 
ay without ary continuing City, ( Heb. 13. 14.) 
es He will be our Houſe - we dwell in him, 
34 (1 Joh. 4. 13.) for our boſe (or manſion) is 
wi not Heaven, but in Heaven ; not made with 
bands, but uncreated ; not temporal but 

eternal, 2 Cor. 5: 1. we were hungry, and 
ne pined, feeding on aſhes, (Iſa. 44. 20.) him- 
wi ſelf will be our Bread from Heaven, Joh. 6. 3 5. 
he our drink indeed, Joh. 6. 55. we filthy, 
an and even ftinliug in our filthineſs, ( Pſal. 
0-14. 3.) he our Fountain for fin and unclean- 
ay neſs, Zech. 13.1. we naked, (Rev. 3. 27.) 
in he our cloathing, Gal. 3. 27. we in debt, 
ewe thouſands of talents, had nothing te 
— [ 1 H I | # 29, 
(ell - 
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(Match. 18. 24.) he our Surety, ( Heb; 
» 2 
755 9 who hath Auel our 2 and 
Hotied out the band. writing which was againſt 
, (Col. 2. 14.) we were Captive, (2 Tim. 
20.) he the Price of our Redemption, 
Marth. 20. 28.) we were fools, (Tit. 3.3.) 
he our wiſdom, (1 Cor. 1. 30.) we poor 
Kev. 3. 17.) he our Riches, (Col. 1. 27, 
ev. 3.18.) we Vile, (Job 40. 4.) he our 
Praiſe, and Glory,” (Deut. 10. 2 1. Luk. 2. 32.) 
We joyleſs, (our very joy madneſs, ( Ecclef, K 
>. 7 he our exceeding joy, Pſal. 43. 4. To 
coticlude, We dead, (Epheſ. 2.1.) he out R 
Ee, (Joh. 14. 6.) we Vanity at our beſt, r 
(PIAl. 39. 5.) and very nothing, (2 Cor 
12. 11.) he AU in al (Col. 3. 11.) we 
empty, he our fulueß, Epheſ. 1. 23. | 
Oh that the Lord would embrighten our 
eyes to behold ſome ſparks of this gloriou 
excellency, and our happineſs in beholding 
it | that the eyer of our underſtanding bein 
opened, we might know what is the hope of b 
calling and what the riches of the glory of bi Eu 
Inheritance in the Saints, Epheſ. 1.18. If ouff | 
Bod ſhould create for us as many worlds 2 
we could number, what were alltheſe Crea The 
tures in compariſon of the Creatonr ? à dri The 
F a bucket, or the duſt of the balance, If. 
40. e He is the glorious Spouſe of ou 
fouts, but all the Creatures bis ſervants, an 
7 


Ho 
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in him, ours. Let him therefore be the Co- 
vering of our eyes unto all that are with us, and 
with all others, (Gen. 20. 16.) upon him let 
us faſten our ſight with all admiration, and 
burning affection, but on them (in compa- 
riſon of him) let us look as upon loſs, and 
dung, Phil. 3. 8. A chaſte Spouſe will re: 
Te her ſervants, and behold them, in their 
affliction with pitty, in their wants with mer- 
cy, ia their diligence, and ſervice with a 
f kind acceptation, but in competition with 
her huſbadd ( if they would preſume to be 
Rivals in his love, aud ſharers of her heart, 
q and his bed) with diſdain, ſcorn, and ha- 
ted. Let us therefore ſtir up, and quicken 
our dull hearts with ſome ſuch meditation. 


3 F 


How is't, my ſoul, that thou giv'ſt eyes their fight 
To view their objects, yet halt none T 
To ſee thine on? A 

Earths, aycrs, Heav'ns beauties they diſcern; their light 
Fair flowers admires; their ſeveral dreſſes, 

Their golden treſſes; 

1 The Lilly, Roſe, the various Tulip, ſcorning 

The pride of Princes in theix choice adotning. 


11. They 
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They joy to view the ayers painted Nations; of 
The Peacocks train, which th' head out'vies 
With fairer eyes, 
And emulats the heav'nly conficllations ö 
The Oftrich, whoſe fair plume embraves _ 
Kings, Captains, Slaves ; | ; 


The Halcions, whoſe Triton- bills appeaſe 
Cur}'d waves, and with their Eggs lay fiormy ſeas. See 


4 
| | III. 
Men 92 
Pilots fixt eyes obſerve the Artick Bear, Bey 
With all her unwaſht Starry trains 
In Heav'nly plains. 
Night- Travellers behold the Moon to ficer 
Her Ship, ſailing (while Eol raves) . Loo 
Through cloudy waves: 1 


Our leſs Worlds ſunns with pleaſure v view the light 
Which gives all beauties beauty, them their ſight. Loo 


F 
IV. 


Thou that gil cht to > Jay, to blackneſs light 
How art ſo dull, ſo dimm in duty 
Io piew his beauty, 
'Who quickens every life, lights every light ? 
H 4 
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"| His height thoſe Eagles eyes ſurpaſſes . 
Thou wants thy glaſſes : | 

Take up that PerſpeQive, and view thoſe firearms 

Of light, and fill thy waning Orb with beams. 


V. 


Then ſee the flowers clad in his Liveries, 

And from his check, and lovely face 
Steal all their grace. 

See Fouls from him borrow their braveries, 

And all their ſeather - painted dreſſes 

From his fair treſſes: 

See Starrs, and Moon, the Sun, and all perſection 
Beg light, and life from his bright eyes refleRion, 


vi. 


Look on his lipps ; heav'ns gate there open lies: 
Thence that grace · breathing Spirit blows, 
Thence honey flowes. 
Look on his hands, the Worlds full treaſuries « 
Fix all thy looks his heart upon, 
Loves higheft Throne. 
And when thy ſight that radiant beauty blears, 
; a dazels thy weak eyes; fee with hind cars. 
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When our hearts are ſet upon our Voyage, nk 


we ſhall meet with oppoſition, many rocks, B 
and Sirens in our paſſage. A Re 


. . 
UT in this way to our happineſs we ſhall 7 
meet with Bat oppoliion, e 'clnnd on 
ſteal ſuch a NMH. If we will needs bel 
walking in this way of life; he that hath tk * 
power if hank 'will / beat us with any ſtorms, de 
aſſault us with many encounters, before iht 
can land in the arms of Chriſt, and be bedded (vr 
in his boſome. ** | 
That great enemy of man (Satan) ſwellſ nd 
with ſpite, and enby, to ſee us preſented durs 
with ſuch ad offer, and ready to embrace it 7 
and therefore ( in his inveterate malice uv 
will not ceaſe to croſs us (as he can) in th 
bleſſed match, and high advancement. 
burſts his gall to ſee us contracted unto thi 
Lord Jeſus us (poor worms, his captives esta 
pluckt ont of his chains, and inſtantly draw... 
into a covenant of marriage with the Gap... 
of Heaven / to be admitted to ſuch an nj fight 
gn, and fellowſhip, inſtated in ſuch a Jois 
rurey 
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Lure, of divine glory, and eternal happin 
Irhich he hath utterly loſt / Oh how can it 
Pat grate his heart, and be another hell unto 
um, who is ſo ſtuffed with malicious envy, 
Ne 1 malice againſt the Lord Jeſiu, and 
e Inis Spou | 
Bur as it is with thoſe Locuſis ( his vene- 
?Imous armie ) ſo is it with their _— 
(Rev. = 19.) His power 10 in bie 71108 U and 
in his tail, He is a Serpent, more ſubtil 
chan ſtrong, or ſtrong. only by ſubtilty. His 
"Lying tongue, and finful Ringing tail is his 
mighty and (almoſt).only weapon. There- 
bre in your paſſage to your Heavenly Sponſe 
Ade ſets many crafty Bauds, and painted Har- 
lots to lay wait for you at every corner, 
"I(-Prov. 7. 12.) we have great need then to 
lend upon our watch, and to ſet a ſtrong 
Jand faithful guard at our gates (our eyes, 
"Years, Ec.) leſt 2s be beguiled Eve with his 
tilt, ſo be ſhould corrupt our minds, and 
{inveigle us by thoſe Strumpets, whoſe hearts 
Mee nett. and ſnares, and whoſe hands bands, 
eecleſ. 7. 26. | 
That old Bad (the world) and her Pendar 
stan, have painted, and dreſt up divers 
"FHarlots, which, attired in all deceitfulneGof 
"Jeunning allurements, they preſent .to our 
Might, and ſo draw away the wandring heart, 
«nd eye after lying vanities, The Turi: 


Saraglis 
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Saraglio is not ſo furniſhed with Concy 
bines, as this old Baud with filthy Stumpetrs;] T 
ſome enticing the mind, ſome the heart. Off th 
the former rank are numberleſs but beſideſ th 
thoſe Triobolax, and obſolete (fit now toff all 
work only in groſs darkneſs upon blind, ot P: 
mop-eyed creatures) ſhe hath newly trimmed he 
up two notable Harlots. xt no 
The firſt is that State of Rome ; but foff be 
varied in unwonted tires, ſo curiouſly paint pr 
ed by her laſt dreſſes. (the cunning Jeſuit.¶ tb. 
and turcheſt in new faſhions, that we have Be. 
need of purged eyes, and much intention to 
know her, and to ſee her leprous hide plaſter bu 
ed with fair colours. Th 
The fecond is that daughter of old Pelaſ mo 
give, which by abaſing the grace of God inf ma 
Gods elecłion, (binding his choice to thꝗ Ni 
works of men) and advancing the powet 
of man, in mans election, (flattering hinf and 
with falſe abilities of an unrenewed will} call 
perverts\ the right wayes of the Lord; wha But 
hedging, and walling us out of our wayezſ int. 
and conducting us only in the way of hig one 
grace; brings us to immortality, and glory. I the 
Whitherſdever you turn you, one offÞir 
theſe will be at your elbow ; In every cot m 
ner you ſhall meet with the Lovers of theſſ pets 
Harlots, doating on their plaiſtered beautie E 
and drawing. others to the ſame doteageſ was 
dune Thoſd be 
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| Thoſe Paramours of Rome will deeply fwear 
that their Miſtreſs is the Queen of the World, 
that the Sun (even the Scriptures) borrows 
all his beams from her eyes, that there is no 
paradice but in her arms, no Heaven but in 
her embraces, no hope but in her anchour, 
no faith but in her breaſt, no truth but in 
ber mouth : that #f ſbe commands Vices, and 
prohibits Vertues, you were bound to believe 
that Vices were good, and Virtues evil. 80 
vel Bellarm. De Roman, Pontif. l. 4. c. 5. 

tes The other not ſo lofty in their boaſtings, 
.] but as dangerous in their baits, and lurin 
They will promiſe you liberry, (and what is 
more ſuitable, and ſweet to nature) but 
ill make you (as themſelves) ſervants 10 corru- 
he $f:0n. 

Nov if you ſhould truſt your own eyes, 
ing and lean to your ommn underſianding, you might 
eaſily be charmed with their enchantments. 
But if ever you mean to keep your heart 
JIiatire for the Lord J7eſus, you muſt not afford 
one glance to theſe his Rivals, but through 
the glaſs of his word. That (but elſe no- 
ching) will broadly diſplay the putrid loath- 
{lomeneſs of theſe haggs, and rotten pup- 
el pets. 


Be ever aſking, Where it i written: this 


5. 
ef was the buckler of the Ancients. I adore 
ſ41he fulneſs of Scripture Let the ſhop of Her- 
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magenes teach m wöere it is written - if h [uw 
bi wot written, let him fear the woe pronounced [ye 

Adders, and ditraffers, Tertal. Thu f uo! 
wis the word of the Spirit, whereby our 11 
Saviour himſelf warded his breaſt from all ſect 
thoſe fiery darts of Satan, and beat dowi it 
Al his ſtrong affaults, Alattb. 4. 4, 7, 10. he 

But ſocunmiug are ſome of theſe Impoſterz, ¶ ver 
that chey will *chalſenge you at your own | ſho! 
Weapon. They have tearnt this fence offo1 
their old Maſter (the Devil) who ſeeing ou 
aui ſtandiug upon this guard, had preſently [pier 
duet) the fame weapon, and charged it} 2. 

aft kiln; It i written (faith he) Matth f 
1.6. whereby you fee how needful it is for whe 
yoo haveyour ſenſes exerciſed inthe word 
10 diſcern good, and evil, (Heb. 5. 14.) audſ ber 
Whit neceſſity lies upon you to meditate ii] At 
de word of God, day and night, (Pal. 1. 2.) In 
that you may breath your ſoul in those Kin 
breathivgs of that Holy Spirit. The enem wel 
is crafty, the iſſue of the combate, life oiſ wan 
deuth eternal. . 

Another ſort of Whores that old Band! 
ind Parder, the World, and the Devil drei ou 
up in another faſhion, to lay battery to you Na 
heart (the will, and affection) and they ai 
ns (if not more) dangerous than the forfThe 
ter. The firſt is the Lady Aammtmon, boaſiſ Alle 
ing her ſelf the only true Riches, but indeefdea 


a mee 


| [i weer ſlip, and counterfeit, braſs, and cop- 
per covered with tinfoyl. Yet how man 
+ { uoſtable ſouls bath ſhe beguiled 2 She hai 
all the tricks of a Whore, firſt in quality 
{ſecondly in action. For 1. She is Falſe, and 
"1 hiog : what content, and happineſs doth 
e promiſe to her Paramours ? yet did ſhe 
| never ſatisfie any Lover, Eccleſ. 5. 10. How 
n | ſhould that give man content, which hath no 
f . worth than mans fancy gives it? She 
rf drowns us in perdition, and deſtruction, and 
berceth with many ſorrows, 1 Tim. 6. 9, 10. 
it 2. She is inconſtant, and light; winged, and 
ber away, Prov. 23. 5. 2. Her actions alſo 
mIwhoriſh : ſbe hunts for the precious life of a 
44%, Prov. 6. 26. No leſs hire will purchaſe 
der company than the price of our ſouls, 
a Matth. 16. 26. when ſhe hath ſhut us with- 
In her embraces, ſhe ſhuts us out of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. As ſoon ſhall a Ca- 
el paſs through the eye of a needle, as a 
Iwan loving riches through the ſtrait gate of 
life, Mar. 10. 24, 25- 2. A Whore ſells 
{nothing but repentance, and mourning at 
our latter end, Prov.5.11. And what do men 
reap from the love of riches, but wecping, 
Jad wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth? Jam. 5.1. 
The way to keep off our hearts from this 
Mae Strumpet is to faſten our eyes upon the 
heavenly Riches : which are firſt true; the 
* | metal 
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metal not baſe, but precious promiſes, 2 PH 
1. 4. precious faith, much more precious ti 
gold, 1 Pet. 1.7. The ſtamp uposa them 
the Image of the Xing of Heaven, wi 
makes them currant in all his Domini o 
2. They are durable riches, (Prov. 8. 1815 
they will never fail you. In life, and desi yg 
they will follow you, Rev. 14. 13. He th ye 
looks upon God as his Portion, and ſees uf 
what. pleaſant places the lines are fallen to hin e 
Pſal. 16. 5, 6.) He that looks upon Chriſiflgya; 
d Bestes, Cal. 2. 3.) and thoſe gloriowlffr, 
riches ſtored up in him, will look upon e. 
other riches as loſs, and dung, (Phil. 3. 8 . 
and think the meaneſt room of his heart ta 
precious to be taken up with traſh an 
trumpery. | 
The ſecond Harlot is Honour, (Reputationlag; 
and credit with men) A proud Strumpetyy// 
that carryes her head aloft, but the verielhg-. 
dirt of all the reſt: yet how ſtrong are hell), 
allurements? How did ſhe draw away tho 
in part-believing Jews, ſpecially Rulers f B. 
Vo. 12. 42. how eaſily did ſhe carry thellyg1 
don in a ſtream of popularity from tre 
fountain. of life? She hath a ſtrong factiq , 
in all mens hearts to work for her, but pri: 
cipally in thoſe, who are great in the worlWe;; 
If ever you attain any eminence there, ſil. 


will prove a dangerous tentation. - Tah 
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d of caſt ing one glance toward her, leſt | 
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uu be overcome. Remember that watn- 


og of our Saviour ; you cannot entertain 


< 
1 
ot 
"uy 


forth, and her in one heart, Joh. 5. 44. Take 


alſo of being diſmayed with her 
dns. Aſſuredly know - ſhe will affront 
you with reproach, contewpt, diſgrace; If 
— to Chrift were you Kings, were you 
the King of Kings, ſhe would not be afraid to 


vile you, and ſpit in your face. David was 
Qworo with her mocks, (Pſal. 35. 15, 16.) 
ul becauſe: be followed that which was good, (Pſal. 
. 20.) The Sor of Davidderided by proud 
Wberiſees, Luk.16.14. Think not, being ſer- 
ots, to. be above your Maſter. 1 is enough 


U 


1 
| 


t . 


r 'the Diſciple to be as his Maſter, and the 
uant as the Lord. If they have called the 
er of the houſe Beelzebub, how much more 
al they call them of his houſhold ? Matth. 


5 ©. 25. whoſoever will live godly (be ſure of 


N 


hal ſuffer (at leaſt this) perſecution, 2 Tim. 
2. 
But take off your eye from this ſhadow, 
a tye of honour, and ſet it upon that true 
Could you (wich 470 li behold but 


1d te ſpärk of that heavenly advancement; 
rue would (with Moſes) account the reproach 


T 


At 
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0 brit greater honour than all the treaſures, 
pt, Heb. 11.26. If you will take up . 
unt aright, thus you will value: it: 
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indeed God himſelf is your praiſe, Deut. 10.20% 
And what weight then (in the ballance off, 
any impartial judgement. can the rotteqfg, 
breath of a mortal creature, and the glitz 
tering of rotten wood in the night hold; 
when the Creatour is in the other ſcale? / 

The third Stale is Pleaſtre, a wanton, pe 
tulant, luxurious pack, which (in reſpect ai 
your youth) if God keep you not, will 
cafily draw away your hearts from the lone 
of Chriſt. She hath all the properties of atluh 
Harlot. By means of a whoriſh woman ſbliige, 
4 man be brought 10 apiece of bread, (Pro 
6. 26.) and he that leveth pleaſure ſhall be if 
poor man, (Prov. 2 1. 27.) they that live ih 
Pleaſure are dead while they live, (1 Tim. 5. 6% 4. 
ſtinking coarſes, buried in living bodielfh , 
Oh take heed of this perfumed piece of Cathay 
ion. 6 
Perhaps fhe will ſend in her Brokers ; val 45 
luptuous, vain perſons, ( nay perhaps h 
will have your own hearts) to plead for beh. 
What? fhould you bury the April of yo Th, 

rs in a Winter of ſullen melancholyqgj 


ſome pl 


Ert 


JCap.r2. AFather's Teſtament. 
sine in the mire, to pollate our fouls; , 


þ 


which he hath waſhed in that precious foun- 


Juin opened (in the fide of Chrift) for fin, aud 
Wor xncleanneſs; as a Dog to lick p our vo- 
ait ; as that Demoniack to dive among the 
nb, (Mar. 5, 3.) and converſe with the 
dead in their graves, this, (if this be pleas 
ure) our Lord hath prohibited. But ſurely 
Inhoſoever account theſe things delightful; 
Mauſt needs allo rank themſelves wich bogs 
Mops, and demoniacks. Your Father allow= 


wth you a ſober, and wholſome uſe of all his 
reatures for yu comſort, and refeſhing * 
xd leſt this ſhould be too little, gives him- 


af tobe your Pleafitre, and joy ; bidds you 


y rejoice i» him, and again torejoice, Phil. 
4+ he allows, and gives you joy nnſþpeaka- 


S { , and glorious, (1 Pet. 1.8. ) provides; for 


ſulneſs of joy, and everlaſting pleaſures, 
al. 16.11. He will be to you a fountain 
f life, and will make you to drink, and abun- 


E 7 th ſatifie you with riters of his plegſare Fs, 


I. 36.8 


aal. 36.8,9. 2 
The Lord of glory offers himſelf, and his 


ly ugal love utito you, to endow you witl 


x ef 


Ibis goods, with himſelf; the ſtpream, the 
Food. Ate there no pleaſures in his 
braces ? If you ſt down under bis ſhadow, 


en will find great delight 3, and bis fruit wil 


+ 1 


: maſt ſiveet unto your ta, Cant. 2.3, If 4 
e 12 


man 


15 
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man who hath married ſome fair, lovely. and 
loving Spouſe; ſhould yet doat upon a ftiok-| 
ing, but perſumed, and painted Harlot, who 

ſcorus not his folly ? who deteſts not his perf 
ious; and perjurious wickedneſs ? who look I 
on bim but as a man impotioned, and with n 
ſtrong ſorceries bewitched? God proffen A 
himſelf to you as a Father, offets the Son A: 
and Heir of his: glory into: your boſomef 4 
and ſhall we leave this glorious Spouſe uf 80 
follow thoſe: dirty Proſtitutes, ſinks of al Tt 
uncleanneſs, 'and'filthineſs? The good Len 30 
keep our hearts from ſuch a witchery. - No 

' therefore fence your hearts from ſuch inf he 
chantments with theſe thoughts. bo 


| Mo 
Neo other paſſage ? what ? no way bur this 10 
Can bring my Pilgrim ſoul to reſt, and bli(s ? Th 


Proud Seas in Gyant waves *gainft Heaven rife, . 
And caſting mounts, fight with loud- thundring Skies, 
Skies charge their double Cannons, and let fly The 
Their fires, and bullets; waters hizz, and fry. 

How ſhall my tjr'd Bark climb thoſe mounts? how ſh 
It fall, and not than hell much deeper fall? 
How. ſhall a Potſheard fiand one Volly? how Th 
Shall glaſs cut through ſuch ſtorms, with brictle pron ii 
Were ſails as wings to mount me o te thoſe hill; 
Who could ſecuxe me in thola left nu 7. . 
A & | Whey -- + 


& ts 


. £4" 


1 
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Where Sirens fill che car, and eye with wonder: 

I more fear calm than ſtorms, more ſongs than thunder, 

Lend to the Latine Siren eyes, and cars, 

Her face will ſcent an Angel: voice the Spheres. 

The Belgian melts the ſoul with ſugred firains, . 

Nrops Wine, and looſneſs into (willing veins: *- 

A third Gold, Plenty, Wealth, abundance (ſings: 

And binds the captive car with ſilver firings. 

& fourth guilds all her notes withThrones,and Crowne 

tof 80 Heav'n in earth, glory in honour drowns. 

al The laſt powrs honey from her pleaſant Hive, yy 

0 Jollings, and kills, and buries men alive. 

Lord ficer: my Bark: draw thou mine eye, and eit 

| Won choſe vain 1 thy Word, and thee to fear, i 

; Lord tune my heart to htar (in Saintly throngs) 
More muſick in thy thunders, than their ſongs, - 

Make me to think in all theſe: ſtorms, and charms, -- 1 
In Sirens notes, and thundring Worlds alarms, 

Pr preſence is my guard, my Port thy, Bed nn 
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| But is ſuch a match feaſable ; 2 
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Car. XIII. a 


There it 10 impo NA bility, or Very much +4 0 
fade to atta ; 


IO Rue it is ; that Satan as an old, and ex 
2 pert Paudar, with exquifite art, and be 
cunning labours both to obſcure the radia 1 
beams of that S»n of Righteouſneſs, leſt th 
great Light the Image of God, and Brightz| 
of ble glory, ( Heb. 1.3.) Peuld ſhine fort 
unto i, (2 Cor. 16585 4.) and in dark ſt 
dowsto kindle thoſe rotten ſticks of ſuper 
ſtition, errour, profit, pleaſure, prefer * 
ment ; ſo with theſe glittering ſhews o 
falſe” light to draw away our eyes, ar 
from our Lord, and true Spouſe to th 

adulterous love of theſe painted Strun 
pets. 1 7 

And truly 1 it is with us, as with ſome fill dh 
children: we are more taken with th! 
glaring duſt of rotten wood, than with cho # 
glittering beams of that great Light of He 
new, yet were not thele eyes, and bean dan 
as wicked, and as N more) deceitſif Hut 
as he 5 (decei wl a all things, and de 55 
rately wicked, | er. I 7. 9.) he could not f 
© ' 
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ſeaſily bewitch us with thoſe falſe blaziogs 
of plaiſtered, and painted beauties. But 
when he without, and our hearts withinare 
cunning to deceive,. hence it comes, that 
{theſe loathſome Harlots ſeem altogether 
fe lovely ( which indeed are ſheer vanity) and 
he, who in truth is altogether lovely, (Cant. 
5..16.) hath his viſage ſo murred more than 
| any man, and his form more than the Sons of 
oof ew, tht be hath, in our eyes, no forms or 
nl comeelineſ? 3 and when we ſee him there is no 
* 4 why me ſhould deſire bim, If. 52. 14. 
75 33.2. 
1 have therefore before ( as I could, 
| weakly ) endeavoured to uncover as w 
4 the loathſome deformity of thoſe helliſh 
+4 Stales, as alſo the glorious beauties. gf aur 
| pracious Lord. But who is ſufficient f 
| (2 Cor, 2. 16.) and who leſs ſufficient than 
am [> Bleſled be the Father of hghts. who 
bath in any meaſure purged, and cleered 
our dimm, and abuſed eyes to diſcern the 
abhorred tilthineſs of the one, and the excell- 
—— of the other. | 
No if our poor ſouls enamoured on his 
perfections>ſhould ſay, Bleſſed indeed is the 
hand that weds, and the heart that beds him! 
aut 7 am 4 vor, and no man what hope to 
match with ſo grea: a Lord f I am à dead 
eat dead in firs, and rreſpeſetz, « painged 
'Y I 4 ' Sepulchre, 
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Sepulchre, a grave full of dead Corpſes, what bel 
poſſibility for ſuch a wretch to riſe up te] vi 
fo high an advancement ? How ſhould ſuchgf his 
Body of death be eſpouſed, and match with hot 
the Life of the world, with Eternal Liſe i] cur 
who ſhall wooe him for me? who can. wiel of 
him to me? Let me fatisfie you in thigh mir 
doubt. Va Ana L 
To conclude this match we have more ulef] 4 
bf our ears, than of our mouths. : He (oh trai 
incomprehenſible mercy / oh unconceivableſ ey: 
goodneſs ) He wooes us. He offers tres wo 
ties, nay entreaties of marriage with uyf reſi 
He employes Embaſſadowrs purpoſely to be-ſ uni 
ſeech ws," and they pray us in Chriſts: ſteadi (af 
(2 Cor. 5. 20.) nay he gives us Liegern , 
- Who daily negotiate, and ſollicite this mari] cio! 
ridge; that we world be eſpouſed; as à chaſhl] hey 
Virgin, to Chriſt, 2 Cor. 11. 2. ner 
Stay here awhile, and wonder. Let u bea 
take a better view of this ſtrange love, and} he? 
dealing of our Lord: let us raviſh our hearts] eve 
with admiration of his goodneſs. Shall the J 
King of Kings beſeech a Traitor to be reconiſ ini, 


vile? Shall the creatour deſcend to wedd,ſ| fint 
hay to wooe the Creature ? the-cl/ay. of bi. 
band, f Shall the Lord of Angels ( he is nal are 
leſs) offer himſelf in union, and communiqiſ bu 
with Devils? we are no better, Joh. 6. 7a fou 
children of Satan, Job. 8, 44. my + 1 are 
PLIES & else 
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bell, Me#h. 23. 15. nay C tives df he De> 
vil, 2 L/, 2. 26.) Shall God the Father give 
his Son, (hall God the Son give his; liſe, ſhall 
doth give their bleſſed Spirit to ſuch helliſh, 
{| curſed enemies? Oh the infinite miraeles 
nj of this mercy / And yet is his mercy; more 
if miraculous,or our madne(s more-prodigious? 
| Fe will not come, (Joh. 3. 40.) we muſt be 
n to this bappineſs, Job. 6. 44. The 
Iuaitour ſtripped for execution ręjects mer; 
ef cy: the Creature ſcorns the Creatour, aud 
| worſe than Devils (who have no ſuch offer) 
vi refuſes to be reſtored to Heaven; and re- 
united to the Lord of Heaven: and yet he 
| (after many denyals) waits to be grarious with 
, (Iſa. 30. 18.) and we aſter ſo long gra- 
«|| cious waiting perſiſt in our denyal : and yen 
be perſiſteth ſtill in his gracious purpoſe, and 
never leaveth us till overcoming our ſtony 
u bearts with his ſoft love, and tender mercies, 
A be wins us to be happy in his grace, and for 
u ever bleſſed in his glorious embraces. 
ls not he a God of purer eyes than to: behold 
ef iniquity ? Hab. 1. 13. And what are we but 
3,f fintul dung, and corruption? Is not he 4 con 
uin fire.to ſinners ? Heb. 12. 29. And what 
{are we but ſtubble, and fuel for everlaſting 
2 How then is it that we .;havg 
found tavour in his eyes? Ho is it that me 
ue (as. that burning 'buſh) unconſumed ? 
1 . Certainly 


4, 
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Certainly: becauſe he v God, aud not wany 
Hof, 11-9. nay becauſe he is God, and Men; 
delighting iz mercy, Mic. 7.18. 4 

Now that we may be the more willing, and; 

ready (with all humility,” and thankfulneG)] a 

toentertain, 8 _ - — of faithfl 

to expect this high appy advaucement fi 

let u Hela faſten our eyes firſt — 1 

our ſelves, ſecondly. upon him, and take aſt 

right view, (for a full, we here cannot) . 

well of our miſery, as his mercy 3 by hisownl p 

hand exquiſitely pencil'd out to us. Let 

us ſet up the picture of it (being a piece 
very excellent) in the beſt roam of our 

hearts, that it may be continually in out þ 

t, and remembrance, we ſhall have iti! 

Erze 16. from the 2 tothe 15 verſ. fn 

+ Firſt, Therefore Gods Spirit there preſenu & 

to our eyes; (in groſs) aud ſbews ws. our ale. 1 

arinutions, ver. 2. And hence ſo frequent)yj z 

in the word the Lord culls out the moit abo 

minable, and loathſome things as parallels fes 
ub : out very ſacrifices," and ſervice (i { 
ſected with our contagion ) abominable, 

Prov. 13.8. our very Incenſe (which ſhoule 

ſweeten all. our ſervice). meer abomivatio 

Iſa. 1. 13.) our very beauty abhorred 
Exel, 16. 25.) and our excellency hatefu 
and loathſome, Aaos 6. 8. 7 baud 

2. In particular. 1. Our Birth 2 

5 5 6 
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n us curſed Canannites, ver. 3. whom the 
len; od as 'a loathſome vomit) ſpewed out, 

40. 18. 27, 28. we ate born enemier, (Rom. 
and $; 20.) haters of God, (Rom. 1. 30.) 2. We 
els) ane , filthily pollared in our own blood, 
ith]. 6. and even wallowing in our mire, 
ent and deaths rejoycing iz evil, and delighting in 
poly foward wickedneſr, Prov. 2. 14. 3. In all 
e if this miſery uopittyed, ver. 5, No creature, 
) af (wot our ſelves) had any compaſſion of our 
wal poop ſouls ; helpleſs, hopeleſs," ſenſeleſs. 
Let] 4. Laſtly, we were Caſt-awayes ; deſpiſed, 
ect] corned, the Refuſe of the Creatures, v. 5. 
out} As ſome ſtrumpets caſt out their miſbegotten 
out] births, and are aſhamed of their fruit, fo 
iti the earth was abaſhed to look on us (her 
\-| miſhbepen Off- ſpring) we were the ſhame of 
our er. Arid what could now be added 
i to: this miſery, but the end, and laſt act of 
his Tragedy, even hell fire, and brimſtone, 

Io which we were poſting without ſtop, 
ter with all our might, by wilfull rebellion, and 
ir gubborn wickedoefs? 

Turn now, and fin your eye upon that 
miracle of Gods love, and mercy. He 
nf hom we had provoked, deſpiſed, be whom 
c we hated, be, only be pitties us: ſo pitties 
ful us, that even (when we were dead, and 
buried in the belly of hell) be gives us life, 
60. 6. the life of himſeif our God: ** 


ne 
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his Sen, the life of . the. world, eternal: Lifh I 
2. Wich life be gives us growth, and in; 
creaſe, 2:7. the increaſe ef God, 2 19. 1 
to which end he giveth us alſo faith | : 
Paſtours to build us up till we attain to the 
meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs af .Thrifh | 
Epheſ. 4. II, 12, 13. 3. He enter. 
covenaut with as, (wears, and vows:his love 5 
c 
0 
t. 


unto us, his conjugal love, v. 8. ſends: meſ 
ſengers to wooe, win, and eſpouſe us to him: 
ſelf, 2 Cor, 3. 20. & 11. 2. 4. He waſher, 
(throughly waſbes us from: all filthineſs, Ezek 
36.5. Maud anoints ws with. Ogl, (v. 9.) 
neither thought he any Laver pure enough, 
till he had epered Fountain for us in his/own 
fide; and waſhed us in his heart blood 
Zecb. 13. 1 Rev. 1.5. naiOyle he thought 
precious enough, till he had powred: out 15 
own Spirit tu anoint s, 1 Joh. 2.27; 5. He 
cloathes us as becomes the Spouſe of ſuch x 
Majeſty v. 10, 11, 12. Neither could any 
Creaturꝭ in Heaven; or earth give him con- 
tent in fitting us with ornaments. His own 
hand muſt frame our veſture, his own righte- 
ouſneſs; muſt apparel us, his own glory 
Crown us, -.Yeahe diveſts himſelf to cloath 
us with himſelf, he pets on Chriſt upon us, 
Gal. 3. 27. 6. He futniſneth a rich Tas 
ble for us, v. 13. feaſts us with fat things, 
fob of marrom, of wines vn tba les, * 
LA 1 
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Wer 25: 6. No n and fine 
enough for us (in his love) but the true 
9 ee the Bread of Heaven: no Wine plea- 
nuf nt enough, but that fruit of the true Vine 
"Sl preſt, and wrung out on the Croſs; even 
ih his own Body, and Blood, Joh. 6. 35, 
53, 55: 

7. Laſtly, He deforms-our deformity; and 
conforms us to his own likeneſs: ſets his 
'F own beauty upon us, (v. 14.) transforms us 
to the image of his own Son, (Rom.8.29.) 
who is the Brightneſ# of bis glory, Heb. 1. 3. 

Know then, never did any paſſionate 
lover ſo deeply affect, and affectionately 
wooe his deſired Spouſe, as he the union of 
our ſouls with himſelf, A lover watches 
I diligently, and greedily catehes alf oppor- 
tunities of conferring with his beloved, and 
winning her heart. And doth not he riſe ap 
early to draw, and bring home our fouls ? 
fer. 25.4. & 32, 33, A Lover breaks his 
lleeps to wait at the door of his Love: and 
ol is rot his head filed with the dew ? and bis 
tei locks wet with the drops of the night 2 Cant. 

<1 2. A Lovet will not break off for eve- 
n denyal, nor will be diſcouraged with ma- 
18 5 reſuſals: and doth not our Lord wait 10 
iN be gracious unto as 2 Iſa. 30. 18. even aſter 
Sf we bave wearied hi with our unkindneſs, 
Ia. 43+ 24 Some Lovers have ventared 5 
12 12 He 


e 
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se given his life for his beloved, Fob. 15. 13/1 
Seeing therefore ſuch a Lover (lo loyel) Ti 
thus wooes ſuch wretches, (ſo loathſome) 
let us thus anſwer his ſuit, 


J. 


(Nie Ford ? can'fichou miſpend 


One word, miſplace one look on me? 
Call'Rt me thy Love, thy Friend? = 
 Canthis poor ſoul the object be Lo 


Of theſe love-glances, thoſe life-kindling eyes? 
What ? I the Centre of thy arms embraces ? 
Of all thy labour I the prize ? De 
Love never mocks, Truth never lics. In 
Oh how I quake : Hope fear, fear hope diſplaces: 
3 would, but cannot hope: ſuch wondrous love amaze, 90 


II. 


See, Tam black as night, 
Sce | am darkneſs : Ark as hell. 
| Lord thou more fair than light 
Heavꝰ ns Sun thy Shadow: can Sunns dwell 
With Shades ? *cwixt light, and darkneſs what com 
True: thou art darkneſs, I thy Light: my ray (mers 
Thy miſts, and helliſh ſoggs ſhall pierce. | 
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tz. Ii make che foul December flowry Moy, 


Turn thou thy night to me: Tle turn thy night to day. 
ne)!” 


See Lord, fee I am dead: 
Tomb'd in my (elf: my ſelſ my grave. 
A drudge: fo born, ſo bred: 
My ſelf even to my ſelſ a ſlave. 
Thou Freedome, Life: can Life, and Liberty 


Lore bondage, death? Thy Freedom I: I tyed 


To looſe thy bonds: he bound to me: 
My Yoke (ball eaſe, my bonds ſhall free. 
Dead ſoul, thy Spring of liſe, my dying fide ; 


[There dye with me to live; to live in thee I dyed, 


Fa "al then the hopes of ſucha match are fo 
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What are the means to bring Chriſt, and ous 
Souls together: JJ 
AS it is inthe earthly, ſo alſo in this heafſac 
"A venly contra. The Aan is the Sui teiſiſia 
the Vomus is Wooed,, In him is required 
to aſk, and ſeck 3 in her only to accept 
and conſent. Chriſt loves firſs - then well 
1 Joh. 4. 19. He in love proffers: himſe 
to us, and we (when he hath wonn us 
embrace his offer with love, and willing 
receive him. His hand whereby he give 
himſelf, is his Word ; ( the Goſpel, writteiſ 
his Love-letters, Preached, his wooing) ou 
hand whereby we receive him is only o 
faith: by which the Underſtanding afſentyor 
and the Vill conſents : ſo the only conditio 
md demand of God for conſummation of th 
Fontraò, is Faith. $1 
«< Firſt therefore, That Father of lights ( 
the light of his word) diſcovers to us t 
perſon of the Lord Jeſus in his nature; Goaffie 
and Man. 2. In his Offices; King, Price 
and Prophet. 3. In his Relation to ui 
Hushand 
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band, Head, Saviour. 4. In his love, and 
tions of love: Incarnation, Humiliation, 
"Y Exa/tation. This light he ſo effectually 
brings home to us by the work of his Spirit; 
that whereas (heretofore). we ſaw no beau- 
ty in him that we ſhould defire him, (Js. 
* $53- 2.) now we ſee no beauty but in him; 
Ive bebold his glory, as the glory of the only be- 
rotten Son of God, Joh. 1. 14. And ſo ſtrong 
enen impreſſion doth it work, that the Under - 
eritanding (convinced by Gods Spirit) receives 
rellibe: teſtimonies, ſubſcribeth, and ſeals to this 
pit of God, (Joh. 3. 33.) and then plainly 
Sees, confeſſes, and with joy ſo judges that a/ 
ſelftings are dung, and loſs in compariſon of the 
is Ncellent knowledge of Chriſt Jeſ his Lord, 
Whil. 3. 8. And this is the firſt act of faith, 
veurought in the Underſtanding, whereby the 
TT 
tei ere henſive faculty conceiveth this truth, 
ouliad the Judicial figns it. | 
ou The ſccond is in the r faculty; 
ner the ſame word by the ſame work of 
oed Spirit, which perſwaded the Judgement 
chipaſſent, draws on the Will to conſent : and 
zit giveth power to the one to conceive, 
oo the other to receive Chriſt aright. To 
chills 'cnd the Ford cleerly demonſtrateth as 
Godfiell the miſery of man without him, as the 
jeffppineſs with him, and both infinite, (as 


3. 36. & 1 Job. 5. 12.) It ſets out him 
1 K 5 


and 10 
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in relation to us as the Vine, us in relation 
to him as the Branches, Job. 15. 1, G 
grafted in him we are cleanſed, fruitful, ver.] , 
3,4: but without him we can do, we can han 0 
nothing ; neither fap, nor fruit, but aref } 
withered, and burned, Joh. 15. 5,6. In hin , 
and his houſe we floxriſh, grow fat ; and thi} 1 
more we grow in age, the more we grow in fruit 1} 
Jalnefs, (Pſal. 92. 13, 14.) but out of hig 1+ 
(as the branches of a Vine) altogether uſeſ e: 
leſs, caſt into the fire for fuel, the fire def h; 
wours both the ends of it, and the midſt of i he 
i burnt, Ezek. 15. 4. Vine-branches, (of al »» 
other) are in the Vine moſt uſeful, and noſ ne 
ble, out of the Vine moſt baſe, an pr 
uſeleſs. art 
It propounds him to us as an Husbandſ be, 
us to him as a Spouſe : Woman was madg(» 
for man, and without him is unftuitful, an4 + 
uſeleſs : him to us as an Head, us to him A pet 
his limbs, and body; Is bim we live, move, i 
have onr being, Act. 17. 28. without him . 
are ſenſeleſs, dead, nothing. 
And whereas the heart is eaſily drawf 
with that triple cord, of profit, pleaſurgpar, 
preferment, it evidently diſcovers to Lu 
1. Our gain, and great advantage by im he 
life, and death, (Phil. 1. 21.) all other thinglof 4 
loſs, Phil. 3, 8. 2. The infinite delight, a A 
ſweetneſs in his ſhadow, Cant. 2, 3. the fiſea 
car ou 


. 
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carouſes out of the Rivers of his pleaſures, 
| P/al. 36.8. the woe ( Hoſ. 9. 12.) and tor- 
nent of his abſence, Rev. 14. 10. ſo that 
our ſpirits refuſe all comfort, and are utter- 
ly overwhelmed, Pſal. 7 7. 3. 3. The hei 
of honour,” and advancement in him, Jos. 
12. 26. (Honos eſt in Honorante) Honour is int 
the giver, wot receiver. The more excellent 
the perſon is who gives honour, the more 
excellent is the honour received from his 
hands. What compariſon then between the 
honour which comes from man, and the ho- 
our which. comes ſrom God only ? we are 
never truly honourable, but when we are 
ans precious in his fight, Ia. 43. 4. In him we 
are Kings, (Rev. 1. 6.) and this kingdow 
of beverly, (2 Tim. 4.18. ) and everlaſting, 
(2Pet. 1. 11.) that cannot be moved, Heb. 
$42. 28. out of him we are Children of the 
Devil, (Joh. 8. 44.) and ſo devils, (Joh. 
6. 70.) who being thrown out of Heaven, 
Mand unworthy to be ſeated in any (the ve- 
ry loweſt) place formerly deſigned for the 
Creature, have a new, and peculiar place pre- 
pared for them beneath all other, #he Deep, 
(Luk. 8.31. ) and bottomleſs pit, Rev. 20. 1. 
where they are bound up in eserlæſting chains 
darkzefs, Jude 6. | 193190 
And yet further the #ord ſhews us the 
afie conditions which in this Comra# God 
0 K 2 demands 


demands of us; ſubjection, obedience, and 
ſervice to our heavenly Spouſe. And leſt 
our dimm eyes (which are eaſily taken up 
with the empty ſhew, and vain name of li- 
berty) might be frighted (as with Bug-bears) 
when they look upon ayoke; he hath laid 
open the nature, and manner of this ſervice, 
(concerning which I ſhall ſay more in the 
next) ſo that the ſpirit of man ſees in it the 

lorious liberty of the ſons of God, (Rom. 

11.) and no liberty but in this bond, no 
reſt, joy, or comfort but in this ſweet ſer- 
vice. Moſt true it is that 20 mas can com 
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unto Chriſt, unleſs the Father draw him, and a 
true, that every mar who hath learned of the 
Father, cometh unto Chriſt, Joh. 6. 44, 45. 
The cords therefore by which the Father 
draws: us unto his Son, are thoſe leſſons 
whereby he teacheth us. I. In God, his 
love which paſſeth knowledge, (Epheſ. 3. 19. 
thelove of the Father giving us his Son, that 
we might not periſh, but have everlaſting 
life in him, ( Jeh. 3. 16.) and the love d 


the Son, giving his life for us, (Job. 15. 13. 


when enemies, (Rom. 5. 10.) 2. In us ou 
extream neceſlity of him, being of all Crea 


tures the moſt miſerable without him, and 


infinitely bleſſed with him. 
Theſe are thoſe cords of a man (for the 


, Co ' 


— * * 


will of man cannot be drawn by violence 1 
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„ 
d Thus our heavenly Spouſe wooes us; thus he 
tf ſpeaks comfortably unto our hearts, ( 
pf 2. 14.) and allures 1. Then the Vill cheer- 
i: fully conſents, call. him Iſhi (y urban 
) not Baali ( Lord), Thus our Saviour be- 
d troths ws to bimſelf for ever, betroths ut in 
e righteouſneſs, in judgement, in loving kindneſs, 
ie andwe know the Lord, Hoſ. 2. 16, 19, 20. 
ef This is that root of faith, Col. 2. 7. which 
n. ſpringing from the incorruptible. ſeed of 
0] Gods Word (Rom. 10. 17.) ſends up the 
r. ſtalk of love, and working by. love, (Gal. 5. 6.) 
brings forth the ear, fruitful in every good 
work, increaſing in ſome thirty, in ſome 
| ſixty, in ſome an hundred fold, Matth. 13. 23. 
bis is that hand of faith whereby when 
the Lord Jeſus is offered unto us we receive 
binn, (Joh. 1. 12.) 1. Ia the underſtand- 
ing, by conceiviog aright of him, learning 
J Chriſt as he & taught us, (Epheſ. 4. 20, 21.) 
2. In the will, by embracing him, Heb,11.13. 
This is that grace of the Spirit, by which 
when we are queſtioned in the church (after 
© thoſe wooings of Chriſt in his word ) Wilt 
thow have the Lord Jeſas Chriſt to thy wedded 
Hutband ? wilt thow love, honour, obey, ſerve 
in, and keep thee only unto him; the ſoul 
anſwers, I wil, and ſo gives it ſelf to Chriſt, 
J and by the ſeal of baptiſm becomes the ſealed 


K 3. * fountain 


of compulſion) the bands love, Hoſ.1 1.4. 1 "3 


foxni4ir of the Lord Jeſur, (See Cant. 4. 12. 
wither v. 5. 18.) and is tyed unto him in 
un indiffeluble knot of thoſe everlaſting 
als : ſo that either death, nor life, nor 
Prizcipalities, nor Powers, nor things preſent, 
wor things to come ſhall be able to ſeparate 
the love, (Rom. 8.38, 39.) from the 
rd, and bed of the Lord Jeſw. 

24 Andis this all which is required in ſuch a 
match? doth he aſk neither portion, nor 
beauty, nor honour ( nay 59 all theſe) 
nothing but our hearts? (filthy bearts that 
he may cleanſe them, dead hearts that he 
may quicken them, beggarly, and empty 
hearts that he may enrich, ſtore, and fill 
them with the f»/nef of God?) Oh then ſhut 
not the door againſt ſuch a Suiter. Open 
your heart for him; give it to him: where 


N 
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can you fo well beſtow it? how graciouſly 
wilt fi receive it 2 how lovingly will he che- 
.erfftric? how ſweetly will he embrace it? 
an& ofrhow infinitely happy, and bleſſed will 
ou be in his ſweet embraces. 
Bae is there nothing elſe demanded but 
the heart, and will in this ſpiritual match, 
aud unipn with Chriſt ? Nothing more to 
make: the match; but after the marriage, 
thofe conjugal duties are required, which 
willſoon make us feel and contefs howhappy 
we are in ſuch anefpoufal. Hearkev then 
is: willingly 


Forn 
Mak 
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willingly to his ſuit, and thus in your hearts 
cheerfully aufwer him. 


1 

S [Bchold, behold me: view, ſearch every part: 

. Let beauty wooe thy eyes, thy eyes thy heart. 2 
Thou doſt, Lord, what thou ſpeak' n;; I ſomewhat ſee, 

That I fee nothing, nor my (elf, nor thee. (ean tell 
Noint thee : what ſeeſt thou now ? What tongue 

4 Ila thee ten thouſand heav'ns, in me an hell. 

ir | How hk'ti thy ſelf poor ſoul ? how lik'ſt thou mg? 

) Lord, I am dung, and all things dung to thee. 87 

it | I made thee firſt, and come, now, new to make thee; 

e Ii chen thou lik t, ſtretch forth thy hand, and take me. 

y | Take thee?Lord thou more rich than heav 'n can make 

poor; tak'&thou no portion but to take thee ?-' (the · 

Lord I am naked, foul, thou can't but loath me : 

n Ask' n thou no beauty but to cleanſe, and cloath me? 

ech I am baſe : my ſelf my (elf diſdain: 

wut thou no honour, but with thee to reign ? 

Is this thy whole demand, to leave mine own, 

And take thre for my portion, beauty, Crown? 

A glorious offer: madnels to refuſe it: 

An eaſie choice: yet wretch I cannot chuſe it. 

" Maim'd wretch ! I ſee my bliſs; yet, till thou male it, 
I Ibave no will to chuſe, no hand to take it. 


h Give me an hand to take thy glorious offers. 

| Form, draw mine eyes; ſo ſhall I Gill behold thee 3 

Make, hold my hand: ſo ſhall I take, graſp, hold thee. 
K 4 Ap. 


Let th hand, which thee, which all thy glory proſſers, 
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& bo the duties of a Soul married 1 
a it? 


Hat humble Widow eſteemed it no 

Y little grace, that a man ſo mighty a 
Boaz ſhould take any notice, or ſhew tt 
leaſt favour to her ſo poor a ſtranger, Ruti 
2.10, 13. No doubt but looking upon he 
ſelf in her Widow - hood, and deſolate cor 
dition, in a low ebb of poverty, and on he 
Natioo branded by God, and ſhut out of hi 
Congregation (Deut. 23. 3.) ſhe could ſet 
nothing in her ſelf worthy of his eyes, and 
acceptance. Yethad ſhe many commendable 
endowments ; ſuch as might preferr her to 
a very honourable eſpouſal. Her wifel) 
kindneſs to her former Huſband, (Rui 
I. 8.) her obedient faſt love to a Mother 
in-law 3 her ſtrength of youth, and (nc 
queſtion) beauty; but above all, virtue 
and holineſs known, and famed. All the 
meeting inone might make up a worthy por 
tion, when the Judgement held a right b: 
lanoe, and weighted things not as they ſeen 
but are. | | 
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How then ſhould we humble our abject 
ſouls before our heavenly Spouſe ? She was 
a Widow; we (as our Proverb is) Graſs- 
widows, neither Wives, nor Maids : we had 
I proſtituted our ſelves to fin, and luſt, aud 
10 had played the harlots with many lovers, Jer. 
3. 1 2. She was poor: we miſerable, and 
wretched, poor, blind, and naked, Rev. 3. 77. 
She a ſtranger : we Aliens fromthe common- 
af wealth of rel, without God, without hope, 
Epheſ. 2. 12. 4 corrupt, and corrupting ſeed, 
Ifa. 1. 4. She had many excellent endow- 
ments, we had none No good in our fleſh, 
HJ Rom. 7. 18. She akind wife: we not only 
ei unkind, but treacherous, Jer. 3. 20. She 
tif obediently loving to a Mother in law; we 
ſer hatefully diſobedient, and obſtinate againſt 
and an heavenly, and moſt gracious Father, Iſa. 
ble 48. 4. Tit. 3. 3. She youthful, beautiful: 
ta we full of the old man corrupt in lis, Eph. * 
ell 4. 22. Filthy, even to ſtinking, (Pſal. 14. 3.0 
will and loathſome, Prov. 13.5, She vertuous, 
ef and holy: we out of meaſure ſinful, and 
(ng vicious. And he (our Spouſe) the true 
ue Boaz, (that is) ſirength, the mighty; the Al- 
eld ge. How uneven a yoke? yet our Wil 
orf in all theſe defects received: willingneſs 
al in his unutterable grace, and unconceivable 
v4 mercy): being accounted, and accepted as 
our portion, and beauty, and we in the * 
8 o 
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of our eſpouſals) endowed with all his 
goods, adorned with his beauty, and crown: 
ed with his glory. | | 

But is it poſſible that when the Huſband is 
ſo rich, great, excellent, nothing ſhould be fe 
demanded but heart, and will? To make the 
match nothing elſe, but after it is made, all 
Conjugal duties required. And what are 
they? 1. Love, to cleave to him in all dear pie 
affection. 2. Conſtancy, to hold us to him 
in all eſtates, better, warſe; 3. Chaſtity, tofh 
keep our ſelves only to him. 4. Subjection, i 
to obey. and ſerve him. | 

But this ſeems a very hard, and heavy bur-þ 
then. It is only ſo in ſeeming, and to ſome i 
only. As in the night many things ſeem ſpuſt 
very terrible, which in the day are very de · e 
lightful to the eye; As to a ſick palate that hi 
meat ſeems very iikſome; which in health 
is ſweet, and pleaſing: ſo men that ſit in 
darkneſs, and look on theſe things with 
dimm eyes, imagine, rather than ſee many 
Buggs to fright, and ſcare them; when theit 
hearts are ſurfeted with finful luſts, this is. 
moſt ſweet yoke is very diſtaſtful, and ſot 
bitter: but where there is a new Creature, i. 
and the ſenſe uncorrupted, no ſoul is able pg 
to comprehend either. the full excellencyfjon> 
of it, or to utter in any meaſure that lit*Ja'ſi 
tle it dath comprehend. Let us __ lH 

ore 
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xe draw nigher, and take a better view of 
eſe things. | 
And 1. Loveis as the obſect; very ſweet, 
is r very bitter: ſomerimes exceſſively grie- 
e tous, ſometimes exceedingly pleaſant. If 
e the object be loathſome, love is burthen- 
ll Tome. Seven years for beauteous Kachel 
re eewed but a few dayes ; but a few dayes for 
ar Pear eyed Leab would have been many 
mears. 2. Be the object very lovely, but 
0 ſhot at all loving ; ſuch love is full of vexa- 
r, ion, and anguiſh. Thus Amen fair Siſter 
ſamar afflicted him to ſickneſs, and leanneſs, 
2 Same. 13. 2, 3. 3. If the object be wor- 
, and reflecting our love, yet if it prove 
paftuitful, it brings oſten more grief, than 
omfort, Sarah's and Rebeccas beauty 
yielded their huſbands leſs content, than 
th heir barrenneſs trouble. The extraordi- 
in ary kindneſs of Hannab's huſband could 
th pot (in barrenneſs) ſo ſweeten the bitter- 
y {neſs of her ſoul, but that all meat was 
ir diſtaſtful, and no drink reliſhed but tears, 
is S. 1. But when all theſe meet z when 
zur hearts are pitched upon an object, 
Ib. Lovely, and amiable; 2. Kind, and lov- 
ing; 3. Fruitful, and beneficial, our affecti - 


e will rather need a bridle than à ſpur; not 
i ſwitch, but a ſuaffle. 908 
e. H then we look upon our Heavenly 
re 


Spouſe, 
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Spouſe, we ſhall ſee. : 1. That he is faire 
than the Children of men, (Pſal. 45. 2. Jeg 
bogether lovely, (Cant. 53. 16.) his beauty] 
the longing of Saints, (?ſal. 27. 4.) ther 
viſhment of Angels, (4/e. 6. 3.) from hoſiſ ab 
beams the whole world. borrows its ſpark of 
beauty. 2. His Love is firſt : preventingſ}! 
ours, 1 Job. 4. 19. paſſeng all (not only low 
but) expreſſions, nay knowledge: of all Creiſi 
tures, Eph.3.19, 3. The fruit of this m 
tual love exceeding much, and glorious, 
lifts up from a deſpiſed condition, (Cant. d&. i 
makes us homourable, Ia. 43. 4. It prefersy 
from the baſeſt drudgery in the world, fron 
the Skullery of Satan, to the bed of Heaven 
to the union, and glory of the Lord of He 
ven, and earth, Job. 17, 21,22. In a wor 
it gives us pexiection, elevates our abaſe( 
nature above the Heavens, and exalts it ti 
the uttermoſt extent of which a Creature i 
capable: and therefore juſtly termed the bond 
of perfeFneſs, Col. 3. 14. | 
To love therefore him, who is above me: 
fure lovely, above apprehenſion loving 
whoſe love fully perſects the beloved Lover 
can be a burthen to none but thoſe, who 
hate their reſt, and love their burthensjIT 
yet were it a burthen, juſtly might he end 
pect, and exact of us cheerfully to bear i 
For will not all bonds of gratitude, ang 
equitha 
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. equity tye us to it? were it a burthen for 
ut iw to love him our glory, life, heaven, it were 
u ſar greater for him to love us his death, hell, 
sel abaſement. He loved us when dead, and 
eo way but by his death to be revived : 
ine he loved us when ſunk into hell, children of 
vrath and Satan, and never but by his deſcent 
er into hell (even ſuffering that wrath) to be 
. reſcued. He loved us when we were utterly 


fallen, thrown down from the higheſt ' ho- 
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,1,jnour to the bottomleſs pit, when filthy, 


sul loathſome, ſtinking, and never but by his 
ou abaſement (from the form of God to the 
aul ſorm of Wan, and of a ſervant) to be re- 
erl ſtored, never to be waſhed but by his blood, 
never to be reformed but by his deformity. 
ſelf then not for love, yet for ſhame how 
ich hould we deny to be preſſed for his, 
eil who was oppreſſed for our ſake? to bear 
ulis croſs, who hath bort! our curfe? to car- 
ry the heavenly burthen (if any were) of 
his life, who hath undergone the helliſh load 
got our death, and miſery ? 

er 2. Secondly, We are enjoyned to hold us 
hu doſe to him in all eſtates better, and worſe : 
s;ITbis condition affrights many, and makes 
chem ſhrink. But only fleſh, and blood is 


itfltartled at it. Chriſt even to a carnal eye is 
nifeeauriful in his crown of glory, but in his 
6 


own of thorns they think he looks not 
like 
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like himſelſ: they have no pleaſure in him: C 
lovely on his Throne, loathſome on hi lo 
Croſs. Alas poor ſouls { Is it another 
which ſhines in his brightneſs, and is ſha 
dowed in a cloud? The Moor interpoſiny 
may ecclipſe the beams of the Sun to ui tr 
but can it ſtain, or diminiſh his glory w 
and excellence? A maſk may hide, but em be 
1 Is Chriſt leſs lovely, when ſo 

e ſhews moſt love ? Look better upon him l 

eye him at the whipping poſt, onthe Crokf 4b 
How do thoſe dying looks ſet out to liſſ 8 
that incomprehenſible love? Our werdth 
our thoughts fall infinitely ſhort of ii. 
Here only it ſtands out pencild to life in fu ( 
expreſſion, and offers it ſelf to our viei ft. 
in juſt proportion. How do thoſe fires q di 
love burn in his quenched eyes? what ea} 
of love flow in every drop of that pre 
ous blood? How many fountains of low 
and life ſtreaming from his hands, feet, (id 
open the very Cateracks of Heaven, 
Surround the World with floods of love ? 
have no eyes if we ſtand not dazeld wil 
this dun of righteouſneſi, more bright 
ſhining forth in the beams of his love, froſ 
the Axel-tree of his Croſ7, than from th 
ſphere of his glory. | 

Some perhaps will confeſs that Chriſt ne 
ver more manifeſted his love than = hiſ te 

roi 
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in: Croſs, but yet to take up his Croſs, and fol- 
willow him, cannot be but very grievous, and 
painful. But Zove i ſtronger than death, 
Cant. 8. 6.) and hath power to ſweeten 
all pain, to overcome, and. triumph over all 
| trouble, and grievance. The only reaſon 
y why this way of Croſſes is ſo tedious, is, 
em] becauſe there is none, or too little love to 
enf ſweat en it. Why can Saints rejoice in tribu- 
img] lation, but becauſe #he love of God is ſhed 
ok} «broad in their bearts? Rom. 5. 3, 5. For if 
li a little Sugar can ſweeten the moſt bitter 
rc things which are decocted in it, how much 
ii more ſhall that infinitely ſweet love of God 
(with great pleaſure _ reliſh the moſt di- 
ſtaſt ful uſages of the world, when they are 
{digeſted in it? How elſe did the Apoſtles re- 
Joyce to ſuffer ſhame ? (Act. 5. 41.) How did 
Panl take pleaſure in reproaches, neceſſities, in 
perſecutions, diſireſſes for Chriſts ſake? 2 Cor. 
$12. 10. 
And yet what are theſe things which ſeem 
d intolerable to us? Certainly had they not 
ii more frightfulneſs in our fancy, than in 
their own nature, they could not poſſibly 
roc eppear ſo fearful. Take out the worſt of 

ther, and view them with a quiet, and ſee- 
Jed judgement, and how will we laugh at 
Jour vain terrours? Scorn, deriſion, and con- 
tempt of the world how ſtrongly do they 
2 | work 
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work on mens fancies ? or rather mens fa 
cies on them? Who knows not that ſtay 
of Secrates £ who when he was contumelila 
ouſly abuſed, and kicked by a Ruffian, a 
his friends in great anger, and diſdain, alley 
ed him why he repayed not the injury, . 
berly demanded, what revenge they wou 
| referibe him: ſome counſelled to ſerve; 

Writ upon him, ſome to return the like 
and to kick him again. He, pointing to 
Aſſe, not remote from him, anſwered, If thill 
Alle had kicked me, ſhould. I have ſu 
him, or vied kicks with him? Even mori 
vertue could lift up this Heathen to ſu 
an height of Wiſdome, that looking do 
upon-the beſtiality of ſuch perſons, he eve 
ſcorned, that the ſcorn, and contempt of 
creature ſo much inferiour, ſhould. reach. ( 
high as to dethrone his reaſon, and caſt 
down into a bruitiſh paſſion. How mud 
higher doth Chriſtian wiſdom mount up ti 
heavenly ſpirit, and enable it with. cog 
tempt and pitty to look down upon ſca1 
and ſcorners, deſpiſing their inſolencies, a 
pittying their ſeduced, and miſerable pe 
(ans, way able to reach up to th 


dee ieh it bath received in Criſt, a 

o unſettle the quiet of a ſoul, whoſe: c 
verſation ( ri) is already in Heaven 
In a word, all theſe injuries are but ſo mai 
| ; gem | 2 
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mms in our crown; God weighing out to 
for theſe womentery ſufferings an excelling 
ellen eternal weight of glory, 2 Cor. 4. 17. 
May death, and the grave (the uttermoſt 
et of worldly ſpite)though it look grimm 
ona carnal eye, yet a ſpiritual can behold 
Wir as a dore of peace, as reſt in a bed (1/7. 
7.2.) where we ſleep in the boſome of 
Vit, (1 Theſ. 4. 14.) as upon an eſtate much 
ttrer than liſe, Philip. 1.23. Death to a chri- 
ew js his „ his N cor. 3. 28.) as 
a to Mordeca; : It may ſet up a gallowes, 
a us to execution, but by the power, and 
our of the King of Kings is ſutfered , oy. 
manded to take us indeed, but to dive 
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1 
vals of our ſackcloth, (our morning fleſb, Job 
2.8, 22.) to cloath us with the Kizgs robe (his 
ing righteouſnes) to mount us on his car- 
tes (who rides on the Cherwbims) rocrown 
u ich the royal diadem , and fo to bring us 
ti the eternal preſence of the King of glory. 
Oe truth is, all that Chriſt aſketh of us this 
is ſelf denyal; that emptying our ſelves 
Sour ſelves, and of all creatures, that we 
dei be filled with him, even with the ſulneſ? 
heed: oh what in this is to be feared, if 
er not the height of our bleſſedneſs? 
ce The third dutie with he requires is, 
we ſhould be intirely his, and keep us 
ny unto him. And this is nothing elſe but 
= L not. 


w QA Faber Teſtament. Cap.tgile 
not to diſhonour our ſelves by debaſing ourſx 
ſouls , which he hath ſo ennobled, to prof 
ſtitute tliem to vile luſts, and ignoble crexþ,, 
tiiresz to uſe all other: things as ſervants, andi 
to enjoy him as our Lord. If a great Prin, 
ſhould. ſet his heart upon ſome poor Coun, 
try mayden 3 crown her his Queen, giveh, 
her his ſubjects, ſome to ſerve her in heh, 
chamber, ſome in thekitchio , and ſkullerie ſh, 
ſome in higher, ſome in meaner offices, whath, 
an abject baſeneſs were it in her to take off 
her heart from ſuch a Spouſe, and to ſet ithhe 
upon ſome groom of her ſtable , or one off. 
the black-guard ? Certainly the heart which 
once hath taſted the kiſſes of the Lord JeſiSy1; 
is not only raviſhed with them, but looki}q, 
upon all creatures (which are but our ſerſhe, 
vants) as dung (ſee Cant. 1. 2. Philip. 3. 8. Ju x 
and knows well how tnfinitely it ſhould bij, 
debauched by changing his leaſt favour folly 
the higheſt love of the higheſt creatures. ere 
3. The laſt is obedience, and ſervice : Thiſer 
alſo, ſeems an hard condition to thoſe, h gu 
never. knew what it was. Libertie is vero, 
ſweet. How then ſhould this be bitter whid'# 
is the only libertie, Gal.5. 1. the. glorious lit ; 
bertje of the Sons of God, Rom.8. 21, Foffhy; 
1. It is an eaſy, nay an eaſing Toke : it tal 
off all hateful Yokes, and heavy burthens. I 
9. 4. & 10. 27. It gives reſt. Matth. 17. 29 
2 Nothing 
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Cap. 15. A Fathers Teſtament. 15 
ur Nothing commanded in this ſervice, but- 
chat the heart chuſes, loves, freely does, 
a. nd delights in doing: (Eſal. 1 19. 45,97. & 
ade. 8.) nothing but what we prefer before 
zeeneat, and drink; Job 23. 12. But ſervice is 
th great abaſement. Some ſervice is more ho- 
vepourable than ſomę command. This obe- 
gerpience, and ſervice renders us Kings, Exo. 
1Þi9. 5,6. All this ſervice may be comprized 
aha one word; Reign: Reign over thy luſts 
of which fight againſt thy ſoul.) by ſubduing 
t UYhem ; reign over thy affections, and acti- 
pas, by governing them in that royal law 
ic m. 2. 8.) In a word all his ſervice is but 
ſun oline ß, and holineſs his likeneſs, and our bleſ- 
Oki edneſs : nothing but a double Heaven, an 
ſer Heaven within by Heavenly mindednes, and 

In Heaven without by an Heavenly conver- 
dition : an Heaven on Earth by grace, walk- 
foſpg with God, and the Heaven of Heavens 
- Fereafter in glory, reigning with God for 

er. 
Iq Such our match, ſuch our conditions: our 
elloke is holineſs ; (and that the gloryof God) 
= i glorious in holineſs (Exo. I 5. 11.) our 
ella the moſt holy God, the Prince ofglory. 
then plead with your own ſpirits, and. 
1 ufute the lying ſophiſtry of deceitful fleſh. 
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A grievous, heavy Yoke ! bonds! burthens ! cords ! 

Ungrateful Tirgel ! his happy reign 

| Heaps plentie, peace; mirth, ſafety, honour hords ; 

'. Lades you with gold; is this your load ? your Lords 

Turns to your ſlaves; are theſe the bonds yea playn ? 

Tunes groanes to ſongs : is this your Yoke, and chain! 
Was wiſeſt Solomon a Tyrant, peace 
Uograteſul Iſrsel, thy ſalſe grumbling ceaſe : 

Thy wealth his grievous bond;his heavy Yoke thy peace 


II. 


Lord! Solomon was but thy ſhadow: he 
A peaceful Prince, and thou the Prince oſ peace. 
The world is Iſraels type, who (blinded) ſee 
Freedom in bonds, and bonds in libertie. 
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Thee they proclaym an hard man, hard to pleaſe ; 
Thy eaſy, caſing Yoke lades with diſeaſe : 
But murthering Satan, luſt the ſoul oppreſling, 
The cheating world, by pleaſing moſi diftreſſing, 
Iheſe are their gentle Lords, their curſed Yokes thei 


bleſſing 


III. Poot . 
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III. 


1 || Poor ſouls have you no eyes? your eyes no light & 
Theſe old eyes nothing ſee; (ee nothing true. 

Get Perſpectives oh help your feeble fight; 

Blind ey es make night as day, and day as night- 


——ä—— — 


f Turn to the light, and your old eyes renew. 
u' Shake off hells ſpeRacles, and better vieu | | 
Your Lords, and ſervice: had you light, and eyes, _ 

How could you hate the truth, and love theſe lies? ; 
Deſpiſe what you admire; admire what you deſpiſe. ! 


act, 


IV. 
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Their Kings are fervants; but his ſervants Kings. 
Their reſt an Iron Yoke; his Yoke your reſt. 
His wounds are ſalves: their ſalves are wounding ſtingę. 
His death brings life; their life death ſurely brings. — 
Their ſeaſt a pining ſafl: his faft a ſeaſt. 
His ſervants bleſt when curſt; theirs curſt when blefl. 
Poor fouls be wiſe : but if ye (fools) diſdein 
To ferve this Lord in reſt, ſerve thoſe in payn. 
eil Servethem in Hell, who ſeorn with him in Heaven to 
ling | reigu. 
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a Cx. XVI. : 
What kind of ſervice it is which his Spouſe : 
gives unto ( þrift. b 

| Cl 


He hand is the bodies Steward, and] H 

Faith the ſouls hand. Both have 2 b 
double office, either to take in, or give Þ: 
out, to receive, or diſtribute what God offers 
faith takes; and gives what he demand: | hi 
There is a bargain driven betwixt God, and fo 
man, when God himſelf , and his Kingdon 
is aſſured #poz man; and an, and all his uf l 
paſſed, and made overto God by way of ei; le 
change, or ſale. Our Lord hath not only] 12 
dad Soba a price for us, even himſelf, (Tit, 4 
2. 14.) and bought us (as we ſay) out, and gn 
out (1 Cor.6- 20.) but hath alſo (et a price bir 
upon himſelf, and we muſt come up to hi 10 
full price, or never have him. 
We muſt buy that milk, hony, and feaſt i for 
Fat things , the ſare mercies of David, Ia} £91 
.$5-1. &c. That gold tried by the fire, whereby dle: 
we are made rich, that white raiment, that ex 94 
ſalve (the riches f the Gentils, the robe of righl| ſre 
teouſneſs, the light of the world) the Lord Jeſuſ 3-1 
We muſt buy the truth tha 
Pro. 


mufl be bought, Rom. 3. 1 N. 
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YProv.23.23. The treaſare in the field is bought, © 


and that Merchant ſells all that he hath to buy 
the goodly pearl, Matth, 13.44, 46. Hence 
there is a mutual vouching. The Lord openly 
voucheth us for his people, and we vouch him for 
our Lord, Deut. 26. 17,18. And to make the 


cious; Earzeſt is given, even that bleſſed, and 
Holy Spirit, (2 Cor. 1.22. Eph. 1. 14.) which 
binds both ſeller and buyer to ſtand to the 
bargain. 

But what is the price at which God rates 
himſelf to us. 1. He challengeth the ſoul. 4 
fouls are his, Ezek.18.4. he muſt have the 
heart, Prov. 23. 26. all the ſoul, all the heart, all 
the might, Deut.6. 5, The whole body muſt 
be preſented to him as aliving ſacrifice, Rom. 


12. 1. He hath payd for all, and ſo (now) we 

are no more our own, I Cor. 6. 19, 20. If he 
call for health, wealth, life, all muſt be given 
bim, Lx. 14. 26. elſe we (as that Ruler Aar. 
10) goe away empty, ſad, and hopeleſs. 

But this ſeems to imply a contradiction: 
for to ſell for a price, and to give freely are 
contraries. Now Chriſt is given ws, Job. 3. 16. 
eternal life is the gift of grace, Ron.6.23. Sal- 
vation is by gift , and grace, Eph.2.8. We are 
freely loved, Hoſ. 14. 4. freely juſtified, Rom. 
3.23. Certain is it, and cannot be denied, 
that never any thing was more freely , or 
L 4 boun- 


bargain ſure, and infallible, large, and pre- 
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yz, * A Father's Teſtament. Cap. 16. 
bountifully given. We were poor (Rev. 3. 17.) 
able to give nothing, unable to pay due fine 
debts; and our debts infinite, Matib. 18.24, 25, hoy 
The Lord Feſw , our Surety, hath purchaſed ſcha 
this whole poſſeſſion for us, and us for God Iboc 
but he al molt freely given us, and all pol 
things with him, Rom. 8. 3 2. Nay even that bin 
which hereafter God demands oſus, (of which [le 
only here we ſpeak) our truſt in him, love ſare 
to him, fear of him, working for him, all kei 
theſe his moſt free gifts He works all in us, J36. 
and ſor us (Ia. 26.12.) Will, and deed, PHH: 
2.13. That therefore which we give him isl. 
his own, and we cannot but confeſs (withlden 
that holy Prophet) AU things come of thee , and tec 
of thine own have we given thee, I Chro. 29. 14 bat 
Indeed he commands us to buy, yet aſks heſ in 
neither mony , nor mony-worth, I. 55. I. his 
Our righteouſneſs bringeth him neither pro- 
fie, nor pleaſure, Job 22.2, 3. and 3 5. 7. Niyet 
good we can do reacheth to him, Fſal. 16.3. wheil ple 
we gi ve our (elves, what give we but vaaitie;Þ as 
(Pſal.39.5.) and nothing, 2 Cor. 12. 11. Thel cha 
truth is God receives no benefit from us, nei for 
ther are they (if we ſpeak properly) gifts toff for 
him from us, but rather from him to us: noiſ de 
only becauſe we firſt receive what after wil us 
give, but ſpecially becauſe it is a great graceſ of 
and next to himſelf the greateſt gift he caiſ his 
beſtow on us, that he will receive us, or auſſ po 

thing: 
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J Hing from us. It is our infinite bleſſedneſs, 

e anc bis infinite goodneſs, that he is ours, and 

5. Pow much leſs is it (certainly next to that) 

dithat we are bis, Cant. 2. 1 6. He calls for our 

4 bodies and ſpirits : and are they out filthy, 

ll polluted, abominable > how unworthy of 
at him? But he calls for them to waſh, and 

th cleanſẽ them from all filthineſs,Ezck. 36.26. they 
vefare dead in ſs, he would have them to quic- 
IllJken them, to put his Spirit into thew, Exel. 

536.27. they are old, corrupt in luſts, (Fph. 
ihf4.22.) he would have them to renew them, 
isEzek.3 6. 26. where can they be ſaſe but un- 
th der his wings? and how ſecure under his pro- 
#dItetion? How miſerable, and wretched when 
4 baniſhed from his ſight? but in his houſe how 
hel infinitely bleſſed? Pſal.65. 4. How empty in 
1.Jbis abſence? but in his preſence is fulneſs of 
0 ey, and everlaſting pleaſures, pſal.16.13. And 
MI yet God calls it buying , as well becauſe he is 
enfipleaſed not only to demand it , but accept it 
ie, as our reaſonable ſervice, and teſtimonie of our 
hel thank fulneſs. As great perſons leaſe out to 
ei · ſome ſpecial ſervant, or favorite a fair land 
tof for the annual payment of a pepper-cornz fo 
otÞ deals our moſt gracious God with us, gives 
wel us Heaven, and Earth, and himſelf the Lord 
cel of both, (becauſe we have found favour in 
calf his eyes) and deſires no other rent but our 
auf poor ſelves, and ſervice, whoſe only riches 
lag it 


it is to be his inheritance , and ſervants,yſ 
= Thusthe ſame hand of faith receives fron; 
our Tord himſelf, and bis grace, and give 
to him ourſelves, and ſervice, takes from hin ur 
what he graciouſly offers, and works for hiq che 
(by love) what he juſtly commands. Naowhiiet 
gur work, and-ſcrvice to our Lord is by him ne 
ſelf ſometime contracted into one head, or 
body, ſometime parted into three members fy; 
That Pp in one word comprizes our whole 
ſervice to God, is holineſs. This he frequent: lui 
ly, ang ſtraitly charges upon us, Be holy, a lam 
Jam oh, (Lev. 44. 45.) 4s obedient childrey aſſi 
not faſhioning your ſeloes according to your for. as 
mer Iuſts in your ignorance : But as be # holz, lik 
ſo be ye holy in all manner of converſation, i Pet. ſere 
1. 14,15. It muſt be our daily work, ſeßſ air 
work, which we muſt continually ply , andfihar 
follow, until it be perfect, 2 Cor. 7. 1. 10a 
Much I deſire (if it pleaſe God to furniſiſ ear 
me with meant, and you with parts) to ſeeſ falt 
ou bred up in all humane literature, thatſi | 
Jo may not be (as too many) a burthen only] cho 


to others, meer cyphars in the world, co fill gar 
it up with idle numbers: but much more doll 
longue to ſee you trained up in the School off tho 
Chriſt, to be taught of him, as the truth is in| are 
Teſus.Toput off the old man corrupt in luſts, and ii Th 
be renewed in the Spirit of your mind, and that the 
ut on the nem man, which is created in ale tho 

neſs, 


Mei. AFather'sToſtogn 
thieſt, and true holineſs. Eph 4. 21, 22, 23,34. 
Realon gives you a formal difference from 
Aber creatures, and the poliſhing of it by 
in amane learning will diſtinguiſh you from o- 
ig cher (almoſt brutiſh) men, but religion, and 
Wpietie only maketh you Chriſtians, perfect, 
ar ſand bleſſed. | 
or Should I fay, you cannot be complete men 
ts without holineſs , it might ſeem a paradox to 
le ſearnal wiſdom, but is a ſure truth of Gods 
. iſdom. For it Philoſophie will teach you that 
4 4 aman is a reaſonable creature, Theologie will 
en laſſure you that man was an holy creature, 
r. Iamed after the likeneſs of God, without which 
„ likeneſs he is not perfect according to his 
t. creation. It is an amiable fight to behold a 

mind beautified with all the lovely Ideas of 


— 
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et 
a bumane know ledg, and framed into a pleaſant 

Garden, where all the various flowers of 
Ml eerthly literature are planted, rooted, and 
ee fairly flouriſh. But oh what a glorious Paradiſe 
atJis that ſpirit of man which isgrafted with all 
lyIthoſe fruitful trees of Life? It is even Gods 
Il garden of pleaſure in which his ſoul deligh- 
ieh: What an Heaven is that ſou! where all 
of] thoſe glorious ſtars of Prophers, and Apoſtles 
te falten'd in the underſtanding , and the 
10 Throne of God ſet up in the heart, where 
f the Lord Jeſis reigns , attended by all Saintly 
/Ithoughts, and Heavenly graces ? | 
55 | | | Now 
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Now that you may willingly „ nay joy 
fully yield up your ſpirits to beckis Pat ' * 
aud third Heaven, where God will dw 
work, and reign, let me ſhew you in brie 1 
1 — 2.How excellent. 3.Howl®;, 
neceſſary. For the 1, As it is very eaſy fa il 
us to know the picture, if it be well draw 
when we are throughly acquainted with th 

erſon , whole picture it is; ſoit will n 10 
be difficult to know what holineſs is in ma of | 


TS 


when we are informed what it is in God: 
becauſe this holineſs in us is nothing elſe bi = 
the image, and likeneſs of the divine holinek 8 
Holineſs in God is that ſubſtantial, and ix 
comprehenſible purity of the divine nature, 5 
whereby he is wholly averſe from all fiofu 5 
filthineſs, and iofinitly adverſe to all filthinel 1 


of fin. He is a God of pure eyes that cannot be 204 


old evil, that cannot look on iniquity (Ha Fo 
1. 13.) nay in this reſpe& he is 4 conſuming o 
fire e (Heb.12.29.) to Hypocrites, and fit 90¹ 
aers 4 devour ing fire, and everlaſting burning. p 
Iſa.33. 14. Anſwerable (in our meaſure) 1 
mans holineſs. For we are pure as he is pure 
1 Joh.3. 3. In man therefore holineſs is th 
eſſential property of pureneſs, whereby bg? © 
is averſe from all finful uncleanneſs, nay con n 
trary to all impuritie of (in. 1. Eſſential I call 
jt, only in that reſpe&, as being the fo *h 
differeuncing the true Chriſtian from othe api 
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h den, the ſpiritual from the carnal; And as 


14 


Is that gold with was dedicated for the work 
er the Temple, the form, or ſhape of the 
Molden Cherubim was eſſential to that piece, 
0 iſtinguiſhing it from the Candlſtick, ſanuf- 
fer, & c. framed of the ſame matter, fo this 
enewing of the Spirit of our mind, which after 
Neo is created in rightconſneſs, and true holineſs, 
"Jhowſoever it be not of the ſubſtance either 
of body , or ſoul, yet is it eſſential to the 
'Inew man, or faithful Chriſtian, and of his 
being, by which he is a new creature, 
'F Secondly this purity or divine nature of 
aan conſiſts of an averſe, nay adverſe diſpo- 
tion to ſinful uncleanneſs. It flieth the cor- 
mption which is in the world through luſt, (2 Pet. 
$1.4.) hating it, (Rom. 7. 15.) loathing the gar- 
Jeet ſtained with it, (Jude 23.) nay them- 
ſelves polluted with it, Ezek.20. 43. And no 
.Aſooner is this new life brought forth in man, 
but inſtantly it ſtands as adverſe to fin as life 
Jo deatb, accounting it to be (as indeed it is, 
(ay ſo feeling, and accordingly hating it) as 
eth, (Roms. 7. 24.) a molt curſed, wretch- 
, diveliſh, helliſh death. 
2. Secondly, the excellencie of holineſs 
ill clearly appear in this, that it is in man 
, likeneſs. To be like the Creatour is the 
Mgheſt pitch of honour, to which the moſt 
of piriog ambition of the creature can * 
| 7 
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to fear by it, it is conſtantly his oline Nl 
See, Pfad. 60.6. & 18.3 5. Aub. 4. 2. HolinebPil 
in God is his face, and be autie, frequently tes 
med the beautie of holineſi, (Pal. 1 10.3.) which 
the faithful ſoul moſt longues after (EH 
90. 17.) and God ſtamps upon his beloved dl 
Ezek.16. 14. And as in excellent ſubſtanceÞorl 
their excellence conſiſts in their puritie,F% 
when they are ſimple, and unmixt with be Nea 
et 


Ti 
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+ er natures; (Thus in corporal ſubſtances 
x: pid the more pure, the mote precious, and 
4 i ſpiritual only the pure Angels, not the 
4 wore, are glorious) ſocertainly in God his 
1 IIWineſs, being the puritie of the divine eſ- 
offence , is the glory of it. He is glorious in 
n [olineſs : (Exo.15.11.) a glory farr ſurpaſ- 
e Iſing all thought, or poſſibilitie of admirati- 
„ 103 in which regard thoſe bleſſed Spirits, 
Jobich ſtand in his preſence , omitting other 
te lercellencies, but raviſhed with the glorious 
5 heautie of his holineſs, cry out in heavenly 
1 leeſtaſies, Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God ! the whole 
& Perth 3s full of his glory, Iſa. 6. 3. - 
„e Herein then conſiſts the eminency of ho- 
xXBiveſs above all other qualities ia man, that 
it de is not only by it, (and by it only) like 
ito God , but like him in that, in which 
„ad is moſt excellent, even in his glory. The 
»-Meathens themſelves could diſcern a raviſhing 
fÞeautic in virtue, if men had but eyes to be- 
Nd it, but oh if God open to us an eye to 
6Þicern theſe heavenly ene the divine 
ture, and the bright beams of his bolznefs, 
very Sun will ſeem but durt to it, an 

the excellencies of all creatures meer 
4 Fefe, and tinſoyl. Certainly the comely pro- 
GPortions of a 1 body (an earthly 
- Jower) decked with the ornaments of ſome 
Fi leaſing colours, are able to raviſn à fleſhly 
et eye, 
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eye, and winn unto it a carnal heart: B 
were the mind cleered to behold a ſpirit (maya 
or Angel) ſhining in the divine beautie offi 
Gods own Image, how would that fight 4% 
tract the ſoul, and ſtrike it with amazement, | I 
and wonder of that glorious luſter ? 1 
3. Thirdly, as there is nothing in man, orf hat 
Angel ſo excellent, ſo nothing ſo neceſſaij y 
as holineſs, For 1. This only gives us pree cr, 
minency above other creatures. Conſider i ſep 
well, and you ſhall eaſily find, that everqe 
creature will juſtly challeng precedence, ut. 
and outgo man without holineſs. There is noſe; 
qualitie in us, this only excepted , but othes g= 
creatures in it farr ſurpaſs us. If we boaſt d 
longer time, and durance than ſome otherghin 
the very ſtones in this outgo us: If we plead 
but with age we have life; even plants, agi 
trees outlive us: If we ſay we have ſenſe alſohe 4 
how many beaſts, &c. in hearing, ſeeing, ſmekſ 6 
ling, &c. go farr beyond us? Some perhap - 
il object, we have underſtanding , au 


Ae of reaſon, of which theſe are ita. 
capable: but in this (alas!) the worſt of . 
creatures (the Divels) claym a large ſuper 
oxitie, and wonderfully exceed us. Know 


certainly without holineſs, you are inferioulins 
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to every creature, even the moſt abject, ay 
miſerable. | Sit 
2. All the bleſſings of God, and all his act 
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lens for our bleſſedneſs have this end to 
e us holy. Ve are eleded by God in Chrifs 


ib. we ſhould be holy, Eph. 1. 4. redeemed by 

t 455 that we ſhould ſerve him in holineſs, 
. 1. 74,7 5- called by the Spirit not to uu 
- | dleannecſs, but holineſs, 1 Theſ.q4.7. Therefore 
tf hath God begotten av to himſelf by the word of 
tf irth , that we ſhould be as the firſt fruits of bit 
& creatures, (Jam. 1-18.) that is, ſanRified, and 
Riſeparated to his holy ſervice. And as chil 
chen cannot be but of the ſame kind, and na- 
eehte with their Parents, (elſe are they mon- 
wiſters) ſo muſt we as obedient children be boly, 
ell be i holy. I Pet. 1. 14, 15,16. Thetefore 
eth the Lord Jeſus eſpouſed us, and given. 
e nſelf for us, that he might paſo , and San. 
ee, Eph. 5. 26. Therefore the holy Ghoft 
Wwells in us as his Temples that we ſhould' 
Olhe bo/y, 1 Cor. 3. 16,17. Totheſameend ate 
Ay Il Gods ordinances given us, the word, Prayer, 
mente, even to SarGifie us, Joh. 17. 17. 
nee aſſured you can never have right to God 
hs Father, to Chriſt as a Saviour, to the ble(- 
a $p:r:t.as your Comforter, without holineſs. 
ral theſe actions of God for our good are 
rate to us, all his Ordinances unfruicful 
he withoutholineſs : what ſoever Title, or 
em we have with wer in the world, yet 

cri, and Cbriſtiens without holineſs 
are meer lafidels , and very ecchotr of 
W/tiews. M 3. There 
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ous ao[hiere hope, not poſſibi litie of [ki 

and that bearifical ui of God with | ne 
out. Polmeſz. Without holineſs no man ſhell er w 
cd Heb. 12.14. bay no man without it can [pr 
by 185 behold bim. An itnferiour cannot [dil 

lidl; reach to a nature tranſcendent , nor 
* without p reel pation of. this Godl, iy n. per 
turefec him as God; Egerg is 'ho hope of this|bea 
55 beatitude,, unleſs we are thus qualiſto 


Jreſc 

As. Laſtly. whatſoever we ſeem to men, will 
Led es, orothers) what better are we in wor 
ced than thoſe 'carſed, and damned ſpirityfriet 
put it? me N rather worſe. A wie you 
agel js a fioful , filthy ſpirit; but Pone 
5H is both a ſiaful ſpirit, and ſinſuſſſous 
Nan Nich in both. The truth is, (and up 
ee conſideration we cannot deny it viſe 
an.unholy man is nothing elſe but an incarnargo H 
fend, a ive in fleſh, 7o6.6.70. Now thoughſiſen 
even nature it ſelf will in general ſtronger 
incite the heart to ſeek with all diligence ſudſud (i 
rings as are for uſe moſt neceſfary, and mo P 
excellent for our advancethent , yet for thiſthai 
W 6f bolineſti, evell when our bt "is 
gmet upon ſound deliber ation hath ſit von 
Wie to theſe manifeft truths; and we Hay he 
ſeen, and acknowledged the neceſſitie, MA, ar 
eminepcie of this divine puritie, yet ti th 
crafty Euemie (by the affiſtarice of thoſe tur, 
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u ſpecial helpers, namely our own wicked- 
[neſs within us, and the world without us) 
will eaſily either diſſwade us for ever enter- 
1 (prizing ſuch à queſt, or at leaſt eool, and 
t | diſhearten us in the purſuit of it. 

r|  Whenſoever God: bleſſed Spirit hath. o- 
- [pened you an eye to behold with delight the 
| [beauties of holineſs, and — your heart 
to cleave unto iggin love, hath ſet your face 
reſolutely to a conſtant following it, Satan 
{will not fail to hinder by ſending in ſome 
-{vorldly perſon (yet under the pretence of a 
friend , and welwiſher ) who ſhall counſel 
you not to be too forward, and ſhall tell you, 
done are more deſpiſed than theſe hot zea- 
Pous fellows 3 that they are the table talk, 

Yad. ſcorn of great ones; that ſuch and ſuch 
thviſe , and learned men (who hope to come 
neo Heaven with the firſt) laugh at this pre- 
gliſeneſs, and take to themſelves much more 
bertie: that it is good to uſe moderation, 

d ſo under the pretence of temper, (if 
bu take not good heed) they will bring you 

ethat abominable diſtemper of a luke-warm 

„tian, of whom Chriſt is ſick, and vowes 

ue vomit them out of his mouth, Rev, 3. 16. 

ay he will get your own heart to ſpeak for 

and that will plead hard, and tell you: 

b this ſtrictneſs, this Yoke of holineſs is a 

ar, ſad, melancholy life: no comfort, no 

* M 2 joy, 
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joy, no ſolace in it: and you are in yout A 
Spring: what? will you blaſt all theſe fair pi 
bloſſoms of youth with ſuch an auſtere, anf 
ſullen courſe? Nay, take your time, while 
you may; uſe your youth, and pleaſures, of 
while the ſeaſon, and April of your age in| ;, 
vites YOu, - + is 

But take great heed, and ſtop your ears 2 ni. 
gainſt theſe Sirens : bind gur ſelves to thaſ qu 
word of God, which will Held you faſt , and hig 
keep you ſafe from theſe ſtrong inchant{ ßer 
ments. Open your ears to that beſt Coun! y 
ſeler, the Lord Jeſus, who will tell you, thatſ' *; 
in the beft of your ſervice you are prof 5 
table, Luk. 17. 10. If you could run (but we 45 
bardly creep) yea could ye add wings ti of « 
your feet, to fly toward Heaven, yet could; } 
ye never be forward enough, when thy, 
Goal is Heaven, and God himſelf, and biſ tan 
glory the Crows, the ſwifteſt foot is too ſlo 
to run, and the longeſt wing too ſluggiſh 
clip away to it. > 

But oh this diſgrace, ſcorn, contemgl 
We know not how to bear that, No? do! 
not ſee the Lord Jeſws deſpiſed, reject 
Ja. 33. 3. Oh the baſe works, ſcoffs, 
rifions which the Lord of glory ſuffered c 
for us, to bring us to glory! It were a p 
digious pride to delire, that we might Wyj 
glorified by Chriſts ſufferings , but never i 


ſtop 
note 
dud 
he 
th 
lea 
N 
1651 


1 
1 


# 


. 
* 


| 


4 
: 
4 
5 


1 
z 
1 
i 
i 
7 


| Capas. I Father's Teſtament: 


fer for his glory. Nor let the contrary pra- 
| tice of men wiſe, (in their way) and lear- 
U] ned divert you. Tow know your calling: Not 
dl many wiſe, not many learned, &c. 1 Cor. 1. 26. 
kl A wiſer than the wiſeſt , the Eternal wiſilons 
bf of God calls us to zeal : Be zealow, Rev.3.20. 
he Tt crew rind Be Zzealous for things ſſirt- 
tal, 1 Cor. 14. 1. He that looks to the bur- 
ning love of Chriſt toward his ſoul, flaming 
out even unſpeakable ſufferings, and thinks 
Wl his love to Chriſt, aud his glory too hot, and 
"1 fhery , proclaims to all the world his groſs 
0} bypocrifie, or rather palpable Atheiſm. 
Let that ſentence ever ſound in your ears; 
| 1 that is aſhamed of me, and of my words in 
i adulterous generation , of him hal the Son 
A war be aſhamed , when he comes in the glory 
uy of his Father, with his holy Angels, Mar.8.38. 
But that blaſphemy, whereby ſin , and Sa- 
tan would perſwade us that holineſs is the very 
Wdamp , and death of all mirth, the barr that 
M acopps our way to profit, or honour , is a 
notorious ſlander of that Father of lies, a 
Piloud ly, that of all the reſt deſerves the 
Twhetſtone. When our Father commands us to 
Abe holy as he is holy, doth he interdict us 
Peaſure, riches, honour? Is there any fo 
roly as our God? and doth his holineſs ex- 
"tinguiſh his joyes, and the pleaſures at his 
fight hand? Doth his holineſs impoyeriſh 
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bim, diſpoſſeſſe him of Heaven , and Earth, | 
doth holineſs dethrope him, or embaſe his | ® 
glory ? nay is it pot his glory? Exo.15. 11, 30 
where did he forbid us pleaſure, profit , ho- ot 
nour ? Indeed if the drudgery to ſin , and 
Satan be honour , ſuch honour he hath inter- ;; 
diced ; if bartering Heaven for Earth, our 
Angel-like fouls for duſt , if this be profit, 
fuch profit hath he forbidden; If the bog 54 
iſh wallowing in the mire of ſinful filth, dhe] lo. 
Aog- Ake licking up of an helliſh vomit, the 55 
Iying of our living ſouls (rotting , and ſtiok-| 1 
ing) ina grave of luſt , if this be pleaſure, 4 ; 
ſach pleaſure Hell affordeth , he denieth, 
No, no, our gracious God hath not only per- eh; 
mitted us to uſe all creatures for our good, Th 
and comfort, but hath ſtraitly commanded 0 
us to ſet our 1 5 „ and to covet, and ;,* 
that noſt earneſtly, the beſt gifts, 1 Cor. 1 2.31 N. 
He . e the rich portion of oe Dit 
and inheritance of glory for us. He hath ſtor wn 
edup for us durable riches, (Pro. 9. 1 8.) an * 
exhorts us to provide, and fill everlaſting 


baggs with never failing treaſures, Lxk. 12.33 * 
He bath conferred upon us moſt gloriouſ 97 t 
honour , tobe heirs of his Kingdom, ai * 5 


gives us command to unbridle our ambition 
and with the moſt vaſt deſires of our heanf 
to ſeek this glory, and promiſes to fill 
P/4l. 81, 10. Maitb. 6, 33. Rom. 2,7. Thi 
. : . Fon W 
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tain of life pours out rivers of pleaſure, 
pr commands — drink jo wie Fo Lal 
36. 8,9. Cant. 5. 1. Beſide other numberleſs 
objects of joy he hath given us himſelf, th 
greateſt , the only, the infinite good , — 
commands us again, and again to rejoice ir 
lim, Phil. 4. 4. 1 5 
Let us therefore fire our hearts with car- 
veſt longuings after this divine nature , fo 
low hard toward it, and never faint in the 
purſuit. Be not aſhamed of Chriff , and of 
bis truth, in this hypoctitical age, which 
profeſs Chriſt , and ſerve the world, give to 
him the Title of Lord, but heart, and hand 
to every luſt, Think no ageuoripe tobe Gods 


Child; no eſtate too great to be Gods Heir. 
The ſervice of Princes (how much more of 
God?) are great preferments. Beware of 
that helliſh proverb, A young dum, n old 


Dive). Thoſe young Saints, Joſeph, Sammer, 


Daniel, Jeremie, John Baptiſt, &. how glori- 
ous were they once in — Church? 
and now, and ever in the triumphant? Seel 


for earthly literature, and knowledg 3 ſtu- 


die, and labour for it, but thirſt for holi- 
neſs, longue for it, ſtrive, ſweat ſor it, Let 


it be all your ambition ( gudiuicls, 2 Cor. 


15.9.) to pleaſe God, and to be accepted with 


tim. And thus commune with your own 


I hearts, WE 
* M + I. Is 
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x, i. 
Is this the Yoke which fools abhor, to be, 
(Great Lord) made like to thee ? 
Is this a burthen? Cannot fleſh indure 
Io be as thou art, pure? 

Is this ſo ſcorn'd, fo leathſome a condition? 
Poor ſwiniſh ſoul ! canſt thou defire 
To be an Hog? daub d, cas d in mire ? 

Is this the height of thy deep faln ambition ? 


II. 


This all the ſervice which thou doſi defire, 
To waſh me from my mire? 
This all the burthen which thou laiſt upon me, 
To ſet thy beautie on me? 
That beautie, which thoſe glorious Spirits viewing, 
Are rapt in heavenly ecſtaſies, 
Drink healths, and making drank their eyes, 
Sing, drencht in amorous joyes, thy praiſe renewing, 


ITI. 


How beauteous is thy houſe ? thy angled C 2 
Let to thy beautie durt. 4 
How glorious is the Sun, the ſpring of __ ? 


| Yet to thy glory night. -y | 
GS +» Hoy 5 8 
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How bright thy Angels in their ſpritely feature ? 
Yet to thy brightneſs ſmoke to fire. 
How then ſhould we (poor ſouls ?) admire 
Thy beautic, glory, brightnc( in thy creature. 


IV. 


Joh what am I (my Lord !) without thy likeneſs, 
| But a dull dying fickneſs > - 

| Stript of thy Image, and that God - like feature 

: I, leſs than any creature. 

the meaneſt, ſenſleſs, livele(s overgits me, 

4 And goes beyond me; flones laſt longer, 
Flowers ure fairer, trees are ſironger: | 

| The beafts out-ſenſe, the Divels ſelf outwits me. 


V. 


Let Swine then ſerve their muddy luſte, and ly 
Nix d in their ſtinking Rie. 
Dogęs ſerve the ravening world, devour, be ſick, 
Spew, and their vomit lick. 
nut oh let me renew my firſt condition, 
|}. Conform'd unto thy glorious beautic 
Serve thee in every holy dutie. 
This my whole honour, this my ſole ambition. 


| : Holinef is the body of our ſervice,” 
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> Cap. X Vil. 
What then are the branches ? 


Oligefs ſpreads it felf into three 

| H branches , Sobristie, Righteouſneſs * ple 

Codlineſe, Fit. 2. 13. Sobrietie, or Lemper: wa 
ance, may be thus deſcribed. It is that fruitſ exe 
of the Spirit, whereby we arc enabled rome, 
derate our ſelves, our at Lions , and aftiÞg.. 
ons in the uſe of the creature. 1. It is wrought, 
in us by the boly Gbeſt, and is his fruit, Gal] ges 
522,23. Ie ig taugt us by the word o 
race, the Goſpel, Tit. 2, 11,12. Aod thus it led) 
differs from that moral virtue, with whid1. 
we may obſerve many  heathens fairly wy: 
| Have ye never ſeen difhes of fruit;, j 

and out upon ſome ſhops , compoſed af , 
wax, and curiouffy painted? How mud ,, 
more fair, and lovely do they ſeem to th. 
eye, that the ſame natural fruit, which qa . 
pluck from the tree? But if you weigh thet 
in your hand, or (much more) if you tal 
them, hat a palpable difference do ye fia g: 
between theſe made, artificial apples, an u 
the naturabꝰ Pictures may be fairer than th de, 
ſubſtance, but they want the life, and ui pur 
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- Jof the ſubſtance. I have ſeen a crab more 
pleaſant to the eye than the apple, which 
ſprung from a noble graft, planted on the 

— Rock but to the taſt how hateful the 

{crab 2 the apple how delightful ? Till we 
are cut off from the t Adam, and grafted 
into the Second, all our fruits are as the ap- 

Ul ples of Sedos, abominable, and loathſome. 

1 Secondly, whereas our Lord hath beſtow- 

fed all his creatures upon us, the act, and 

Itlexerciſe of Temperance is fo to moderate 

Of our minds in receiving, our affections in de- 

i fring, and our actions in ufing them, that 

bt] ee abuſe them not, 1 Cor. 7. 31. bet me more 

deer it b inſtancing in ſome particulars. 

fl” 1. A ſpecial inward gift to man is know- 

8 ledg , which is (as the object) more excel- 

ent in things ſpiritual, Here Sobrietie will 

J bridle , and rein in the underſtanding when 

"Jit is ſpurred on by Cwrioſity to pry into the 

"Ark, and not ſuffer it to break through to the 

1 Lord, left we periſo, Exo. 19. 21. There dre 

'] things ſecret, and revealed, Deut.29. 29. 26 

"J therefore it will not palliate defects, but 

put us on diligently to fearch the feripture, 

nd to find out the things which belong to 
us; fo in the exceſſe it will ſtop us, when 
or tching eyes, and ears would carry us 
beyond thofe bounds; (Exo. 19. 12.) which 
dur Tora hath fetus, It willcurbthe — 
2 an 


ir " #f Father . Teſtament. capi 7 5 


and hold them in, that they ſhall vot thin 
avore highly than they ongbt, but think ſoberh, 
Rom. 12. 3. | : 
2. Whereas every member hath his place,] V. 
and proportion in the body of Chriſt, and ſe-| ol 
veral duties allotted them (every one in his] U 
calling, _) Sobrietie will ſo temper our ſpi-] V 
rits , that it will keep us in our rank; and] Þ 
not ſuffer us either to boaſt of a falſe gift, | 
leſt we prove. (as thaſe ſpots in love-feaſts) 
clouds without rain; (See, Prov.25. 14. Jud: 
12.) nor yet under a maſk of voluntary 4. 
militie — — ſelves in = which u 
bare not ſeem, vais up in our fleſhly mind 
Col. 2. 18. Thus 2 that — 4 
paoſtle, and kept him as we ſay in his teddetz 
that he ſhould not exceed the compaſ# of his own 
meaſure, 2 Cor. 10. 13,14,15. And for want {01 
of this virtue, many in theſe times (whichl un 
bear a great hulk, and ſcen great owes in the] it 
eyes of deluded, and bewitched profeſſours,| ſon 
ever learning, and never able to come to th tui 
knowledg of the truth), breaking out of their 100 
rank, are neither ſheep, nor dogs of the flock, #11 
but wolves deceiving , and being deceived, de. 
2 Tim.3.13. ot 
But much more apparent is the exerciſe dan 
this grace in things without. As. 1. It em bur 
pales a man in his proper calling, and per Or 
ſwades him with quietweſs to work, and eat 


ſon 
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own bread; and ſuffers him not to live idly, 
or diſorderly , as a buſ3-body., (2 Theſ. 3. 
yerſ. 11, 12.) and yet keeps off the ſhackles 
of earthly: cares; it empales, but impriſons 
not in his calling; nor ſo enſlaves him to 
worldly affairs, but that he may baveall re- 
qui ſite libertie , and enlargement to the hea- 


yenly. He ſerves not his calling, but God in it. 


Secondly, in his eſfate it ſettles the heart in 
2 quiet contentation. Emptineſs ſhall not 
breed greedineſs, nor fulneſs pride. It tea- 
cheth him to want without grudging, and 
toabound without ſwelling, Phil. 4. 12. 3. In 
recreations it keeps a middle way, W 
diſtant from ſullenneſs, and mad mirth. It 
ſuffer the heart ſometime to be drenched in 
ſorrow , never drowned , to ſwim fome- 
time, never to ſink in pleaſure. It will in- 
ſtruct the ſpirit to be ſometime th 
ſometime joyful , never cheerful. Laſtly, for 
things indifferent it moderates our defires, 
and praftice, to uſe them with comfort, 
without fin. In food it teacheth us tima, and 
neaſure; to eat in ſeaſon, to refreſhing, and 
not to ſurfeting, Eccl. 19. 17. to quicken, not 
damp our ſpirits ; to whet not dull them for 


eur work. It apparrels us neither gariſhly 
er. an audily ; not ſlovenly, nor curiouſly; 


on, ſex and calling. In marriage it teaches 


tts the matter, and manner to the per- 


A Father's Teſtantent: . Cap. 151 
them that have wives to be as if they bad wone; | hy; 
1 Cor. 7. 29. iorejoicewith the wifeof his youth, [ix 
wot rauiſbed with a fit anger 5 to le ſatisfied; [eq 
(not conſumed) with her love; Frou. 5. 19, 20, [Ly 
Is ſleep it allowes renewing , not ſhgging; fed 
recovering of ſtrength, not miſpending rin. | wv 
Ie is ohe Geciat direction of Gods Spirit to] ſe. 
keep in the middle way, and wot to turn 1 fa 
the right hand , or to the left, Deut. 5. 3 2. This | wi 
is chat middle path, the ſtrait way to felici- ſua 
tie: ud vo find it, and ſtrive to walk in 
It. 11150 
There are two by- paths which Tempe- 1 
rnce (above the reſt) loudly warns you to|ſte; 
decline. They are very broad, much bes- [fy 
ten, ſtrongly alluring, in which many thou · I cia 
fande every day periſh. The firſt is Rioting Ji. 
aud drunkenneſs; the ſecond Chambering,andjaT 

wamonaels, Rom. 13.13. Of the former we His 
may. now complain as did once that holy Bi- Ivh 
ſhop (Angaſt. epiſt. 48. Vincentio) This peſti fil 
—  drunkerneſs)) farr and neer, ſo wa 
ne, fouls, and with ſo much Licentionſneſi | of « 
teig, ani tyranniſes, that I ſhould much mar- fel 
vel i did not infe# your little flock. Howl 
fichy doth. be call it a Peſti/ence 5 Never wal[fye 
any plague ſo infectious, ſpreading , and ay 
d ous: hardly, and ſeldom cored; dead- Pu 
ly, deſtroying ſoul, and body. We hear Gai ſihe 
dani it, (1 Cor. 6. 9. Gal.5.21.) — ed; 
rand- 


zi [Capt Aae“, Teſtanienc. 


branding it, all (even drunkards) deriding 
„ r, none but aſhamed to own ie,; and yet 
d; Ice the moſt, moſt ſhamefully practi ſing it. 
0; Look on it in the fruits, (Pros. 23. 29. to the 
g end) Wye, ſorrow , ſtriſe, babbling , cauſieſs 
e. [words , ſore eyes, pop, death, luſt, pereerſe 
to ſeeking, ſecurity, hardneſs, and „an incu- 
10 cable habit of ſwilling, and following wicked 
is | company 5 conſequently beggery, (ver21.) and 
+ | [adder perdition, Luk. 21.34. 

in There was never ſuch a monſter bred in 
Sick as the Drunkard makes himſelf. He 
e- bath a Crabbs foot, (that cannot ſett one 
to [ſtep forward) a Swines belly (ſwell' d with 
+ |ſwill, a very hog-trough) the heart of Le- 
u- I ciatban, Chard as the neither wilſtone, Job. 
8, 24.) a Goats eye, (fired with luſt;) and 
nd Ja Divels mouth flatming in helliſſi blaſphemie: 
ve His fleſn is nothing but a Quagmire , and che 
I | whole lump a breathing ſwiltub; and (as one 
i. I ſtly ſpeaks a walking, (and ſteaming) dung - 
fen. But ſottiſn men will ordinarily (by way 
ok excuſing) further accuſe, 'andindict them» 
'« [felves.' * in do 10 
Oh (fay they) it is not ſo much the drink 
u krefpect, as good company. Good compa- 
nd Ne tow much better might'ſt thou find ina 
d|Peſt-houſe? and what worſ®in hell? It is 
the company of which we are ſpecially warn- 
. td; Bu: not among wine - biblers, Prov. 23. 5 
ri by 0 
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o bedrucken 72 to \&y od E: 
drunkes is the ſame in G 
reien. (Compare, Metth.24.49. 
1865.) The good Lord keep you out of th 
ck · land. For it is with drunkards as 4 
ſaqds../t ſwallomes up irrecoverabl 
anddrinkvdawo. into the belly of hell wt 
faever ſtrikes upon it. þ. 
Neither is uncleanneſs, or wantonneſs le | 
dangerous, or loathſome. The more ye grof T 
up to youth, the more cloſely cleave to thi 
guide of your youth, (Prov. 2. 17.) See, 22. 
19. 9. Layjneer to heart, nay lock. up j 
the midſt of your heart, all thoſe precio 
connſelsoſ that Eternal wiſdaw, and your be. 
deny Father. -A Son give me thy heart , and 
lat. thin eye. — wy wayes © for a whore i ba 
deep ditch 3 aul a ſtrange woman. a narrow pit 
Ptoy.23- 26,2 7+: Read, and even get | 2 2 
heart, Fron. 245 f. to the end, and 7. ch. Jn 
Mere it poſſible to cut off your arm, all q 4 
td graſt ĩt ĩato a Bear, and the Bears leg ig , & 
tayour thaplder ,: bow wogld your foul a Ting 
horr ſuch an exchange > How much wark 4 
wit.to-takethe members of Chriſt, and g 
them members of an harlot?, L.Cor.6. 15. 
careful alſo: 3 and very NASH 
inſtance I charge yo.. e 
uncleanneſs 3, (Ona i @ 


the more dangerous, as it is leſs regarde i 


by. 
11 
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we up your hearts day, and night (in pra- 

x) — God, and put them mo his hand. 

partunately beſeech him ( who keeps bis 2/* 

to watch over you, and to fence' you 
tentation 3 and looking up unto his 
ions providence , timely: ( as Godiſhall © 

pride for you) retire unto his Ordinabee: - 

marriage , if the Lord endow you not wir- 

| gift of continence. Remember your bo | 
, and fouls. are eſpouſed to Ch; and. 
heb wife hath not power over ber own body but tlc 
d, 1 Cor. 7. 4. Offer up therefore your. 
ee. io him as a living ſacrifice, (Rom. 12. 1. 7 
wh glorifie him both in your bodies , and bi: 
fer they are Gods, 1 Cor. 6. 0. 
Laſtly in your eſtate , this virtue will 
ach you to pray as ure Give we either 
tie, nor riches , feed me with food con. 
ies for me, leſt The full, and deny thee, an- 
„bois the Lord? or leſt I be poor, and-ſfteat, 
tale the name of my God in vain, Pro- 
8,9. A great ſaylto a little boat is more 
beerous than helpful. That Philoſopher in 
Poetrie will teach you, | 
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bete Libr. 2. Aletr. ' by . 

If 4b thou woalde, and quiet dwell, ke 

Refuſes Palace, chuſe a cell. 

Would thou burn our thy fenced light 

In pesce when winds; Gorms, tempeſis fight ? 

Would thou deſpiſe ths curl'd-head waves, 

Andlangh, whett geping Neptune raves 2 

Let not thy houfe on mountains ſoar, 

Truft not the (willing, ſpewing ſhore. 

There cqvious winds, ind ſpiteful blaſis 

Reign, rage and tear there nothing laſts. 

Here ks earth, nd | bibbing Gnds | | 

Betray the, weight; here nothing ſtands. 
Climb mat alaſt tofeck ſacſh yer, 

Or pleaſant ſeat a bud ſuxe, not fair. 

The lowiy Roch nabe thy foundation; . - 

A ſtrong, s laſting ſitutation. ha 
When ckundrintz forms with ruins fill, . 
The pleafant ſhore, and mounting bill, 

: Lodgd in thy trenches, ſafely lying, 
+ *,* Fierce winds, and foming ſeas defying,” - 
Sie maiſt thou mock the angry skie, 
And er live, and quiet dy. 
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CAP. XVII. 
What is the Second? We 


Tee, 5 that grace, whereby V rex- 


r to all their dues, (Rom. 13. 7.) fo only 
hich Civil, but divine laws preſcribe.” 
1 K one 


od the fulfiling of all 'righteonfne 
Ford) is love. (Read, Ro. 13. 7, 92 2 


0 enemies not excluded, Matth. 5.44. 
u bject, or ſeat of love is not the mourh in 
, ee (1 Joh, 3. 18.) but the Seat, 


fe, or quantitie muſt be diſpenſed accot- 


0 4 us. Some muſt have an higher place in 
Ar hearts than others, 1 Theſ.5. 13. The 


1 Fed , and diſtributed, generally to all 
eu, ſpecially to the houſhold of faith , Gal. 
"10. To handle all theſe particulars would 
Ka large volume; For that referri 
* Ps our beſt Father, and his divine it 
Hons (fally ſet out unto you in his gouble 

ane | defire to _ out ſome few d. 
2 rectic 


He ſecond branch is Righteonſul 9 0 an 


thout dilſimulation, Rom. 12. 9. The mes 


g to thoſe relations in which God hath 


Fit of love is doing good, which mult be 
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de object of love is general , All men 11 
| be 
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rections, and commend them to your pre + 
Rice, and his bleſſing. Jis 
In converſing with men look firſt to your iy! 
heart, ſecondly to your actions. Ceaſe fron] hr 
er, and ſorſalę wrath, (Pſal. 37. 8.) put u u 
off, (Col. 3. 8.) Be net haſty in ſpirit to be ar hj 
g, rap 7.9.) for diſcretion in a man d ww, 
ferreth his anger, Prov. 19. 11. In anger fully, 
not, Eph. 4. 26. Be ſure the cauſe be jult| zh, 
(Maith.s. 22.) and the extent juſtifiable: ſuſ be 
it reſts in the boſdwe of fools , Eccl. 7. 9. andi 85 
where it lodgeth all night, it hath the Di 69 
vel for a bedfellow, Eph.4. 26,27. Hate no wi 
thing in any man but fin, and his hate of God -ow 
and therefore hate the fin , becauſe ye louiſ ge 
the man: and love the man to caſt out tha be 
hate , and plant in the love of God. Fal bel 
not out with any man but ſo as to reconcilg: 
him to God. See, Lev. 15. 17. Above all bef hot 
ware of repaying hate for love, Pſal.109.5{ter. 
and tremble to hate whom God loves, Pſd] out 
38. 20. It is the brand, and ſeal of Sata e 
5 his cattel. | [I nau 
| He norhing at all to do with Envie; A 
' ger, and Hatred may be, and often are e 
| vil, but Envie cannot be good. Love can b 
3 angry, and love can hate, but love can 
el Cor. 13. 4. | con: 
Ihe mouth is he dore of life, Prov. 13.9 
ep it therefore under lock, and key. He, 


/ 
p 4 
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>| than a wicked mouth. His ſpecial warehouſe 
{is a finful heart, and an evil mouth his ſhop 
tr] where he readily vents his wares. Thither he 


brings that fre of hell, Jam.3. 6. Wicked lips 


131 
. i ſelfis not a more proper ſhop of the Divel 


ie « burning fire, Prov.16. 27, The tongue 


„bis hammer, by which he frames thoſe helli 
&-| weapons, lies, ſlanders, mocks, to 'ſadd' the 
hearts of the rigbieous, to arm, and 

l the hands of the wicked, Pſal. 109. 2. Remem- 
br] ber the tongue is an unruly, and untameld e- 
ad 5, Jam. 3. 8. Deal with it as that man after 
Ned, own heart. He watches it, keeps it as 
with a bridle, (Eſal. 39. 1.) But finding his 
own hand too weak, be calls in better help; 
wel get a watch, ob Lord, before my month, and keep 


the dore of my lips, Pſal. 14 1. 3. Learn that ex- 
A eellent leſſon: Speak evil = man, Tit. 3. 2. 


ig rede no man, ROm. 14. 13. Neither only keep 
your tongues from wounding other mens 
rt, but barricado your earsallo, and keep 
ſa] out wicked tongues. The ear is the hearts 
tu actour, ( Prov. 18, 15.) and if the ear be 
'[navght, neither heart, nor hand is good: 
bor a wicked doer gives heed to falſe lips, and 4 
e Tier gives ear to a naughty tongue, Pro. 17. 4. 
Love peace, (Zech. &. 19.) follow peace with 
nen, (Heb. 12. 14.) yea al things which 


JJcers peace, Rom. 14. 19. Fit be poſſible, as 


d as lies in jou, have peace with all mem, 


Je 4 N 3 Rom. 


Rom. 12. 19. And if you dell with them tha | bt 
bate prece , be you for peace when they are for | 
we; Pful. 1 20. 6,7» » 04: 

The world will adviſe you to take no] 
wtong; but God commands you to do none; 
Jer, 22. 3. Not to take wrong (here) I think gs 
is impoſſible ; and not to do wrong requires | jr 
as much wiſdom ,-as patience. - But it is bet | #« 
ter to ſuffer an hundred injuries; than te do] yis 
one, 1 Car. 6. 7. for God will certainly puniſh] uſt 
the doer, (col. 3. 25.) but thank the ſuffer-· (P: 
er, 1 Pet. 2. 20. 1. 
' Take great heed of thruſting God out off; « 
histhrone, and ſeating your ſelves in it. This] Go: 
you do, when you uſurp that higheſt office] tip 
| „to recompence i#jxries , and to r ſer 
venge your ſelves: It is Gods Prerogative royal you 

Jo me belongeth vengeance , and recompence, ] gt 

Deut. 32, 35.) Vengeance is mine, Twill rt $5 
pay; ſaith the Lord, Rom. 12. 19. It is his Re wit 

gal Titie. The Lord God of recompences, etl ria 

51. 56. ae 
PDrint upon your hearts that golden ru 
:of Gods bleſſed Spirit In honour prefer on Al. 
er. Mind not tigh things, but tandeſcen I 
zo men low eſt ate, Rom. 12. 10, 16. Ii lowliuſ 
af mind-let each eſteem other letter than hin ſelſ ber: 
{Phil. 2.3. There is nathiog mate hated, he. 
ſeorned by God, or man, thin « proud hea the 
au havabty. eye, Prov. 6, 17. In the honſe bet 


| 


* 
* 


Pride 


ory 
s 180601 


ed. 4 Parker's Teftamene. 

# | Irie, Shame Waits at the gates, (Prov. 11.2.) 
or ſtrife. 2 and Contention in the hall 9. ( P r 0, 
13. 10.) and at the back ſtayers DeſtruQion, 
0 Frou, 16. 18. 29.23.) Put on therefore 
e; | enrbleveſi of mind, Col. 3. 12. There is no or- 
ik | garment of ſo great price with God as a low 
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«| priced ſpirit, ( Petr. 3. 4.) nor in the eye of 


* | was any thing more lovely than a lowly car- 
do | age . Humilitie (the Queen of virtues). is 
6 [uſhered by favour, ſupported by hopaur, 
r-[(Prov.29, 234) and followed by exaltation, 


6.0. 


% 


of: Obſerve all men in their degrees: Honour 
u Governonrs , aud obey them.c reverence ſupe- 
cel tiowrs , re ſpect equals, be courteous to in- 
r|feriours, and to all (and above all) carry 


al] your ſelves huwbly. Submit your ſelves one 0 
e ant her, and be clothed with gore „ 1 Pet. 
5.5. Thus ſhall you travel through the world 
with much peace: for certaivly, 4. only by 
et ride comes contention, Prov. 13.1 o.) ſo the 
ee ſhall delight themſelves in abundance of 
Mace, Plal.37. 11, As a general motive to 
all theſe duties ſeriouſ]y-canfider: | 

All mankind is but one Adam, and all men 
one man. Man the body , men the mem- 
pers of that body. Adam was the root, Eve 
de fock, (iſſuing from 1 7 2 7500 call, 
; anches produced om both. Ale the 
eber of all liping, Gen. g. a0. All theſe num- 


berſeſs branches are united in the root, (tha |; 
Uri{t aam) and all Chriftievs reunited ig 5 
that Hoot of Jeſie , the Second Adam. Naly 
creatures ſo united as wan ; znited in the bond p 
of humanitie, they are one fleſs - (all nation] if 
made of one blood, Act. 17. 26.) reunited inf jy! 
che bond of Chriſtianity , they are one ſpirit] 
I Cor. 6. 17, Eph. 3. 4. How ſtrongly then 
from this w#ipr doth our Lord preſs upon 0 
that unity of affection by love. And that «| 
ij of our actions by peace. How naturally} 
do all theſe precepts of righteouſneſs, or a 
tice flow from this principle > were en not p 


Innatural, how could they be ſo full of 
utirighteoulneſs ? (ed with all #rrighteouf | *: 
%%, "Oc. and without natural ffeFion , Rom. On 
1. 29,37.) were we not carnal, how could“ 
we maintain ſtrife ,” and diviſions? when there] © | 
among you envyings , ſtrife, diviſions , are)” + 
Je wot carnal? 1 Cor. 3. 3. Haters of men] 
cannot be ranked among wen: we are dl] 
one fleſh , and never any man hated his o 
feſe; but cheriſheth, and nouriſbeth it, Eph.| 
5.29. We are members one of another (all on 
bay.) (Row: 12:5. Epb. 4. 25.) yea one „ flu 
it: and who but Bedlams, and Demoni ach fe! 
Wound, and deſtroy themſelves? {And 
Faſten theſe trite upon your hearts, and 
"1 aft hour cqnverfation with men have then x 
Ja ydur eyes: ſo will you with cafe (as you] 
1 aa 1 8 Le IT 


pes I Father's That. 


ord, Pſal. i I. 7.) love rightcouſaeſ?, and be 
loved of him, who loveth them who follow af- 

| „ righteonſueſs, Prov.15.9. 

Some = of this truth that dark light 
of nature diſcovered unto that Philoſopher, 

1 who thus — ſings it. 


Boetius. Libr, 3. Aur. 6. 


ſock of man, the Root, the body, Boughs, (alxies) 
Whoſe breadth or'c-ſpreads the earth, height tops the 
Que Parent hath; he Sire, and Dam; he plowes, 
Plants, waters: he our birth, growth, all ſapplies. 
ie fills the Sun with Seas of flowing buns x 
» Surrounds , and drains the Moon with changing 
_ (ftreams. 


; 
II. 


ne Ke peoples Seas with fiſb, the Heaven with Stars, 
Plants aycr, and carth with living Colonies. 
of te pounds mans God- -like Spirit in fleſhly bars, 
And by that ſpirit earth to himſelf allies. 
nd aq” Men are ofhigh deſcent: their Petigree 
Mortal derive from great Eternitic. 
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Boefi ge of Sires ?, and Grandfires? ſearch ye earth - | 2 

For Hesven ? Heavens Regiſter will ſhe w your race. feſ 

Heavens King your Sire: ſrom Hes ven, in Heaven your hoj 

A noble, royal line. No man is baſe T birth 
But ſuch, as for baſe earth Heavens birthright ſell, 

By vice cut off from Heaven, and grafted into Hell. 


— cc 


Cx. XIX. 
What-is the laſt branch ? 


He. laſt branch is God/ineſs : which is 
4; nothing but the true worſhip of the 
true God. And how ſhould I more briefly, z 
and yet more fully expreſs it, than that. wiſeſ ce 
Father to his wiſeſt Son? And thou Solomon] we 
my Son know the God of thy Father, and ſervif} yo 
bim with. 4 perfet# heart and willing mind 

I Chro. 28. 9. where he comprizes all the] mu 
inward worſhip in 4zewlede , and the out] 
ward in ſervice. Now this 4#owledg is not he 
here (as properly it is) confined to the un- 
derſianding , but generally extended to e- 
very faeultie of the ſoul. * In. 
5 ai 


4 


1 
; 
at 


. in their ſeveral objects, they do their 


1 * 

45 = 

| 4 
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e our ſpirit is ſaid to know, when exerci- 
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hid to know when , employing their facul- 


e. (The eye knows the colpur it ſees, 
ear the voice it hears.) So every facultie 


fog it ſelf in its proper office, it executes its 
own dutie, In the underſtanding. when the 
apprehenſion diſcerps , and conceives a- 
right, it knows, 1 Cor. a. 16. when the Judg» 
ment highly prizes things that are of high 
eſteem , it is ſaid to know, 1 Theſ.5, 13. E- 
yen the choice of the will is called knowledg, 
Amos 3.2. Rom. &. 29. Thus the affeRjons are 
ſaid to know what they love, and delight 


In, (vſal. 144.3. expounded, 700 5. 17.) And 


this is that excellent knowledg preferred be- 


{| fore ſacrifice, (Heſ- 6. 6.) in which conſiſts 


dur eternal life, Job, 17.3. 


Firſt therefore you muſt h God by an 


at of the underſtanding , that is, ſo con- 
ceive of him, as himſelf in his ward, not iz 


on weres dreams, hath pictured out himſelf unto 


jou: which is a ſpirityal , and the only war- 
tantable Image allowed by God: This you 


he | muſt hang up, not in your Hall, or parlour, 


| 1. in that true Oratorie, the Cloſet of your 


th hearts There you ſhall. find him pencibd, 
#-[ 4 As he is ſimply in himſelf; 2. Relatively 
d use In himſelf he is a Spirit, ( Joh. 4. 84.0 
inromprebenſible, gloria, merci, graci- 
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owe, ſtrong Mering, Par doning ſin, ad 9 
ziqwitie, 8 Exo. 3 4. 6,7. &c.) In 161 
lation to us ow Creatow, (Iſa. 6 4. 8.) ou 
Redeemer 8 6. Pſal, 19. 14.) ou 
Lor (Pil. 1.) in whoſe ſervice is all ow 6 
—— (Pſal.144.18.) our Portion, adf{1 
Inheritance, Pſal. 16. 5, 6. the ſtrengtb of auf 
beart, our only, and full comfort, Pſal. 73, N 
verſ. 23,26. The heathens were not altoge 
ther ignorant of God, his eternal power, and (> 
Goahead, (Rom.. 19,20.) but our redemp ] in 
tion by his Son, our communion with hinſ: 
by bis Spirit, and conſequently our ſalvati· / 
on, and bleſſedneſs by our union with him | Ju 
was wholly hid from tlñe. thi 
' The neceſſity of this knowled appears | 1/4 
1. By the miſerie of ignorance : without it Co 
the wiſeſt are fools, very Sots, of no under-ſſur 
ſtanding, Jer. 4.22. All fin, and diſobedience He 
flows from want of this knowledg, (Ir. 9.3 fa 
Hg. 1, 2, &c.) 2. By the happineſs that fol f exc 
lows it: All grace attends it; Faith, (H, 1 
9. 10.) the whole new wan, Col.3.10. 2 Pes. all 
1. 2,3. and all bleſſedneſs, Job. 15.3. Cer jbaf 
tainly if the ſtudie of en be above other 28. 
natural ſtudies, oh what is the ſtudie offiba 
God? how pleaſant? how profitable > Pron wil 
2.10. when fin affrights us how ſweet the dhe 
knowledg of his pardoning mercie 2 ſd. 
86.4, 5. &103.11. when wen are ! the 
8 + by[Cle 


7 * 


Ic p. 19. A Father's Teſtament. | 


by tyrants, how ſweet the knowledg of his 
laſtice? Rev.15.3.& 16.5. nay even in our 
niliations for fin how doth the knowl 

of his Juſtice, and faithfulneſs refreſh us 


Drtable the knowledg of his power? Intem- 


don, (Nam. 14. 17.) ſubduing 3 
(Mic.7. 18,19.) in E from all evil, 
and keeping us toeternitie, Job. 

1. 5. 

2. Secondly, we muſt know him in our 
b | Judgments , to prize bim as he is, even all 
things leſs than nothing in compariſon 

rs. | 14. 40. 17. For him Alrabam deſpiſes his 
it] Country : Moſes the treaſures , and plea- 
r-| ſures of Egypt; David regards nothing in 
ee Heaven, or earth with him, g 25,26, 
3. | Paw efteexes all things dung, and loſs for the 
p-fexcellent &owledg of Chrift, Phil.3.8. 

4.1 Hence all the Saints deny themſelves, and 
2, all for him, and exalt him by their own a- 
r- [baſement 3 Kings will be vile to honour him, 
er Sam. 6. 22. Jobn Baptift contented to wane, 


SS 7BY a2 SS 54-0; 20 


oral diſtreſſes, (Das. 3. 17.) in ſpiritual; as. 


10.29. 1 Pet. 


of him, 


2 8 17 
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1 Jb. 1. 9.) upon all occaſions how com- 4 


offibat he may appear in fulneſs, Job. 3. 13. Paul 


will be 4 ſervant to every mam for his ſake, 
helwho is Lord of all, 2 Cor. 4. 5. They make 
# [their honour wait upon his, Prov.4. 8. For 


hey will cheerfully buy him with loſs of all, 


elde know, Hes their praiſe, Deut. 10. 21. 
{lk 
| buy 
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alf, and given. all, look upon this all as 4 
— | 
The no muſt know bim to chuſe, take, 
3 Him as he offers himſelf to us. He |* 
proffers Rfmſelf to be our Lord, (Exo. 6. 6.) 
to redeem us from all Uſurpers, to his ſer- ]* 
vice, (La 1. 74,75.) to be our King, (Hoſ.. 
186.) to govern us under his holy, and % 
wholefomme laws. He offers himſelf to be all % 
eo us, our portion, inheritance, ſhield, our % 
exceeding great reward, (Jer. 10. 16. Gen. [\; 
r5. F.) More particularly he offers himfelf 
in bis perſons to be to us, I. A Father, (Dent. 
32.6, 2 Cor. &. 17, 18.) 2. An Huſband, (2 Cor. 
LH. Ho 2: 19,20) the Saviour 1 his E 
zoufe, (Eph. 5. 23.) 3. To be our Svichver, I 
2 Noe „ Joh. 16. 13. 1 Got 5.45. 
Thus he offers himſelf to us, and thus muſt Nr 
e receive him, as a child the Father, to 
obey Him, as a wife her Huſband to be ſub- Tt” 
ject unto him, as a Body the Soul to be in- 1 
formed by him, and in all things conformed Jr 
to him. ” 1 
Chuſe him therefore as your ſupport: Ky 
without him you can do nothing, (Job. 15. 5.) 
| without 


* 


p 


„ep. A Fiber? Teſtament. 19 
- [without him we are nothing, at our beſt 
„ [ſheer vanirie, Eſal. 39.3. The very plants will 
U eachus. The weak Ive, and wood · bine, &c: 
n [conſcious of their infirmitie, clafp about the 
y {| ſtrovg, which may bear them up, even diut 
the trees with their cloſe embraces.' He is a 
ura that in our ſervice looks not to his on, 
[but his ſervants profit. He needs not us, but 
2) ve him. But why then doth he call, and 
draw us to his ſervice? To make us bleſſed. 
e taketh pleaſure in the proſperitie of his 
ſervants, (ſal.3 5. 27.) he delights to do us 
vod, (Jer. 32. 40.) and to give is the Ring- 
N, Luk. 12.32. Men grofly ignorant fouly 
ſaiſconceive of his ſervice : they look on it 
n cords, and bonds: but indeed there is no- 
1% Hing ſo bleſſed as it, no bleſſedneſs but it, 
ml U 84. 4. Oh the incomprehenſible love in 
Pebich he hath choſen us] what was there in 
„ {worthy of his choice? were we wiſe? no, 
fe were fool;ſo, Tit.3. 3. were we ſtrong? 
2 :po'we were of no ſtrength, Rom. 5. 5. were we 
Py dble'? no, we were fervantstb luſt, to cor 
to tion to filchineſs, and moſt filthy in that 
vice, 77t. 3.3. 2 Petr. 2.19. Eſal. 14. 3. wert 
"Fe any thing? no , we were very nothing, 
to him leſs than nothing, 2 Cor. £2. Ir. 
40. 17. yet hath God choſen the fookſs 
. in of the worlil to confound the wiſe, God 
BY oh choſen the weak things of the world to con- 
"#00" | found 


* 


ut | 
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> the wi key, 2 the -baſe © things of 
E fl and e bas God choſe "I 2 
a aa hy TEA 2 
that are, 1 Cor.1.27,28. But in bim : te b 
there which is not infinitely excellent, infsFt 
gitely deſireable, delectable? ſball he theyſ ic 
. - chuſe ſuch dung to be his children, hein 
his peculiar inheritance, and ſhould not Ve k a 
(when he offers himſelf). chuſe him ( th 
glory of all glory) to be our Father, our Ton 445 15 
our Portiau? 11 t 
4. The Affections alſo are ſaid to kne who 0p: 
that which they love, in which they delightymc 
and for which they longue: we theretc 15 be 
muſt know God to love, fear him, delight JI 


in him, and 77 after bim. F requently i 


every page of ſeripture me meet not only th 
wh, Gods 1d Oe (in theſe duties) but ti 


ice. To provoke our hearts tine 


= — = muſt conſider him, 1. In himſelf * 


He is good, (Pſal. 100. 5.) only good, 8.61 
19. 17. abundant in goodneſs , (Exo. 3 4. 64 
he is Lose, (1 Joh. 4. 16.) ehogether ve 
(Cant p. 16.) 2. In relation to us. He is ou 
Father, Husband, Life, & c. (as before.) 3.1 
| his dealing with us. He hath manifeſted high 
love to us above all the vori of his hanc dane 
In our creation advancedus above all, crown 
ell a with glary, ( Pſal. S. 5, 6.) In our red pode 
tion preferred us above the Angels, "_ 2. 


75 : - 


, 2949. Aae, ile, 
* 12 5 s and refuling. their nature, Heb. 


e then take great beed that your los 

1. true. Relative affection is not right if 

Th the meaſure be not right. An Huſband lo- 

ed as another an is not loved as an Huſ- 

| band. Admit no rival, or partner in His 

Hove; no creature not our ſelves muſt be 

preferred before him, or equal'd'to him: we 

4 uſt love him more than life, for his love ir 
. better than life, Pſal. 63. 3. He our uicknivg 

Mirit, we his body; he our head, we 115 

b embers : : why ſhould not the band prefer 

a the head, or the body the ſoul before it 

41 elf? As we may love him for his gifts, ſo 

boch more for himſelf. Stir up your un- 

7 thankful nature to this great dutie. Conſi- 

he hc why, you love any creature, why more 

e than another; why you ſhould love the 

iq world , riches, pleaſures as God., a drop as 

I. the fountain. It is even here too true, Love 

end,; Get your hearts baptized with fre, 

jd the holy Ghoſt , buried with Chrift into 

l death , and raiſed. in bis reſurrection, 

lat y our affections may be ſet, and ſettled 

things not on earth, but on things above, 

A 2 on him who is infioitly above all things, 

dis bleſſed for ever, and your eternal 

eſedneſs. 


2. Secondly, the outward worſhip con- 
O ſiſts 


*1 


og. 
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. C 
fiſts either in his fpeakiog to us, or our ſpeak- - 
iog to him; He ſpeaks to us either to qur I 
ears in his word, or to our eyes in his 8a - i 
eraments, we to him either in prayers, of j® 


194 


You Hearin is achief part of God: ſervice, 
(Fcct.5.1.) The ſpecial gate whereby the 


Wiſdow of God, all knowledg, and life en-] 
ters, 3 Arg 3. & 1.5. 133.3 An bear- 
ing ears Gods ſpecial gift to us, (Prov. 20. 12.) 
ap our acceptable gift, and ſacrifice. to 
m,. ( gal de.. 1 Sam. 15. 22.) An obedient 
ear is a graceful, and precious ornament, . 
Prod. 1. 8,9.) The ear the moſt happy fa- 
ctour of the ſoul, whereby it ſeeks, and 
gets, (Prov. 18. 15.) that rich merchandiſe, e 
which 5s better than ſilver „ and fine gold, Prov, “ 
3- 14. But he who hath a diſobedient ear, 
orcareleſs, refuſing 10 bear is good for nothing, E 
(Jer. 13. 10.) and an itching ear hath certain: P 
ly a rotten heart, I,. 30.9, 10, 11. The worde 
of God preached is the ſeed in the hand of 
{ the Sower , (Mar,z. 14.) taken out of the 
| - Granarie of the ſcriptures, and caſt into the,, 
furrows of the heart by Gods Spirit, an in. 
corruptible ſeed of a life incorruptible , (1 Pet. FP 
I. 33,) by which we are begotten unto God. 2. 
Jam.1.18. And as it is the ſeed whereby we" 
are born, ſo is it the food alſo whereby weg ; 
are nouriſhed in that life of God , as well 
ww for babes, a ſtrong meat for the ſtrong, j* 


1 Pet. N 


2 


cap. 19. AFather's Teſtament. 
i pet. 2. 2. Heb. 5. 12. Cc. lt is an heaven]! 
aſure ii earthen veſſels, 2 Cor. 4.7. a ric 
art of all ſpiritual commodities, where 
four Lord ſells, and we buy (without mony) 
2 | heavenly riches : Be ſwift therefore 1 
„ b, Jam. 1. 19. value it above #honſands of 
„ led, and ſilver, Plal.119. 72. Sell all you 
ve to purchaſe it, Aattb. 13. 44. Buy the 
a h at any price, ſell it at none, Pro. 23.33. 
Neither hear only, but read it: we can- 
[not uſe too many ways in trading with this 
4 fich commoditie. Had we as many diſtra- 
ions as Princes, they can yield us no ex- 
. emption from this dutie, Deut. 17. 18. Joſh, 
„8. Our frequent converſing with it, and 
r Hedi tating io it will not take ſo much from 
„fur time, as it will add to our opportuni- 
hl ies. Morning, and evenings day, and night 
rd Rherciſe your ſelves in it: ſo ſhall ze be Like 
of frwit ful tree planted by the rivers of water; ſo 
je make your may proſperous, 1 ſhall ze 
hee good ſucceſt, Plal. 1. 1, 2,3. Joſh. 1.8. 
. Halle dies ſine linea) Think the day loſt 
er Pherein you have miſt this market. | 
412+ The. Sacraments are ( viſibile verbum) 
we- ſermons to our eyes; pa{ſion-ſerwons, 
ve eu know that verſe, 
ell“ | 
ng, 


et. ö 


| y 
— | 
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More dully ſtirs the mind what through th ear 
V 

Than what is view'd to life in the eyes trie 

| glaſſes. | 


They are not only teaching ſigns, printing in 
aur eye; ath c 
Jeſs, But aſſuring ſeals, preſenting , and 
conveying waned wi th grace which they re- 
prefent. There are many large, and learn- 
ed. volumes printed concerning them, and 
in eyery Catechiſe yuu may meet with pious 
iaſtructions io this ſubject. Iwill only there- 
fore adviſe you concerning the Lords Supper. 
J. That ydunegletkt no opportunitie (ſo far 
as may be) of comming to the Lords Table. 
For js it not our communion with Chriſt? 1 Cot. 
10. 16. Look as wholeſome meats are che 
means whereby ſpirits are renewed, ſtrength 
increaſed , union between body and foul 
dinance, whereby our everlaſting life is con- 
firmed, our dull ſpirits revived,” and our u- 
ns with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt much ſtrength: 


50 and hearts the death of the Lord] 


. nt ng eee wn ee ef wwe eh a as. 


maintajnedz ſo the Swpper of the Lord is his Or- 


\ Certainly the frequent uſe of it was the 
ſpecial means, whereby the Primitive Chut 


reſolution, and every ſpiritual gift. Above 


dive- 


2 yy — 


ches fo far excelled us in Cheiſtiun ſortitude, 


all other take heed of that carnal, or rather 


Capag.” A Father's Teſtament. 
| diveliſh plea of helliſh perſons; namely that 
I | they are not in charitie; whereby EO | 
„e ly diſcover, how much they prefer their re- 
| venge before their ſalvation, and that hel- 
1iſh Murtherer before the heavenly Saviour, 
in | Strely he that will rather nouriſh his malice, 
rd by abſtinence from the Lords Table, than 
nd his fainting ſoul by that Bread of Heaven, de- 
-e.| ferves (and ſurely dos) in his helliſh faſt t 

n- | eat, and drink his own damnation. © ©© 
nd]. 2+ Come prepared in ſome good meaſures 
wi 2nd for that end ſet apart ſome day in that 
week tor humiliation, to affli# your ſouls by 
er. faſting to ſeek a right way, (Exra. &. 21.) And 
rl becauſe one eſpecial end of this ordinance is 
le the remembrance of our Saviour, and ſhew- 
5. ing forth his death, (Luk. 22. 19. 1 Cor.tr. 
bel verſ. 25, 26.) ſpend much of that time in me- 
th] ditating upon it, and principally the cauſes 
a of it, 1. The abhorred filthineſs, and dread- 
ful nature of fin, which could not be ex- 
n-| plated, or purged but by the blood of God); 
u- 2+ The fierce wrath of God, and terrible ſe- 
h-| veritie cf his juſtice, which exacted even of 
his moſt beloved Son (undertaking for us) the 
uttermoſt farthing , even to make him Sin, 
who knew no fin, anda curſe, who was God 
J. bleſſed for ever. 3. The infinite mercy of 
vel. dur gracious Father who gave his beloved Son 
to reconcile ſuch hateful enemies; and, 4. The 
a O 3 incom- 


I God accepteth, Heh7.25,28, 


It ehenſible love of the Lord eſa, who 
9 to purchaſe our REA tion at 


ſuch. a rate. And leave not your ſoul till you 
find it ablorring it ſelf in duſt, and aſhes, bleed- 
ing with Chriſt on his Croſs, ſick of your 


and of his love, and ſwelling with the 


fruit of the lips, the ſacrifice of praiſe. 


3. Prayer is the mouth of taith, whereby 


it. utters holy deſires to God. Many think 


or 
what, nor how to pray till we be inſtructed: 
neither can any doctour inform us but that 
Spirit of adoptian, who teacheth us to cry Ab- 
he Father , Rom. B. 14. Gal. 4. 6. He will in- 
ſtruct you to go unto God, I. As to a Father, 
and therefore with all reverence, and ſub- 
miſſion, and, 2. With all aſſurance, and 
confidence 3 2. He is the Spirit of the Son, and 
therefore will carry you to the Father by the 


San, to God by . He will not ſuffer 


you to make your addreſſes by your ſelves, 
ar any creature, but by that only Media- 
torr, and Advocate. Sacrifice muſt be brought 
to the Temple, to the dore of the Taber- 
nacle., offered only upon Gods cholen Altar, 
and by none but the Prieſt -*Chriſt is that Tem- 
le, (Jab. 2. 21.) He the dore, (Job. 10. 22 
es 


he the Altar, (Heb. 13. 19.) which ſancti 


all our giſts, and the high Fr „ Whom on- 
| That 


gs A Faber Teſtament. Cap. ig. ; c 


they pray when they do but houl, (Heſ. 7.14.) | 
bab e, Meith. 6.7, we neither know 


_— 


— 


| 
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That bled Spirit who baptizeth with fire, 
will not only inflame your hearts, but kindle 
alſo your lips with all fervencie of prayer. 
Prayer is a ſpecial ſacrifice, and — 
muſt burn upon the Altar. Prayer is our In- 
cenſe, (Tſal. 141. 2.) which till it burneth in 


{| the ſiery cenſer, yields no odour, or ſweet- 


neſs. That holy Spirit will quicken you to 
frequent, and continual prayer, and doth 
got only whiſper in your ear, but draw out 
your heart to proy always with all manner of 
prayer, (Eph.6. 18.) to pray without ceaſing, 

(1 Theſ. 5. 17.) to contime in prayer, and 
\ watch in the ſame, (Col. 4. 2.) not to ſlip any 


oceaſion, but to improve all opportunities 
which God offers us in petition, thankſgi- 
ving, interceſſion, deprecation , ſupplies- 
tion. . 
No marvel if the Ancients called it the key 


Jof Heaven, for it opens all to us. It opens 


the womb, (Gen. 20. 17,18.) It opens the 
priſon, (A@.12.) It opens Heaven when it 
is bar d with braſs,(Jar.5.18.) It opens Gods 
ears when he hath even ſhut them againſt us, 
2 Chro.7.13,14,15. The Doctours call it the 
ſcourge of the Divel. It drives away his ten- 
cations, Alattb. 26.41. Nothing in the world 
ſo prevalent : For it ſets even God himſelf 
on work , in whoſe hands are all creatures, 
and with whom nothing is impoſſible. Gird up 

O 4 there- 
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therefore the loynsof your minds, and whet 
your voyces to-peirce:through the Heavens, 
And oli that I could be the means to put that 
perpetual motion of pray ing, and crying in- 
. paris Wt 141 | 

ok- about you, and you ſhall ſee abun- 
dant matter of crying, of loud crying : would 
we adviſedly behold what we ſce, there 
is hardly one object of our eyes, which would 
not{krue up our voyces a note higher, and 
ſer us a roaring. Look upon the dark places 
of the earth, and they are full of the babitati- 
onr- of rrueltie, Pſal.7 4. 20. And ſhould not 
this raiſe up a crie,, Remember Lord the enemit 


hath reproched, and fooliſh people have blaſphe- 


med thy name; ob deliver not the ſoul of thy Turtle | 


dowe unto the multitude of the wicked , ob let not | 


the oppreſſed return aſhamed, Pſal. 74. 18, 19, 21. 
When you look into the place of judgement, 
and wickedneſs is tbere, and to the place of 
righteouſueſs' , and inquitie is there, (Eccl. 
3.16.) will not ſo crying a fin force a loud 
crie'from your hearts? when you conſider 
all the oppreſſions under the Sn, and be- 
bold the tears of the oppreſſed, and they had 
no comforter , and on the. (ide of the Oppreſſouri 
was power, but on their ſide no comforter (Eccl. 
4. I chow: can you forbear to weep with 
thoſe that weepꝰ when you hear the grones 
of widowes, the ſighs of the futherleſs, the 

{39 + i 3 
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t hmentations of the hungry, naked, diſtreſ- 
ſed, can you chuſe but bear a part in this 
t doleful muſick? when you look on the pride, 
wherein the land is diſguiſed in dai worth 
attires ,' the prodigious exceſs in riotings, 
the general lightneſs, and impudence of all 
behaviour ,, when you hear the vollies of 
blaſphemous tongues thundering againſt Hea- 
ven, the ſtench of drunkenneſs infecting the 
ayer with plagues, poxes, &c, the ignorance, 
s' | ſuperſtition , idolatrie, profaneneſs, A- 
-, | theiſm in the world, the helliſh contempt of 
God, and all his Ordinances; In a word a 
deluge of corruption overwhelming all de- 


- | grees, ſexes, ages, and the wrath of God 


* = 


— 


i 


a> as, K. fo. — 


flaming in revenge againſt ſuch execrable 
rovocations , Where can you find hearts 
arge enough to hold , or throats wide e- 
nough to utter cries ,- and ejulations toHea- 
ven. 

But had you no eyes to look abroad, yet 
look within, and you ſhall find more matter 
of 3 than poſſibilitie of expreſſing. See 
there what ignorance, unbelief, deadneſs, va- 


nitie, ſecuritie, pride, hypocriſie, obſtinacie, 
backſliding, ſelf- love, ſelf-ſeeking, inordinate 
ſſion, What a world, what an hell of wie- 
edneſs couches it ſelf in a deſperately wic- 
ted heaft; it will ſtretch out your throats. 
and force You to a loud ctie, and bitter. 05 
| wretched © 


| wretched man that I aw | who: ſhall deliver me 


from the body of this death ? Certainly if you 
have any ſpirit in you, it will fill your hearts 


with a fountain, and your eyes with rivers 
of tears. Were you heathens it would drive 


you to ſend out the proclamation of Nineve Þ% 
tato every part of body, and ſoul, Les man uc 
reaſon, and ſenſe, fleſb, and ſpirit) | 


and beaſt 
cry mightily unto God, Jon. 3. 8. Let us whet 
theſe things upon our hard hearts, to ſhar- 
pen our. dull prayers , that they may pierce 
the Heavens, and prevent the birth of that 
decree, which if it once bring forth, will 


prevent all prevention. Pour out day and 


night ſome ſuch petition, when you have pre- 
pared your hearts by ſome ſuch like medita- 


Oh my drowſie ſoul, canſt thou ly down. 
with Jorab , and ſleep in ſuch a Tempeſt ? 


Seeſt thou not theſe waves of wickedneſs 
which mount up againſt Heaven, and fink 
down again into bottomleſs depths, and is 
not thy ſpirit melted becauſe of trouble? The 


have lifted up, the floods of the ungodly | 


have lifted up their voice , and canſt thou be 


ſilentꝰ See how that little Bark, fraught with 
Chriſt and his Spouſe, is filled with water, 


nay with blood: ſee what a ſtorm is come 


down into the lake, and how the waves daſh 
into the ſhip, whilſt thy Lord, and Saviour. 


* 
bad 
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Cap. i9. A Fathers Teſtament. 
aſleep in the ſtern upon a pillow, and wilt 
thou not with loud cries awake him? See 
hat a troubled ſea is in thine own heart, 
ming out mire and dirt, and canſt thou 
ſt? Are not the waters come into thy ſoul? Sinkſt 
how mot in the deeps where is no ing ? [s 
not the belly of hell ready to ſwallow thee> 
and canſt thou ceaſe crying? Heark how fin 

es, and wilt thou be lent > heark how 
the Saints cry, andcanſt thou hold thy peace? 
If thou haſt no words. in thy tongue, haſt 
thou no grones, no ſighs in thy heart? Oh 
my foul ! is thy Lord ſo ready to hear? and 
irt thou ſo (law to ſpeak ? Shall his ear ſtand 
-- {ſo wide open to thee? and thy mouth, and 
z< Jheart ſo faſt ſhut to him? Do not his com- 

nands draw thee ? thy neceſſities drive thee? 
n ſdo not his mercies invite, his promiſes aſſure 

2 ſtbee, thy povertie enforce thee? Art thou 
6 ja child, and canſt not ſpeak? He hath pro- 
k [vided thee two A lnterceſſours, one 
is Inis Son to plead for thee, the other his Spi- 
e [fit to plead in thee. How ſhould the wea- 
u feſt arm faint, which hath ſuch ſupporters, 
e uch an Hur, andſuch an Aaron, to under- 
h prop them? | | 
t, | Oh thou my gracious Saviour! whoin = 
e [days of thy fleſh offeredſt up prayers, and ſup- 
h [plications with ſtrong cries , accent my flat 
. — » and voice with thy ſharp cryings. 

Thou 


9 7 n 
* , 
Py 

ö . a 


Thou who helpeſt the infirwities of our ut- 
terance, teach my heart to grone beyond all 

wer of utterance. And Thou who know- 
eſt the mind of the ſpirit, and art ever well 
pleaſed in thy beloved, hearkeo graciouſly 
to the ſtammerings of my Infant ſpirit, and 
accept them in him, in whom thou art ever 
well pleafed. 

4. Laſtly for vowes, I can give you no bet- 
ter direction than his Spirit, to whom you 
vow. Be not raſh with thy mouth , and let ng 
thy 1 be haſty to utter any thing before God, 
Eccl.5. 2. Be very ſparing and ſlow 10 mak- 
ing, but ſure, and timely in paying vows, 
Hal. 67. 1 1. Eccl.5.4. Let your vowes pro- 


miſe ſome warrantable ſervice, as Jacob, Gen. 


28. 21,22. General vowes made in Baptiſm 
pay daily, (P/al.61. 8.) particular ſeafona: 
bly, Dent. 23. 21. Let your vowes be ever 
conditional, if God will help, and aſſiſt von; 
then looking to his gracious promiſes , beg 
ſtrength, and ſtirr up your ſelves to a dili- 
gent, and cheerful performance. Pay them 
not grudgingly, or of neceſlity : for God lo- 
veth a cheerful giver, 2 Cor.9. 7. 
Frequently thus meditate. 


A Father's Teſtament. Cap.1 9. 
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2 e 19. Raben. ament. 


Lend ſtars their dimmer fparks, Suns brighter beams, 
Thy mouth ſpoke light, thy hands at firſt did ſhed it 


Fills all the world with light, with life, and ſpirit. 


From empty forms, and lying vanities 


(My Light!) in all things nothing, all in thee. 
Thou bought me all, oh make me all thine on; 


Great Fount of light, whoſe overflowing Wenns 


Along the skie, and through the ayer did ſpred it, 
So ſhaded earth with curtains of the night, 

And drew: thoſe curtains to give days their lighe. 
Then gathering all that ſcattered light, compaRtedfi 
Ja one vaſt burning Lamp, and ſtrait enactedſt 

That all leſs lights ſhould beg their borrowed beams, 
And from that fountain fill their narrow ſtreams : 

So that more ſpiritual, and ſacred ray 

Which riling from thy mouth gave ſpirits day, 

In thoſe firſt ages had no certain ſphere, 
But breath'd by thee, ſhin d forth from mouth to ear 
At length collected by thy gracious Spirit, 


There I behold thy (elf, thy Lamb, and Dove, 
Shining in grace, burning in heavenly love: 
There I my death, and thine; thy power, my duty 
Ser, and by ſeeing change into thy beautie. 

Lord let thy light draw off my wandring eyes 


Oh fix them on thy (elf, and make me ſee 


Be all in me, L all in thee alone. 


A Father's Teſtanlent. Cap. 20. fc 


Cay. XX. 


Man, as man, is not man, but V anitie. 
3 one end to "_—_ all men 
aym a ir thoughts, deſires, and | 

actions, even Bleſſedneſ; and but one way 

leading to this end., &#owlede : but this way 
hath two periods, 1. The Awomleag of our 
ſelves, 2. Of our God a truth ſo palpable, 
that even beathens in their midnight (with- 
out eyes) could feel. ſomething of it: and 

not only find it themſelves, but commend, 'F 

and prove it to others. The whole ſcripture 

was penn d by the Holy Ghoſt to this very end, 

to be our light, and guide in this way; yet 
as far asT conceive, no where ſo briefly, and 
cleerly doth this Gaide point ont this way 
wnto , as in that (tort, but full ſentence, 

Eph. . 5. Evex when we were dead in fins, he 

hath quicken'd w together with Chriſt, 

Look as it is with ſome double-faced pi- 
ctures ; if ye view them on the one fide, you 
ſhall ſee a beautiful pourtrait of ſome lovely 
virgin, or ſuch like; if ye change your 
place, and look on the other fide, ye ſee an 
. Owl, Ape, or ſome deformed creature 5 — 

at 


N 


enen 


Cap. 20. A Father's Teſtament. 
hath Gods bleſſed Spirit (as in Tableture) 
drawn the picture of man. If you behold 
him io himſelf, in his own, and old natare, 
he is but a body of death; if you look on him 
in his new nature, and in the ſecond Ada 
full of glorious life. One fide no better that 
a Divel, if not warſe; the other no worſe 
than an Angel, if not better. In the firſt he 
js dead, dead in fin, the death of hell. In the 
ſecond he is alive, qu , with Chriſt, inthe 
life of God. | 
| Let this piece therefore be the laſt Le- 
pacie , which (in the concluſion of this Te- 
ſtament) I bequeath to every one of you, that 
you may hang it up in the beſt room of your 
Peart, where you may have itever in your 
Feye , and there behold your ſelves. 1. In 
your tombs, dead in ſins, and buried in the 
graves of luſt; 2. In your reſurrection, _ 
ned in, and with the Lord Jeſwv Chrift. Death 
conſiſts, 1. In the privation of life , when 
life is not, or is now nothing. 2. In the con- 
equents of this pri vation, corruption, pu- 
trefaction, ſtench, loathſomneſs. h 
— Conſider then the picture of your old man, 

I. In the rude draught (the ex«a dy) 2. In the 
fall pourtrait , when all the colours ,' and 
3 are added. In the former, Man 
lin the firſt dam) howſoever . 
himſelf, or others, conſidered not phyſical- 
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| ly., or civilly, but ſpiritually, is a baſe, ab- 
ject creature, bardly to be called a creature, By 

a very privative, and therefore pothing :Þ. 

| wy ts (as we ſay). 4 mae be: poſſibly he may T 

e ſomething , but as yet (in this eſtate) 4 

ſheer vauitie, and a mger nothing. He is but. 
Nee a dream, and ſo are all Þ, 

Us ations. Though. he mount up in excellencie by 

into the Heavens , and his head reach unto the I's 
clouds, be ſhall fly away as a dream, and not be fy 
ound, chaſed away 4s a viſion in the night, Joh. 
204 6,8, As wher an hungry man dreams, and ff, 
bebold be eats , but he awakes , and his ſoul is | 
empty, and a thirſily man dreams, and behold Þ; 
be drinks, but be awakes, and behold be is faint, Ik; 


azd bis ſoul bath appetite, 1(a.29. 7,8. volup- 
tyous men in their feaſts, and riots, do but % 
dream that they eat, drink, and are merry; I 


- 


worldJings do but dream that they find trea- 


ſures, and very joyful they are in gathering, ſhþ 
packeti! ONES eee 
Fo thets Band i nothing, Eccl.5. 14. As 4. 
dreams when, one awaketb., ſo (ob Lord) when 1 
thou awakeft , thou ſhalt deſpiſe their glory, Pſal. he 
„ JET | | 'S 

Ann is like to vanitie,, Plal.144. 4, A very 
{mall , but very like and lively picture: ſally 
like;that. (as, it is ſpoken of the blind man 
Jeb.g.) ; we way ſay, this is he; others, beg 
15 very like him, but himſelf (when he bath C 


tt £ 


— 
„ * 


'F Cap 220; cf Hmm 
bis eyes) willfully conſeb, „ Les be; I ane 
Iacer dream, and r yaniti 
Atteutively obſerve thit lt T piers; 
55 5. Mine age is 4s ibi ee 5 
a nd verily every man in his beſt eſtate is altoge: 
tber 2anitie,, Where this [emptineſs of ma 
| Fexcelently ſer aw in dizers | prope tions 
1e by, Man i vanitie. Top T 
2 wen, the poor,are d iſe: nay, 5 1 e 
Hndeed take him at * , in fickae(s, 
trouble, &c, Pay, 3. In bu beſt eſtate. la 
ſome reſpects it may be, as aber to 
roſſes, death, &c. nay, 4. In Xeas3 
hy p [together vanitie. But is not this an hyper- 
bole? more ſpoken , than intended? it 


2 : A 
* * 
1 


A | an infallible truth, which the ire” of 
ut ruth bath bound with an aſſeveration, Yeri- 
Yig: Verilj every man in bis beſt eftate is altoge- 
3 ber vanitie. Nay the Lord proceeds yet für- 
8 [ih er, and to.convince our ſelf-conceit, and 
ad tone pride aſſures us, that as aver of low de- 
Pee are wavitie , ſo men 0 of Zigh degree 28 


en lie- ſo. that high and low, weighed in 
a.;h t N are lighter than vanitie it ſelf, 
81.6 . 9, Alie 2 what? great wer, glitter- 
1 2 in ibeir pomp, admired by ſome, feated 
y others 4: are theſe a ie? How can it be? 
5 he reaſon z becaule nothing more dectives, | 
e eatneſs makes great . ef „ but per- 
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I Ally mane ſeen to be ſome thing, (undi s,) be- 
ny nd fr L 1 deceiver biayelſ, (Gal. || 


6.3.) Heis alie to his own ſqul : hence that 
great 4 confeſſes that hiſelf is nothing, 


n ” 
Ad as man himſelf , fo all that belongs to 7 


him is meer vanitie , made for him, and ſuit |; 
ed to him. For when man had transformed. 6 
himſelf into vanitie, the Tord fits the crea: J 
tures to him, which were made for him, and F, 
ſubject them unto vauitie, Rom g. 20. His i 
life vain, (Eccl. 6. 12.) His age nothing, (Pſal. 1. 
39. 5.) His brantie vanjtie, (Proxy. 3 1. 30.) %, 
His riches, (row. 23.6.) His mir th, (Eecl. 2. 2.) I 
All his works, all his delights meer vanitie, [; 
Ecel.2. „ 'F ; 5 Th, 
obzect. But men do not think ſo. 4»ſw. So 
much the more are they fo : For while they 
think better of themſelves than they are 
they do but deceive themſelves, and are 
lie. 2. Though in their words they deny it. 
yet in their works they loudly fpeak it, andy: 
evidently diſcover, that they do thus think , 
For we will ſell nothing under the price willy? 
value it, but #ex ſell themſelves for vanitig; . 
for. very nothing: They ſell themſelves fi 
traſh, they lay out their mony. for that which ih * * 
not bread, aud their labour for that which ſatis : 
fies mot, Iſa. 55. 2. 7 e 
o0bjeck. But yet they are men, and there 


Cap. 20. A Fathers Teſtament. 
ſſore ſomething. 4»ſw. We ſpeak not of men 
I. Ii natural 92 as he conſiſts of ſoul; and 
body, or in Civil, as he is a Father; Goner- 
* vour, Sc. but in ſpiritual, in which regard 
he rather ſeems than is wan rather a worm, 
0 1(Pſal.22.6-) as other Brutes, fleſþ alſo, (Gen. 
© 16. 3.) and that fleſh but graf, (IIa. 40. 6.) 
d the very ſpirit fleſnly. (oxime, rb upd Axel,) 
2 ade 9. animalt, not having 4 ſpirit ; when 
id Nin Jeruſales there was none that ſought the 
is truth, there was #0 wan among them, Jer. 
ll: g. 1. Obſerve how evidently , and fully Gods 
J Kpirit concludes this argument, I beheld, and 
Mere was no man, even among them ; no Coun- 
je, eller, that when I arked, could anſwer a word; 
Ihey are all vanitie, and their works nothing, 
Se 41. 28,29: He is dead; and therefore not 
Ehuly , but falſly, and in appearance called 
e nan. Man if we look upon him in his creati- 
© Ae, is a creature not only compoſed of ſoul 
ed body, which( both) are but the matter of 
and nich he is framed , but wade after Gods im- 
Ki. which is his form, and differs him from 
Wer creatures. Now as it ceaſeth tobe an 
Uagzaſe, when the waterials (ſtone, tim- 
Ir, &c.) are all ſafe, but the formdeſtroy- 
hl 3 ſo though body and ſoul in the matter 
uin them remain iotire, yet when that ſpeci- 
© al difference, and form of man (Gods image) 
e gefaced, he ceaſes to be what firſt he wasz 
ſo A F 2 ROW 


MFather's Teflament. Cap. 20 
bew ao wav, but the mines. and carkaſt 
of man | 
"Ins word, look av'it is wih Childrens Ba- 
biet they have # gorgeous appearance ia their 
eyes, but all is copper, caſt clouts, torn 
ue. and a pairxed' rotten ſtick ; ſo is it | 
with us, Our bodies; and fouls have (ome 


regs. and old clouts of our creation , and 
with th beautie; "earving, » Ceo. are no wal ; 


{ 
babes ita Mites eye, oe allthis fhew is 
nothing wh it ſhews; but a very mock-men, F 
a meer y4oirie, and ſheer nothing. 2 

2, Secondly ſeeing man is not only dead, 4 
but dead iu fro , as #dead man, fhutup , and 2 
ehe in a losthſeme grave, we are plainlyſ n 
Night by God,; that man is not only no- f 
| D but à miſerable, abomiuable nothing. 0 
He Is miſerable , wretobed, pour, blind , and o 
nine, Rev. 3. 1 7 fuppoſing hithfell full buf v 
only | ſwWwelr d with wind, and indeed wholly C 
empty; conceiting himſelf well adorned, andy bi 
ſet vnt with goodly endowments, but ſhamed} o 
2 nakedneſs; dreaming of an Eagle ſight 
rpneſs of Wir, bur not a blink of 3 fo 
z a meer ſſeſh; and in; and with nc 
5 e wants , when he is moſt bladder An 
up Wich a dream of happineſs, extremely ni (E 
ſerable, add 'wretched. In all his pomp and 42 
Lare is but as his own dung; (Fob 20.67. By 

'nking (Pfal. 14. 3. ) not the baſcneſs, buy 
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Sin, U 
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cie of Jagob 
Hlence is it "That c cu . out (ih A e 
loathſome creatures 10 b 8 parallels 

that in them (as in a glaſs) we might fee out 


+ filch, and abhor our ſelyes: we are reſembled 
to hoggs 5. 1 5 Fo to dead carkaſ- 
ſes, to ſepulchres al e rotten Ws es, 
| Matth.23-27. ſo abomip able that we ſnfet 


all the creatures fare "ge WEAR. all the 
ad ions that proceed from us. 


he creature is 


- not only ſubject to vanitie, but to 4 cùrſe 


J for our ſakes, Gen. 3. 17. "our ver bleſſings 
|; curſed, Mal. a. a. not our want, but ftore,not 
| our ba rreneſs, but uit accurſe ; Det: 28. 
verſ. 17,18, Our days. not. on few but evil, 
Sen. 47. J. our very lite got only grieye 

but hateful, (Eccl.2. 17. ) "nay our prayers, 
our ſervice «bomination, Prov. 15. 8. & 48.9. 


Objed. If the eſtate of men were ſo loath- 


al ſome, it is ſtrange that they ſhould not — 

iel nor feel it. Auw. They who have ſenſe k 

r'@ and: acknowledg it. They loath themſeh va 

( Ezech. 20. 4 {7th they abbor themſelves, 1 Job 

42.6.) they 

1 * ſuch as are blind mg tenets how * 
? Fg they 


elves, (Rom. 7. 24.) 


:* 


but of 7 = ; 
red, 11 | 


4 Tek; 


[then 'Siſcern i it v And this the depth of their 
© miſeris, which makes it incurable: yet ſome 
ps they have of this truth z for in that 
| eſclvesto workwickednef, and abo- 
on, (1 King. 21. 25. Rom. 7. 13.) fell 
Avi $ for e vain a filthineſs) 


95 y vanitre) they open- 


[peg (co ff 

Pa teſtifie at what rate they” prize them- 
This our dead, N loathſome conditi- 
on will more cleerly be manifeſted-unto us, 
if i. We confider our contrarietie to God, 
is both thi fil eme Being, the moſt pure 

E/ eace ," and the'only Tife. So adverſe is the 
corrupt nature of — to God, that he hates 


him, all that belongs to bim; all that he 
e and all that love him. Hence called 


they hate his wiſdom , and counſel, 
e 525 1.29.) his per, (Rev. 16 9.) his truth, 


Joh-3-19-) 
nd as the bolineſs of God i is his n | 
1 
FG (to us) is aboye all his Attributes, 
above all they hate this his bolingſc, whiere- 


427 wor 
Iten, As the pant 
Wheteſvever he ſees his * he flies up- 


on 


his hol Ar „ his holy chil- 


. Het. " Gipae! ' 


(Abe. 910.) baer: of God , Rom. 
9482 11 5 his word „Jer. 6. 10.) his light, 


\beawtie,excelencie, which paſſeth through 


> by, inp gy Bw pots By en ets „ „„ 


17 d ſee any ftamp or print of it ; His 


ſo hates man, that 


is | ſin, (which is the very dung of Satan,) Ro. 
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2. Man in the firſt Adam is a child of the 
„Divel, (Job. 8. 46.) anda very Divel in fleſh, 
h (Jeb. 6. 70.) Satan a filthy ſpirit , hut he fil- 
thy io fleſh, and ſpirit, 2 Cor.. 1. he acap- 
tive of the Divel, 2 Tm. 2. 26. a ſervant to 


6, 17. fetter d in the very bond of it, (Ad. 
8.23.) ſervant to corruption, (2 Pet. 2. 19. 
and to divers luſts, (Tit. 3.3.) the hand ſerves 
4 one, 


Capt. 
. eye ther, the ear a third, the 
e is even cut out, and 


* notice therefore of this eſtate of 
is the ſervant of Satan, man tho 
— of luſt : the Divels forvants ſervant. 

Sin the corruption,” and dung of Satan, man 

the ſervant of fin, and corruption. 

1 In a word a carnal man is the prey of 82 
tan, devoured by that raariag Zion, who 
2 2 di d hit into filthineſs oi fleſh, and 
hell the draught into which he is 'S 


. Thus then — your hearts. 
I. 


ayeroſher cell is dark, and hath no ight 
Bue what Heaven lends her, and when angry akics 
Cen in their debt, the fioks in dungevonight. 
Nay while ſhe borrowes light, — 
figrens, and filchby flcalth, or rob by might 
Hep lone : her diy in'yburh, or childhood dies: 
But while the preſent duns with conquering ray 
Di 'the ſhades, and their ſtrong beams diſply. 
« ſparkles all with wehe * broider gad: away. 


} 7 „ | | 


E 


h | cond 


| To tine quenchelife, or kindle buried li 


2 gab The. 


Such now is Man: inſoym, void, empty, dark, 
A Chaos, dungeon, grave, ftarleſs nicht: 
Rake all his aſhes up, ther's noc's ſpark (\ 


And what he ſteals from others, (empty 5 


＋ [For as in earthly fight d bo die pe 


| To what ieſees 2 demby hall, and darko ty; | 


Hell with his miſts deptaves: o robbe him quite. 1 
| But when his Liſe, and Light ſhigesjn his ches, | 


In him he lives as be, and never dies; | 
ee een, Waren. ; 
111 e 1 


Cro the object bent) is like . Wie, 
So when the ſoul tum d to the Deitia - At 
Receives del ie bene nd 


And all the ſpirit o Light, and Liſe gonform'd. 
Soul of my ſoul i draw my ſouls eyes to thee 
| Set them upon thy face; male me to be 


By fecing Liſe, and Light, the Light cod LG he,” F 


You have ſven what you reis the gen + 
Jus, loch now on the other fide of this 
ous: and fee what you bein Wr 
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Ira eee 1¹ Bead, 2 - meer pri · 
vative aacthing ,- Dead iu fin, meer E 


corruption, corruption. of Hell; what we z 


are, or may be in cbriß now conſider. We g. 
re — —— cbriſt. cbriſ is that | [; 
overflowi ountain; »by:whoſe fulneſs of | A 


* ——— wang, TReec3y are noi anj I. Scour- | fi 
ed from that choking mire, which ſtops all is 
1 ich de Alas ge og ent of. | vi 
ife, with t 1 of Goa. 2.14. 
Eyb. 3 1 2 But hom are we: quicken'd with 
is heavenly pla- 16 
ces | with e GEph-2c J Noe only virtual: | 
ly, as the ſruit lies ĩn the ſeed, or root, but | b 
in ſome kind 3A in the firſt fruits Yui 
the whole field i and in the Cake of the firſt 1 
dough the — was ſanctiſied, and & 
adage yr ry nb 7 17 5 0 
being r 17 — 1 
SAGE the firſt E of the | 
Cor. 3. 7.) a in lin — 1 


(in 
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cia a kind) are they quickened, who are yet © 
io As a wiſe, or child takes — * Aj 
of that land in the huſband, or Father, which KH 
be hath purchaſed in their name. 
8 e * ＋ that the on- 
iy life of an by which d is a Cie jar, 4. 
—— , nay indeed by which he 
is a right van, is not that natural, and ſa- 
ding, but this ſpiritual and eternal life which 
we have in Chriſt: hence called tho life of God, 
Eph. 4. 18. (begotten by God, Jamo1. 18.) the' 
life of Chriſt, (2 Cor. 4. 10.) be our life, (Col. 
3. 4.) and liveth in , (Gal. 2, 20.) end the 
| life of the Spirit he gives it, (2 Cor. 3. 6.) 
And as the vegetative life of plants, the ſen - 
fitive life of beaſts, the rational life of wer: 
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lis notbiog elfs but the d of ſuch a ſoul; gi- 
f | viogrhe creature — and enabling 
A jt unto ſuch actions; ſo the „ and fpi- 


ritual life is nothing elſe,; but that 44 of 
Gods Spirit 'thwel/ing-in mas, and gieing him 
a ſpiritual lein, 4 divine nature;and 'ena- 
bling to ſpiritual , and Godly actions; or (to 
uſe the Scripture phraſe) o live, ani wall 
i= the Spirit, Gal: 5. 35.) whereby we Hoe in 
God, and to God (lee, Rom g. 9, 10. G4l.2.20. 
en. 11, 12% //%ns) 0 ee DS eg es th 
For witbourqueſtion the true life of a 
differs from all other life iu inſeriour, or 
econtrary creatures: but in this natural — 
1 a the 
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the faculties, and aftions of it) mad differs | 


not from plants in growth , from. beats io | 


ſeoſe,, from wicked ſpirits in reaſon; That 


form then, which gavr man his difference B 


(doubtleſs) was that Image of Gd, in which 


he was created perfe# ; by the loſs of which | 


he loſt the per ſection, and truth of humane 
nature. He therefore that hath no other, 


bus this natural life, is but au balf-man; hath. | 


liedle or nothing of a men, but is partly a 
beaſt, in; reſpe@ of ſenſe, partly a Divel 
1 perverted, and diſtomed rea- 

81 Secondly, here we may eaſily abſerve, 


that howſoever a carnal max gliſters in car- 
nal eyes; honoured, admitted, yet is he a | 


very: Rbject, and che ſłumm of the creatures: 
fo aſp 
a baſe thing in the eye of the world:, and 


mor baſe in his.own,. areproch of wer, and 


on: of the people, (Nal. 22. 6.) yet is he in- 
wary moſt noble: and excellent crea 
ture in the world, and next the great Crea: 
you. Hence the Saints (in terms) are called 
nie Racallem, ( Pſal. 1 6. 3.) preferred in their 
excellenei e before others, whatſoever are 
their earthly advancements. The righteows i 
wore excelle:rt than hut neighbour , Prov. 12. 26. 
8 28. 6. This is Heavens, this is Gods Heral- 


dry. d are-tbey Sem of God, and Heirs ap- 
. parent, 1 Joh.3.1. But | 


ricual man (cantrary) though he ſeem | 
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even the glory of Gd, (1 Tbeſ. 2. 12.) Ghri 


„Cap. 1. AFather's Teſtament. - "I 
But becauſe their 2 areſuch, as _ 
never eye ſaw, cer 


bears of mar, (1 Cor. 2. 90) ſuch as infiuitely 


tranſcends our vaſteſt thoughts , therefore 
are they veiled under many litudes , and 
compared to thoſe things which aze moſt ho- 


' nourable, and higheſt in the eyes of than. 


They are Kings, (Rev. 1. 6.) and their King” 
dom not fading, bus uuſpaken, (Heb. 12. 29.9 
not earthly, but heavenly , (2 Pet. 1. 119 
they have their ſceptres, (Heb. 1.8.) their Pa- 
laces, (Pſal. 45.8.) their thrones, (Rev. 3.2 1.) 


their crowns, (2 Tim. 4. f.) God himſelf thair 4 


diademe, (112.28. 5.) they have their glory 
himſelf their glory, (Luk. 2.3 2.) and they the 


glory of Chriſt, lia. 46. 13. 


This eminencie of Saints may be cleerly 
ſhewed in an evident demonſtration. For no 
creature can ſtand in competition with them, 
but only other en, and Angels, For the 
firſt their emmnencie will eaſily appear by com- 
pariſun, even in thoſe things, wherein e 
challengeprecedencie before others. © 

Men are counted more honoureble , - a9 
they go before others in birth, eſtate ; ar 
end.” Look then firſt to that broad. differente 
betwixt the birth'of the ſpiritual, aad the ear- 
nal 'creature... Fleſþ i born. of fleſs., Joh. 3. 3: 
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red into the 
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| x nay" of Zell, and therefore belliſb. His Father 
A _— 2 „ his ſpiritual Fa- 
1 thoſe (ſpiritual wickedneſſes , even Satan, 
F  Job;8:44. But Spirit 5- borw of Spirit. The new 


will of wan, but of God, Joh. 1. 13. God his 
Father, "who bath begotten him, 1 Pet.1. 3. God 
bis Afother alſo ; who (drums) conceiving 
| herb brought bimforth, Jam. 1. 18. In their ge- 
neration, or birth there is no compariſon. 

ee. For their eſtate, what infinite diſpa- 
ritie? 1. in life. 2. In things belonging to life. 
Fhe life of Saints is the /ife of God (Eph. 4. 18.) 
their nature the divirenature, (2 Pet. 1. 4.) 
the bleſſed Spirit the ſoul of this life, which 
arimates him, (Rem: 8. 9,10.) Carnal wen 
have a filthy ſpirit, informing, and working 


one God works all their works, (Iſa. 26. 12.) 
will; and deed, (Philip.2. 13.). in the other 
Satan, and Sin. Things belonging to life are 
8 the life) temporal, or ſpiritual. The 

tats ſpiritual portion in one word is God. 
Chrift his Eread and meat, Joh. 6. 35,55. he 
the portion of bis cup, (Plal.16. 5.) the cup o 
ſalvation; (Pfal. 1 16. 13.) the ink indeed 
(Joh. 6.55. 1 Cor. 10.4.) Chriſt his garment; 

hehe ters robe.) He puts on Chriſt, (Gal, 
3. 27%) Chriſt his houſe : (he. dwels in bim, 
1 Joh. 4, 13.) he our everlaſting habitation , 


avis is wot born of feſh, and blood , not of the 
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in the children of diſobedience, Eph. 2.2. la the 
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| perfluitie of others, (Pſal.37. 16, Freu. 46. 0 


Pſal. 37. 37,3 8. 


Heaven bis in her itange, Pal. 16. 3. how oo 
trary is the other? his jon for the pre · 


ſent iznothing büt fi, bis breed ales, . 


« deceitful beart , (1.44-20-) and his 


brimflone, (Pſal. 1 1. 6.) his, garments cn 
(Pſal.109. 18.) and his inheritance hell- ire, 
Hatt. 25. 41. 1 5.25970 IIES 
But ſurely in temporal conveniences there 
the wen of this world much exceed the. o- 
ther: So indeed they boaſt , but lye. The 
than the ſu-. 


7 1 


„ 


=> 
” _ . Se | 
. ; » * n 
4 LH - 22 e. " 7 t q 4 WT” ; ere W. 22 5 
— . - . ” NP — rt - — — — - ——_—_ are rs ie * — — 4 - 
ECC ˙:ꝛm ̃ ̃̃⁵ Ie MAE ͤ ͤ P pf POE HOUR OAT N.] 


Ann 


ſed, Lui. 6. 20. to 27. 


3. For their ends, the one foal flouriſh is 
wever ending peace the other is cut off for ever, 


Laſtly,it hath pleaſed the Lord of all. crea- 
tures to prefer them even abovethe 8. 
Firſt in our Creation we were made. à little in- 
ferionry to them, but as Princes prefer their 
Favourites, by ſome 2 | 
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rs, whaare more nobly deſcended, | 
Lord hath advanced 3 ; 


in ſetting the crown upon our heads, crown- 
ting as with ben, and glory, and giving to 
us (as his Yiceroges, net t Angels) dominion 
aver abe niorks of his bends, (Pſal. d. 5, 6.) ap- 
pointing, even them to be wimſtring ſpirits 
j , r (Heb. 1. 14.) 

aur grard to defend wv , (Pſal. 34. 7.) our 
Guardians in all our ways to keep us, P/a!. 
BT 11. ; 

2: In the work of Redemption our na- 
mirc umd, theirs refuſed, Heb. 2. 16. we 
redeemed, they rejected. And as our nature 
is init exalted above the moſt glorious 
Angels. in the perſon of Chr: fo by him 
many great Prerqgatives granted to us who 
ate hin mers, whom he redeems with his 
blood , nouriſnhes with his fleſh, dwels in 


| ueby his Sperm, and crowns with his glory, 


Juok. 7. 22. In a word, Saints are the higbaſt 
| . Favourites of the molt Higheſt ; having fel 


(ip and communion with God , (I. Joh. 
3. 3.) thy mien with the Father , aud the Sox 


(one Spirit with Chriſt) and ane in then," a 
abe ue on, Job, 17.24. 


_ =" Heving then bur Fatber is in Heaven , our 
Maaitia bleaven , our life, our Cent, and 
Nals in Hexven; ſce ing our ſpirits were | 
worn i Heaven , and our bodies leo co 


19 Heaven, 


952 


, , Ac 2 


1] Capai Aa 3 ment. 


Heaven, let our treaſure, 


| here on earth hJlive in the Suburbs of Heaven, 
and in due time being advanced to that 


Let me ſhut opalincbar AS. 
Boetius, Libr 5. — . 


by . . 
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Into what different moulds doth Gods wiſe hand 

ca his wet clay ? and to their various forms 

Their divers poſtures fits ? ſome (weep the land 
Drawn out at length as tottering boats in lore. . 


They mount, and fall, dragging their lazy trains 
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Some (light as ayer) mounted on liquid sky 
Spread to the gentle winds their fcatherd fails ; 
Swimming with plumed ours through Heavens fly : 


verſetion alſo be in Nauen. 8 (even 


rious City (the — Jeraſalem) eternally 
- | reign with the Xing of Hewes: - Ame. et 
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They plow long furrqwes on the dufly plains. r 


r | Some ſhod with hoofs, ſome frofted with ſharp nails 
44 Theough woods and forrcſts, plains, and mountains 
e | \(traen, 
0 | Andſet their prints u 2 fares def , 

| et 
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Yeathoughtheiz venous ſhapes, andgatc betray, 

How fav theitinatures. differ each from other, 

All meet in this: 2 the clay 

From which they (pring, and here upot their Mother. 
Preft down with carthy Yoke, their dullard fight 
Pores on dark ſhades; they ule, not view the light. 
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Mun oully rears al6ft his honounr'd heb: 
His body Rat alks upright : Ns eyes 
Tranſport his foul; whire it was highly bred, 
To keep acquaintance with his neer Allies. 
On earth his down-calt look he never places, 
But when he emma and n heed wage 


EI | dpi | 611. 


eas? 4 Ning 56 Das 4500 
cken thou art not beall, or earth; if man, 
ry reer eee 


PS. Aer Dimas, 

Thy ficſh looks where it tends, not wher'e began 

Oh hall the Heaven · horn ſoul forget his kind ? 

Shall heavenly minds mind rarthẽ while carthy eyes 
Eye Heaven? ſoar up my ſoul: tranſcend the skies. 
Elſe while thy body lives, thy ſpirit dies. 
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8 | Books Printed for , and Sold by Henry 
| Mortleck,at the ſign of the Whine Hart 
in Meſtxinſter- Hal. 


A Rational account aſ the grounds of Pro- 
L teſtant Religion, being a rindicetion 
- | of the Lord Arch-Biſhop of Cameras He- 
tion of a conference, cc. from the pretend 
ed anſwer of. 7. c. 
 Origines Sacræ; or a Rational account of the 
grounds of Chriſtian Faith, as to the Truth 
- | and Divine Authority of the Scriptures, and 
the Matters therein contained, . | 

Irenicum: A weapon ſalve for the Chur- 
ches wounds, or the Divine right of Forms. 
| of Church government, Examin'd and diſ- 
cuſſed, 44. 1 ä 

Six Sermons; with a Diſcourſe Anne rad, 
concerning the true Reaſon of the ſufferings 
- | of Chriſt ;; wherein CreVizs his anſwer to 
© þ Gretizs is conſidered, 89. large. 
| A Sermon preached before the King , Jan. 
- | 30. all theſe by Edward. Stillingfleet, B. N. 

| Knowledg and Practice; or a plain = 
a cou 


cellency 

ſweernels o Fre 8 Ed. 

ward Reyner late Miniſter at . eu liſh - 

ben Krzner, | 
Fay vl Rhone ene Dod 1-5 
7 | \ph3l. Hull, ds. ane * 
ne nnn Philofbphy of the. Seen, 

Traoflated out of French 8 dy ciel Ei 


Eſq. 0 

A Ta w Seaſon; or 3. at Duties of 
Cheiftiaus! in che worlt of e s, viz, Abid- 
ing in Chriſt; thirſting after bis Ordiodfices, 
and fbaiiflios ro his providences q by — c. 
Sn T which is added by way of A 
dix, e Advice of ſome Miniſter 10 t I 


prople , — the Reviving of the power and 


tivieſs in there famiiios 80. 
— Fiend; The Saints Böen 


b 726 
have none left ia the creature or the God. 
Iv Manserutch or flat, im timerof doing 


Fe voice of one crying in a wilderneſs; 
or 


nd Pilar of hope i God, whenthey | 


— ſinteing diſcoutagenen | 
op del ul atio, dy r H. Bo. wn | 


u 8. a. 
neon; in 8 
K. 2 Seide of God id t 
Son, 2 Ws. 
Immanuel; ot a pine of true Rel | 
gion {as it imports a pl le in the 


minds of men, grounded upon Chriſts dif- 
5 courſe ith the Sameritane if, John 4. 14. 54 
e 


atter clauſe of the voice cryi 
dent; 3 or a Continuation of the 
gelical Liſe dy the ſame Author, 1 A. 
"Common — in Weich, fol. 


